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PREFACE 



TO THE 



READER* 



\ S there 15 fo great a Variety in the 
•^ ^ difpofiiions and opinions of men, it 
is no wonder that I differ from many 
others, in my opinion relating to the me- 
thod and ftile of moft jHodem-'wrjiers,ipth 
-in profc and verfe; moft auihors/e(jpcicially 
poets, affefting a lofty ,;tlorid,' fnaiin€r of 

expreffion, filled with fdchiwdxds-ai^ ptira-> 
fes, as common readers feldom underfland, 
nor have many times, as they read, oppor- 
tunity to confider the true meaning of, and 
therefore do but impetfcfil\^ cwv«\n^ ^^ 
author's intents 



( Jv ) 

I confefs, I have but too frequen 
met with poetry very grateful to the e 
full of wit and imagination, adorned w 
"^politef learning, elegant diSion, arid beaii 
Till fimilies, >hich, like mufic, while it c^ 
lights the ear, conveyed to me no inftri^ 
tion in morality, no information in tq(u 
gion, no encouragement in virtue^ nor 
^any profitable amufement, being fo full of 
coinage and invention, and fo deftitute of 
real truth, that it is wafting money to pur« 
chafe it, and loling time to read it. 

For thefe reafons I have wrote the foU 

*igy;ngv Ibtets. ji^«a8 .j>lain and explicit a 

manoeV hs I**could,**2[vpiding every imagi. 

' nary.iod ^^Vy*^ode of expreflion ; part- 

* * • • • 

• Iy:fof:iRy Qwn:fin{ufement, but more for 
.the benefit and* real inftru£tion of fuch per- 
fons to whom I wrote, without any inten- 
.tion then of ever publifhing them ; but 
having lately more fully confidered tlia 
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( V ) 

' popdition of the numerous hopeful youth 

J, in our fociety, and the aQivity of young 

inind^, and how defirous they moftly are 

of amufement in reading (and efpecially of 

verfe) and how few profitable things they 

are likely to have fall in their way, I 

thought it my duty rather to expofe my. 

^ felf Id the Cfenfiire of the critic, than with- 

' hold any inftruClion from the religious 

or deferving youth, ' 

«•-••■. ■' ■ "•■ 

I know that neither the fubjefls, nor the 

mode in which I have treated them, will 

- ' luit the wanton tafte of the irreligious and 

• vainly polite reader ; but the fimplicity of 
the ftile beft became my profeflion, afnd 
the gravity of my fubjeft*; and if they^re 

' read by people well difpofed (to whom 

• only truth is acceptable) fuch may, I hope, 
"* be in fome degree profited ; it is to the 

jperufal of fuch I recommend them ; 4ad 



. ( vi ) 

if ihey prove of any advantage a 
cation to any of thefe, my end 
fcrving them will be anfwered ; 
ders, I hope, ^vill long be foun 
family, and among my children < 
offspring. 

John I 



SuUoo-Benger in Wilts, 
the 25th oF the third 
Month, ir74. 
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^a a Friend on RetiremenTi 



I.. 



T^Ould'ft thou, my friend, in life's fhort 
r^y^ ftagebebleft, 

^And after death enjoy eternal reft; 

Or'doft thou in the truth a growth defire^ 
C'Then I advife thee often to retire 
rftato fome lonefome undifturbed place ; 
< Wherein thou may'ft have leifure, well to 
i . trace 
^Thy inward fteps, and juftly contemplate 

Upon thy paft, as well as prefent ftate ; 

Then may*(l thou plainly fee, as in a glafs. 

How Acfe thy fewj un«t\i\xi motMcox^^^^ 



(1„ foul «■ 1»* ' ■„ a «,i»6 »"<>" • ^ - 
^„d thus ^"-'-"'^j;, one d.g«« 

• ^^'^' ^c affuredly to ftn' 

i»t tVvv pawenc*^ «« difmay < 
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; Nor fly to man for aid ; 
■ it For they who always aQ upright and juft^ -. 
And in the Lord alone do put thefr truft^ 
Need never be afraid. 

IV.. 
Though death and hell may often feem to joir 
And wicked nien together may combine^ 

The righteous to oppeefs ; 
Thofe various trials and affli£lions here. 
Though for the prefent they may feem fevere 

Will tend to righteoufnefs. 

N. B. The firft fix lines were written*li 
time of great diftrefs of mind, and the rd 
when it was removed » c 

An Alphabetical Acrostic^ 
compofed for the Ufe of Schools. •[ 

AL L mortal men that live muft furelj^ 
die ; . ■ S 

B ut how, or when, is hid from human ey9 
C on/ider then thy few uncertain day? ; j 
D clay no longer io amend. \!cv^ \4%^^^ \ 



■ 

£ tig^g^ ^^y he^f^ to fcrve the Lord in love } 
F ot all his ways, the ways of comfort prove. 
G raot to.tl\y felf no time for vain deUght ; 

H ate all that's wrongs and love to do the' 
right. 

I n all thou ever doft. a£l in God*s fear ; 
K eep ftill the thoughts of death and jiidg- ' 

m 

' ment ^ean 
L earn to avoid what thou believ'ft is fin; 
M ind what reproves or juftifies within. 
N b aft is good, which doth difturb thy 

peace ; 
O r can be bad, that makes true joy increafe. 
i* I'Cvent the lofs of time, h^ timely wife; 
Q uench not the fpirit^ all its teachings prize. 
R ely alone upon that power, that can ' 
Sriibdue the pride and haughty looks of man ; 
T his heavenly power, is that which fanftifies 
li^ MO the Lord the heart that's truly wife ; 
W ait for it then, in it fuch wifdom is, 
X tnophorCs wifdom /o//)^ was to this ; 
Y ea" this, if *ti& obtyA, \?^!\ ^v\it^^c>£.^^^3^ 
2 eal for thcLotd, ^ixv^Uaii '\u^^ a\\v.TvA\v^ 



A CoHTEMFLATiyfe RtTROSPECTipK^ 

WHEN I my early days furvey. 
And view the time that's pall away 
The feafon qf my youth ; 
Review the mercies of the Lord, 
When Tie did firft to me afFord 
The Knowledge of Us truth j 

II. 

Such caufe I find for thankfulnefsi 
As I by words can ne'er exprefs ; 

Such caufe to praife his namej 
Who gave to me from day to day 
The further knowledge of his way^ . 

And led m in the fame, 

Who knowing then my childifh ft«^tC| 
Did in compaflion on me wait, 

■ His pleafure to reveal ; 
And by his light that flione within, 
Both what was good, and what was fm^ 
Did not from me couceiV ; ^ 



But in his mercy helped m^ 

The fnares of fin and death to fee^ 

*AIfo to fhun the fame: 
Atid by hhs grace afforded ftrength 
To overcome the fame at length, 

Thro' liim from whence it came* 

*Tis by thii power of God alone 

■ 

' Man*s faving help is only known^ 

To ffiun the ways of fin ; 
i^ His reafon can't this work effefl, 
[ Nor all his wifdom him direO:, 

Or give him ftrength within* 

On Contentment* 

j ART thou, O man I pofleft with ground^ 

^^ lefs fear ? 
; Do things on earth to thee confus'd appear ? 

Do grief and forrow now thy foul furround^ 

And new diftrefies every day abound ? 

Art thou thereby exlremeXy x.o^^dL^si^N^'*^^^ 
Aad itiU with crofs occuii^tic^^ ^^\^^^^*^ 



( »6 ) 

Suftain afrefh fome unexpefled lofs, 
And all thy efforts meet a fudden crol 
Doft thou complain togive thy forrows 
And all thy thoughts conclude in difcon 
Confider then what is the caufe of this, 
Why ev'ry thing is wrong, yhy all amif 
Examine iirft the fecrets of thy heart, 
And weigh thy conduft well in every p 
Perhaps from whence, fome caufe of difc< 
Doth oft arife, which yet thou inay'ft pre 
*Tis bafe to look without, and lay the K 
On things around thee, and fuppofe IIkC 
From chance or fortune, or the wicked 
Of this deceitful world, which more o 
Difturbs thy mind, and often breaks thy 
And fo from thence thou think'fl thou < 

oppreft. 
Perhaps fome pleafing fin, fonae darling 
To their embraces do thy mind entice ; 
But when tliey're paft, thou fooi>may'ft 
Thy recent faults, and on thyfelf refle^^ 
But not repent; and let thy peevifhnefs 
jPerverfely fill thy foul v?i\ixTvt.vi d\ftte.& 
Wlijcb to fuppxcfs, do nol l\\:Jfc^i «w 



( »7 ) 

Nor, by repeating, ftudy to avert ; 
,Nor by extremes of trade, or hopes of gain, 
Vainly attempt contentment to attain ; 
Nor can^ft thou by exceffive drinking be 
Made from thy reftlefs cogitations free. 
But When thefe fail, if thou purfueft thy flight, 
And feek'ft contentment in fome vain delight. 
Some foothing pleafures in the ways of (in, 
£nt'ring the gate that's wide, and walking in 
The way that's broad, which to deftruftion 

l^ds. 
And for fuch liberty too often pleads; 
l^leas'd with the fportive path^ the jovial croud. 
The vain, the bafe, the covetous, the proud. 
The mimic Chriftian, who can fing, or pray. 
Or drink, or fwear — and who from day to day 
Talks of religion, though he knows it not, 
"Pretends to duty, though he has forgot 
'AH who obferve it muft thefe ways forfake, 
Repent, amend, and daily ftrive to take 

A daily crofs, to crucify the will 
(That men by nature ftud^ \o Wv^>^ 

B a 



K 



S Uftine ^■"Jf ;;,,« tone, «ov.W ^^^^ 
\Ve« *"'f ° . . ^ lifting 

C»(l-*°» , ,,,eCe can""' f ',iet.- 
^^ . .u,. anxious »" .. c^A. 






i 




^°' T.tareAn"'" «" ^",„ content. 
Mot ta*ng V („ti„g«heie« 

^ot vicious «,.J ._„^^te tV. ve.* 
V»n tecrcfons « ^^„,i„ fo P- 

Of A, dift«(r«> ""„,«»">!.?= 

An tbiuP -*°°' * „" give (ubtenu 
^.^..byWrgr^"" 



C 19 > 

He only can thy ruffled thougbts^ preventji . 

' And give thy foul the balfam. of content; 
Which never can be found in earthly things^ 
I'hefe fow the feeds from whence thy trouble 

e fpring^ : ^ 
Strive then, in tinae, to enter at the gate 
Which to the carnal mind alone is ftraight ; 
And treiad the path that's narrow to the mind 
That is to fin and wickednefs inclinkl; 
But is indeed a mpft delightful way 
IdMl that do the will of God obey j 

^. A^'^ay'of peace, and moft refin'd delight -s .- 
The path of wifdom, as ajliining lights > 

, Which, if regarded, would thy fteps invite -/ 

To* travel forward in this holy way, 
' That leads thee forward, to the perfeS Agp^ 

The man whofe mind is truly fan£lify*d, 
Li^And wean'd from riches, pleafure, pomp and 
; pride, [heart, 

LWho knows the Lord, and loyes him in his 
yrLc has contentment in the inward part ; 

Which all mankind, who Iw^ \tv mOwtisv^^ 
rCa/inot conceive, .or any \ufe^o^^^%<. 



( 20, } 

O thait'the fource thereof was* under ftood ! 

And men both knew and fought their chiefi 

good; 
Then fears and doubts would fwiftly difapiK 

And humble mortals meet with comfort he 

For he that fears the Lord, and knows his mi 
In all conditions to his will refign'd, 

• Will find a crofs is always for the beft, 
And true fubmiflion is the way to reft : 
What he enjoyeth, whether more or lefs^ 
He thinks it is a favor to poflefs ; 
For he that has but food and raimept her 
Who ferves the Lord, and walketh in his fej 
Or he that is with needful comforts bleft,- 
And ufes well the bleffings here pofTefs'd ; 
Or he that doth the greateft riches fhare^ . 
And yet diftributes with bis utmoft care. 
The frclh increafe with which he doth abou: 
And to the giver ftill ia thankful found ; 
Thefe blcfs the giver both of life and health 
To him fubmit, who can difpofe of wealth 
Where wealth is good ; \«ivw^ ^.i^V vc> qa.^w 

Has kept them fafet Vu a\o\<« ^^xa^ '- 



Wl^iat he difpofes ever.is for good^ 
Aha fo to fuch it's always underftood i 

Thts acquiefcence tends to happinefs, 
And brings fuch comfort as they can't cxprefs, 
^Wtyinurmurs then, no doubts, no needlefs fear, 
• What Providence allots, fuch freely bean 
f^bis difpofitiott always will prevent 
i The rife and growth of thanklefs difconient 
Thus much I can with thankfulnefs exprefs, 
Has been ray chiefeft ftudy« topoflefs ; 
What heaven beftow'd on me, pr. to me lent, 
^ Has hitherto afforded me content ; 
*a?i8. all his bounty • What I /urther crave 
'ti::but to manage wifely wha£ he gave ; 
HhM thefe enjoyments may be rightly us'd, 
. Aral not by me, or mine, at all abus'd ; 
That we may not, like to the thoughilefs croud^ 
Be avftricious, fordid, grand or proud : 
t^or dare I once to think, if I had more 
I'd bie cbhieiit; but never can; before, 
Wto^ is enough ? Why, as the fool exprcflcs, 
. A 1 little more than what a man polfe0esi 
^ffg-tbisihe cafe ? Of fome ^ti\«.^^'\x.'CK5Kji \ 
Not qf ibe truly .wife, -.1 \^\^ Vo S»J.* 



The fool at diftance fixes happine&9 
And well he tnay ; 'tis what he can't potfejTs f 
For 'tis the portion of the righteous here/ 
Who dwell in humble gratitude and fear ; * 
Thefe find the pearl of price, the precious geQl^ 
Superior to an earthly diadem* 






On Happiness* 

1, r 

■ ■ ; e * - 

THAT there's on earth a ftate of tiappiodft^ 
To be attained unto, which few poffsAr 
The different aims and yiewd of men declan^ 
They think it's to be found, but know not 
where t ■ ^ jjl 

The poor fuppofe it's oiily found in weahm 
The weak and fickly fay, it lies in health}^ 
The rich conceive it dwells among the pof 
(Who don't the want of needful things^ 

plore;) 
The barren pair imagine 'tis poffefs'd ^ 
By all who are with num'rous offspring bk 
Bat they that have them, think the aAxk 
care 
rucreafiDg children bmj^ loo^t^v^^ 



( *3 i 

The hurrie4 tradefmaQ thinks, be fliould ad« 
,,. mire 

A ftate of eafci. could he but once retire [tent j 
From commerce free ; with needfuls be con* 

But when he tries it, cannot but lament 

* ' 1 1 

■fiis fituation thus without employ, 

A life of dulnefs, which he can't enjoy, 
^ The gay and airy think it's found in fport, 

When they with eagernefs in crouds refort 
i ^7<i hunting, racing, cocking, baiting, where 

Tfaey look for happinefs, but 'tis not there. 
Hi &me pleafure gardens haunt, and hope to 
I Xr finjj 
■ Some new amufement pleafing to the mind : 

Here they exppfe their folly and attire, 
^ That the deluded croud may them admire ; 

While others lavifli time and wealth away, 
f It^iQEiufic, mirth, or dancing, fpend the day 
i The night in drinking, mafquerades, or 
[ play: 

f^rn^ vilely fpend in wantonnefs the nighty 

j|B4^.fpme in wafteful gaming take delight -^ 
^ Seme think it's found in noV ax^ e.^c^^H 
^Ae4pthcfs feek it in tVievt dxui^^vccv^^^ 




Some to tHe play-houfe frequentl 
And hope to find it, but it is not 
In thcfc purfuits no happinefs tai 
Nor they obtain the ftite they lo 
The mifer next, the poor-rich ne 
Gets with his might, and faves it 
He thinks* himfelf fuperlatively ' 
And'othcrs follies can with icorn 
Laments their evils, but behold ! r 
Upon his bags and bonds delights 
He, with abhorrence, fliuns extrav 
And hates the mode that's newly b 

Fratice ; 
Admires his wealth, efteems it ha 
That he can here his darling gold 
So deep the love of this has pierc'* 
He craves yet more, and loth ft 

part : 
For food and raiment fome he mt 
But dill refolves to fave it in the e 
Mean things will wear, becaufe he 
To ' ufe his pelf, or take it from 
JVo ad of friendlhip — no betie^^ 
few he at all to the difttcKd d\^ 



( *9 ) 

Nor vdl afford himfelf fuch things to eat^ 
As nature wants, or prudence thinks are meet» 
But tfine^ O cruel time ! will Aide away, 
The captive mortal muft not with it (lay 

Longer, to own the things he cannot ufe, 
Npr let another fharc — — ^— 

if I this madnefs further may expofe^ 
My thoughts upon it I fliall thus difclofe : 
When little children gather pebble-ftones 
Tolafy on heaps, and each his treafure owns, 
i To caife their heaps one quickly loads his hat, 
Andcher holds her lap, and fills up that ; 
But when they're tir'd they caft *em all away,. 
\ At diU we fmile, and call it children's play : 
' But when we fee wife men, like children, drive 
To gather wealth, and ev'ry way contrive 
To grafp together what they cannot ufe, 
Hpw can we fuch in any wife excufe ? [they, 
Mucb worfe than children, far more foolifh 
Thefe a£l in earned — theirs is only play. 

; I • . Thus men, alas! of hap^vaeS& ^\t. <2oRa\s.^^ 
irAad all their fcatches a,^Vfct \x. ^'i^a^^^ "v 



I, 



rd 



Who fly the hand that would their fat 

chaftife, 
And ftop the ears .to him that :WDuld ad 

Who clofe their eyes to hiqi that gave 

fight, 
And choofe thick darknefs rather than th 
Left in the light it fully flipuld appear 
They muft begin tp live in godly fear, 
And learn to take and bear a daily crofs 

ft 

And for e^ich fin endure a juft remorfe 
That on the neck of luft becomes a yol 
And flays its vjtals with a friendly &Toh 
No hapjnnefs can be on earth obtained, 
Until the blefling • of the Lord be gaip 
'Till men begin to learn his holy fear. 
And by hi^ bleffed counfel daily fteei 
Thefe men alone attain that happinefs. 
Which all the wicked never canpoflefj 
For they that fquare their lives by h 

Will never fail of counfel and prott 
Thca truly happy thofe vj\\Oi iv^>X^ 



I 

ThiiP'fourcesand fpring of happinefs beloM^ 

- WAich is defcended only from above, 
And is the earneft of the. Father's love : 
A F^re-tafte here of everlafting bhfs, 
Which alt the truly faithful never mifs ! 

^ . Ko vain delights^ no pleafures fuch defire ; 

.. Nor riches here: their thoughts are raifed 

J highef 

i Than earthly things, and fixt on God above, 

■; Whor is become the objeflt of their love, 

• . I, 

l\ T|eh* chief delight, their hope, their greateft 

' '' good, 
Thougli not by carnal man fo underftood, 
Tis the redeem'd alone who do fJdffcfs 
(WhUft here beiow) this ftate of happinefs* 

A Father's Advice to his Son, in 
relation to Marriage, &Cf 

IN all thy ways acknowledge bim 
^ p . Who made and formed thee -, 
And as he has the fov'reign pow'r, 
. .. Thou (hould'ft a fubjeQ be. 

Xfit not thy will oppofe \v\^ ^"^i. 
Sat to it ftill fubmil ; 



Let him iby future fteps dittSt^ 
As he ibali &e is fit. 

For he alone has pow'r to blefs 
With healdi, or length of days ^ 

Or bring to nothing thy defigns, 
And blaft thee in thy ways. 

In all a£Fairs of confequence, 

His counfel afk in fear, 
To {hew thy qourfe, dire£l the wiiKi^ 

And as thy pilot deer ; 

And theo thou wilt be fure to ttiif^ 
TliSifHifpcks or fhoals of fand. 

On which Ibme lofty vefiels 4afh, 
Or in a temped ftrand. 

Be confcious of thy want of ftrength, 

Forefight, or penetration, 
To judge of the event of things, 

Or guefs at their duration. 

As marriage is God's ordinancei 
Let him point out the way, 
And by the teachings di \m ^^)K> 
I His mind therein coavc^f— 
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To bring the ^bjeft to thy xnind 

With nearnefs of afFeflion, 
Which will a lafting union form^ 

And gain Diyinq proteftion. 

This union is more ftrong by far 
Than allthe powVs of death, 

4nd will preferve the pious pair . 
In comfort here on earth ; 

YesL^ bleflings from the heavens above.- 
.Will on fuch fouls defcend > 

And bleffiogs of the earth beneath, 
As they on him depend ; '^ 

So will the bleffing of the Lord, 

That maketh rich indeed! 
Such ardent feekers fatisfy, 

And far their hopes exceed. 

This way 1 took — thefe fteps we trod, 

This by experience know. 
That' great advantages indeed 

From this dependance Hqw^ 

C a 
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I therefore recommend to thee 

ThU lafe, unerring ¥?ay, 
Wbicfa^ if thou an concerned to feek^ 

Thou wik not go afiray* 

To a Young Woman* 

QHALL youtb, endowed with more 
*^ common fenfe^ 
Adom*d with beaiuy, wit, and eloquer 
Be with fuch bright, fuperior talents t 

As by the vulgar feldom are poffeft j 
And favor'd aifo with a perfcft fight 
Df real ^duty^ from an inward tight : 
Receive foch bounty from the Donor's 1 
And yet not diily think, nor underftand 
Why tbefe are lent, and how the obliga 
AffeQs us all in every difiPrent ftation ; 
And fliall we not to him devote our da] 

To ferve him truly to exalt his praife : 
And flee from- all appearances of evil. 
With all the fly delufions of the devil; 
Tht ybtUhfui Ivjis that war againji the / 
7j&«ir evermore its ba^mefe cotiVto 



*Tis tilings cefefiial folid eomforts give^ 
And yield that vital ftrength by which we livCg 
Can lefs than this die himgry fo^l fuffice^ 
Or fatiate the mind that's truly, urifc ? 
Or can it any perfeft good poffefs 
In modes of worfhip, or in modes of drefs ? 
Far be it from th' enlightened human mind^ 
In things below, a lading peace to find. 

Our fearches then fliould ever be employed 
Infceking him^ who when alone enjoy 'd$ 
Admits no further fearch ; the chief eji gooJtj 
When thus poflefs'd, is amply onderftood. 
All things terrene, efteem'd as dung and droJi\ 
And all that keeps us b^ck from him, a lofs; 
A lofs indeed ! What greater lofs than this. 
To lofe the .time of gaining endlefs blifs. 
Of peace depriv'd, from whence true hope . 

commences, 
Merely to pleafe and gratify our fenfesi, - 

ifider this, and l^t this meditation 
Become the fubje6i of thy contemplation. 

yiie that is the only fouic^ ^^"^^ \:!^^^ "v 

1/ 
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Of fading things bislow the glory ftain,;^ ^ *j 
Which ofteri to the mind occafion pain, ^y. 
May he inr awful fear thy fteps direft^ * , 
And {tomJheJnfres of death thy foul protect 
And grant thee here on earth. a fettlement, * 
In fuch a niarriage as aflPords content ; 

To one united, who devotes his life 

■ •'.•'J 

To ferve his God, and to oblige his wife : 

And thou unite with him in that concern, 

"*■ ■ ■ i 

And both as oncyour duties jointly learn;'" 

So will you be together furely bleft,' 

And be entitled to eternal reft. 

May peace and comfort crown thy futUttf' 

And fill thy foul with everlafling praife'."'^ 

On Ingratitude* .i 

SHALL mortal man receive his vital htm 
-And be the Reward of the fpaciou«. eartjt 
And for his ufe apply its fole irKreaie,n« 
Feed on the grain, and' clothe- hiiriwitM' 

fleece; 
'Gather the clutters of the ftuitful vine, 
Comprersits juice, audft\\\i\mfe\lm^V 
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£at the 'delidmis fruit of ewi^ WnSij 
Which he around the rolling globe can find y 
At pleafure work, or kill^ the (lately ox, 
And eat the himb that has efcap'd the fox } 
Frdm the induftrious bees their honey take^ 
And fpoit thofe combs he has not fkill to make 3 

Whole families deftroy, to take away 
All they could fave, by lofing not a day j 
In which they could from danger life fuftain^ 
From froft or fnow, from wind, fit>m hail, of 

rain ? [fporf^ 

With hunting hares and (tags (hall men make 
And after them with eagernefs refort; 
And for diverflon thus the creatures ufe ? 

Yea, fome in every fpecies they abufe : 
The bleating flocks fliall either fell or flay^ 
^ake from the lowing bei-ds their young awa^^ 
Receive their milk, convert it to their ufe ; 
Can. inan, thus (avor*d, be without excufe^ 
If he C0n(iders not the hand that gives, 
And worfhips not the God by whom he livei t 
\ Sbal^iie be thus the lord oi Q^t\^ v«^S»^ 
^^^ ^e Giver yet ut«.VvatvV^?\i\ V^ "l 
Rule o'er the brute iiihabiiwiu \^w«% 
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And to the fowls arid fifh no faVcr fliow ?:] 
Not fully pleas'd with bis produGiive fieldsB/i 
Or what the earth upon its furface yields ;-»! 
Shall pierce the bowels of his mother earthy 
(From whence he had his origin and birth)^ J 
To fcek for hidden treafure, where he firids^ 
His water, fuel, and metalic mines, - - 

Bring forth her^old^ and riches as his own j* 
Shall no return at all for this be (hown ? - ' 
What views of duty now to man appear ? * 
What fenfe of guilt for fin ? What mournful 
tear ? • . '■ 

What refolutionis, quickly to amend ? 
Aud what provifion for his latter end f ../ 
What obligations own, what thankfulnef^ ^ 
Doth he by aftions every day exprefs^ ? 
>'. And as a grateful being drive to iheW| 
IS'tothe Giver of his bleflings due. 
How much, alas ! is duty laid afide, [pridtf 
And thoughtlefs mortals fwallowed up ia • 

* Some after riches grafp with eagernefs, 

WJiilli others even wallow in exccfs; 

As if the life of man ftiovxVd^ >ae wa^\ 

-To Aeapiog up what's ou\v Y^ett exC^^^^;^^^ 



Asif^Gfm anions here did not relate*, 
Nor any ways affeft a future date ; 
As if ungrateful man not once believes 
T)iit bleffings and the favors he receives 
Came from above-r-that watchful Providence 
Doth evermore his gifts to them difpcnfe j 
That all we have is lent us from above,- 
As daily proofs of that regard and love^ 
In which the Lord doth conftantly beftow 
Hi^'favors to his creatures here below, 

■ ' Shall ftupid man, thus bleft, refufe to own 
Thaj: light of grace, by which is clearly Ihown 
The mind of God engraven on the heart, 
And manifefted in the inward part ; 
And (hall not he this inward law obey. 
That leads him out of every hurtful way ; 
Th^'lyrings his will tc know a true fubjeftioh, 
And draws his mind from ev'ry vile afFedion j 
'TFVdm all undue defires of ev'ry kind. 
That l^ad from God, or captivate the mind; 
. In C3^<)er thus to fet him wholly free. 
And ipat|;e him fharer of l\v^\. lAtrt^ 
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Thefom of God enjoy — with folacc bkft. 
But after death {>artake of endlefs reft ? 
How fordid then is he, who daref to flight: aK 
Such love as this, and him with fcom requkci 
Rejed; his counfel, his reproofs refufe,^ ..^. « 
And with his outward gifts himfelf abufe t ' / 
Shall not the righteous Judge of all the earth 
Do righteau/ly to all, whpfe life and breath ^ ^ 
Is in his hand — and fully recompenfe, 
To ev'ry one, the wages due from thence ; - 
And all the nations that forget the Lord 

■ 'I X 

Be turned into helL as their reward ? 
Not all the nations then that knew him not^ * * 
But liiey that knew him, and his law forgot^ ' ' 
And yet forget i tho* oftentimes they feci '" 
An inwUrd check, which doth his mind rcvcd^ 
But this fomfe flight, as if they would not- ^ * 

hear. 
Nor to it lend a ftill attentive ear [bear. 
Such muft, at laft, this heavy fentence 
Depart from me^ I know you not t6 be '■ 

Sheep of my fold, nor fervants unto me^ ^ 
May thofe in time of a\\ i\\c\i fo\% w^tot^ '*f 
This awful fentence wijdy to f ve-utut» 
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Ojx Knowledge^ , 

111 fcf is*LE to a Young Man^ lately returned 
t- * /row School. 

'CyCTlTH falutadon of unfeigned love, 

'^ ^ ( Whofe fource jand fpring is only from 
.above) 

[ thee farute--and mfh that health and peace ' 
Nf ay thy pbfleffion Ke— and yet increafe ; 
Atid more than this, I have for thee defir'd, 
rhat all thy knowledge, hitherto acquired, 
^f ay not fuffice — ^nor fatisfy thy mind, 
Until thou yet fuperior knowledge find, , 
The knoxfiUdgf, of thy Gpi — to know his will^ 
4Qd how thou may 'ft aright the fame fulfil ; . 
Tq know thyfelf-^ihy frailties fully fee, 
And kpow his bumbling hand lay hold of thei^ 
To bring ithee through the deeps, to that 

diftrefs, 
Which only can begej a willingnefs 
To^fbUowbim in ev'ry tribulation, . , 
Whiyh wJiUt laft effba thy fo\iYv^^m\^^ 
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For native innocence, with ignoranci 
Cannot alone enable to iidvanee ' 
In faving knowledge ; wencmft £ril be i 

And from the drols of nature purify'c 
'Till felf becomes entirely crucify'di 
Ourlcnowledge Hain, our nat'ral will f^ 
4iid cv*ry pleafure that our niind& pu 
(WhiJfiin a i]tat0 of njagiure ye remai 
Become fubjct^d, 'till we have attaii 
The l^l^rd, perfed knowledge of the I 
And know the language of his awfi^l v; 
Thdt'ijharp^ qri,d'Jharftr than a two- 

fworiijfi 
^Tis tUi$ alpne that makes us trqly wili 
And 'tis in this thp beft experietice lie 
This knqwled^e never yet pufF'd up th 
But humble^ mod the foul that's ihod 
Thus parts and learning being fanf^iF/ 
Are ilfeful made, but never Isiid afide 
Be this thy aim, thy labor to attain, 
'Twill be thy riches here, thy Future gj 
•Twill lead to.peace, and endlefs hap] 
Jpjd more than compenfeie ^ot ^\ ^ 



Wfaicb q|?if in prpving fedfons be thy lot^ 
kod yield tbec^ joy. when thefe fiiall be fbrgot; 
f^iMXFs in future wiU be wip'd away, 
Jf nd cloud$ expelled from the perfc6l day ^ 
*Sb^ Saihts in light v^ill evermore rejoice 
l^jdi ample joy ; no found of forrow's voice ' 
^tH there be hesird, nor be remember'd morey 
HThere holy ibuU withpraifertheir God adore. 

TheCe Weighty things, however great and 
f'true, 

1^ bwn'd by many, but are known by few :. 
Hpid may thefe hints (dear child) be fo io^reft^ 
KjiA fink fo deeply in thy teoder breaft^ 
hM to engage with ardency thy mind, 
Xo feek in earneft, 'till thou truly find 
Tthis pearl ofprice^ this gkrious diadem^ 
Tranfcending far an oriental gem : 
And may thy portion be the precious trittby 
Tbe guide of middle age, the ftay of youtb^ 
And the fupporter of the hoary head, 
ASot^k^rMpi when Qther helps are fled : 

i^rang munition^ that v»i\\ tui^^ ^ VSA 
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ShtUii'JrmJlofms^'a covert fi(fin:ike4il4^i 
'ji hiding place when tempefts round tbeebe 
May'ft thou for fafety always to h fly^ • .< J 
And in its fafe pavilion Hve and die. • ' 

An Epistle to a Frienh's Sojf* ' 

nn Hough he be (kor^ that has thy mia 

pofleft, 
And ruPd with rigor in thy youthful bi^ead 
And with his goods encumber'd fo thy miq 
• That thou no room^ nor tt% at all coi4 

find; 
And on his bed ofeaje^ whilft there thou fla 
And when awake, he th^re in darknefs keiM 
To footh thy pain, he various arts eniploy;'< 
Tq keep thee pleas'd with what thou then 4 

WJBi "fliews^f worfliip, falfly call'd devotio 
And deem'd that wifdom^ which was ot)Ijf 
notion : [yd 

• ■ ■ * 

Efteem'd that pleafure, which was Vho 
And cali'd that lofc,>NVi\c\v v\^^ %t«6Sib 



l^Aqituy^ often thu3 Ay £unple ibul^ . 
iJ^EMoth ih7|>eace and iaward reft cooiroul) 
Left^^-being ftill^ it iliould atallaueDd, 
Aind hear the gentle ivhifp^s of its friend : 
Which if it would but once stttend to hear, 
Hi&.rilQnt voice would reach it's lift'ning ear ^ 

Softly^ but piercing, would his invitation 
** jf hVitd thy 'foul to wail for his falvaiion % 

Gentle the knocks he'd give upon its door^ 
«OTfttjuent his offers, freedom to reft ore ; 
flPbf greater's jie to whom all power is giv'n, 
"xb tuie in earth beneath, as well at heav'm; 

He only can thejlrong wan arined foil, 
^jliidcaft him out, and fdon his goods can fpoili 
^Vtdm fatan's chains of darknefs fct thee free, 
^ And |;ain thy captive foul its liberty 
^*^ ferve thy God; and daily lo fulfil 
JThy great Redeemer's pure and holy will^ 

And lead thee forward) humbly tp rejoice^ 

7p hear, difti^guiih, and /obey his voice. 

^^^(But yet, alas ! how liable s^re we 

£9 b€ deceived by this ewttos \ 

B 1^ 



How frequently doth he our fouls betrajr. 

Our great Creator's laws to difobey ! *• 

How many ways hath he to twift his tail, f 

If what he firft attempts {hould chance to fail !. | 

What new inventions doth he always find , . j^ 
To tempt, deceive, and fb delude mankind ; 
And Seal our minds infeniibly aw^v, 
And from our watch our feeble hearts betray : 
And fo deprive us of that daiTy bread 
By which our needy fouls fhould ftill be fed ; 
That weaknefs nright pur want of food attendg^''^' 
And death become our portion in the end I 
But yet rejoice, my friend, there is a pow'r 
That can refill him in the tempting hour, 
And keep thee fafe as in a refuge tawer : 
Fly to him, then ; lean on his mighty arm^ 
And he will guard thy foul from future harm i 
As thou doft on hhn conftantly depend, ^y 
He^ll keep it ftill in fafety to the end, V 
Take this advice as &om a coixiial friend, J "-^ 




On the Creatioh. 

I1K7HEN I, O Lord ! thy works furvejr^ 
^ ^ And wifdom contemplate^ 
' aim in admiration loft, 
They're fo fublimely great I 

i'hy wifdom and thy pow*r are fucfr, 

A/id works fo far extend, 
Jo human thought can penetrate. 

Not fcience comprehend. 

Vh^, in the moft expanded thought, 

Thofe mighty works I trace, 
dy feeble underfiaridihg faib 

In -comprehending fpace; 

Vofound and infinite, indeed f 

Which language can't exprcfs, 
'Or GUI imagtn'd fwiftnefs help 
Its vaft extent to guefs. 

fo falling millftone from above*. 
For near a cent'ry can 

• BiAop Taylor, \n his CoTittm^a>5«tk.% ^'a ^&fc^ 
>9U of Msuj, page J 37, fyrm ♦* U ^toSl-^^^^^'*^^ 
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i^tt thou, by ^.^^ ^ ^puch, 
. . ^benPO"»P* 

Upon***" ^., 
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Hiou I9id*ft tbe earth a wdndV6u» globcjL ' 
And round it form'dft tbe (e^ > 

rhis globec fufpendedft in the air. 
Where 'tis^|^held by tbcc i ^ 

Tljj^l/g^^moM the Tea reftrainsy 
^s the boift'rous wind > 

TIOT Inak'ft the earth to frudify^ 

Aiid cceattires in their kind 
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Thocv giv'ft each month its properly 

To bring about the year j 
la which thy Providence is leen> 

And bfeffings do appear? 

There*^ no defed in att thy works, 
WhicK thou beheld'ft were good*; 

And fo to man they muft be deem'd 
If nightly underftood : 

If thuf thy outward works appear 

To us fo truly great, 
[Jnfathonif'd, and immenfe indeed I 
r^Ilrtil their parts complete i 

r ♦; Gen* L z^ - • 



And ftdl/ ufideiiftattd. 
Tbjr moft fuipaffing love to us^ 
The prodad oC tbjr tand ; ' 

Who to each foul a bodygave^ 
Firft taken from the earth, 

In thy own image betng made^ 
And warm'd tylith Tital breaths. 

Could %f^ eoncdlte (ilk mighty wdrfc^ 
And underftfHHl 4he tiboic^ 

How the tebabkactt tecjMfti 
A pure immpnal £aul ^ 

And conifltdMid thgr bofuiidfefi bv« 
^ To nutti'flf immrortal part^ - 
And fiiUy know hcrw vUft cjoanv^y 'd « 
In fecret to the heart > 

Could we pecceive ikm inwafd wocki 
And view the n^v cieaitoiii 

Wrought ia the foolf of fipftkl men^ 
Producing renovation; 

72ri9 inward work as ju&.\y c^i^na^ 
Our wonder and fut^pdzC) 



if if > 

AM mdem ^dite as tnil}^ gfoit^ 
A& holy^ juft, mi trife. 



Olir utnMft 'knowlsdgD yet 

Or found by all our att. 
Concerning God, hit yorkf| or wtty«|. 

1$ not a thoulandtb part. 

Each plaMC, doubde^i is a globe 
Coq}pos*d of eatth aad Ica^ 

And fo fill*4 with t^abitanii 
As may be mon- than wb^ . 

.loioe noted ftars liaVe aaaies afl|x'4 

* To be diftioguifli'd by, 

4nd men by variotts arts pKst^od* 

Jheic difiance to defcry ; 

* 

But could they foar on high^ and view 

Thofd'bQdies as they are, 
!Rieir diftance tne^fore t^ith a line^ 

And what ^hey find declare; 

This Qcw £iCGO)int ^ould d\&x V\^ 
From what we now cowcfcvw^ 
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And far tranfoS^d ii^hit mortai >itu«i .. 
At prefent can-beke^dk-i . -^ -.1 \^ 

Perhaps ^t fun may from' our ku : - 

Refle£t upon : them light:; 
And theirs return the feme to us, 

And twinkle in th<e night. 

The ways of God elude our fearchi 
Are pad oui; finding out ; ^ , 

And works of wonder they appear. 
Beyond the fioilptlc's doubt. • 'i 

I^et mortal^ then, abafed be, ; 

And humbled 19 the duft>; • 
His worksiadmire. Jus pow'radore^ :,.- f 

Who is for tver juft. . 
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For he will furcly recompenfe 

According, to our ways, 
To whom.is all obedience due^ 

With everlafting praife. 

Ccstfc, tAA, aftom(h*d mufe^ iind'Ieatf^-' 1 
All farther fpe^uUdtmH -^ ^ 
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And worihip imn,' the great / AMf^ 
The/tar and dread of nationsf, 

U awful filence proftrate lie, 

And leave thy ufelefs pen. 
Till he another theme infpire, 

And raife thee up again. 

. * Ezod. iii. 14. f Ifa. viiL 15. 

i 

A Contemplation on Death. 

T T OW can the human foul, inclosed in 

^ '^ clay^ 

And unaflTur'd of that a fingle day, 

Forget that thi) his cottage made of earth, 

Moft fait 4 vjdsm to the pow'r of death ; 

And not without the deepeft thought refled, 

How much that folemn parting mud affe£l 

Its future being in an endlefs ftate ? 

Mfbo can this awful change but contemplate ? 

Can we preAime, while here we dwell below,* 

The late departed foul's eftate to know ? 

Or trijly, fee the bkifed fouVs &\3t\\\tm'> 

Or Sad the wicked ibuVi de^^'d cotv'Sx'Cxww'^ 
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Can tmni by ^^ bis wirdom, peheiMte» ^T 
Into the nature of a future flate-P' - iyjA 
Or can the blind, who dwell in endlefs nighti 
Conceive the glory of refulgent light ^' *L'ff 
No : thefe are things not to be underftocidb '\ 
By fuch as never knew the fource of gO€4 f 
By nature only, man could never fee A 
His wretched ftate, nor trace his mifcry. 
If here on earth he ineets with pain or griefiV 
He hopes, at laft, kind death will yield reK^fl^ 
Scarcely confid'^r^ng b*d niay yet be vorfe|^ 
And he receive an everlafting curfe. ^^ 
No carnal man can by his fearchings findl'^'^ 
The depth of folace to the peaceful mind^A 
And feldom thinks, that God created maq 
Upon a wife and mod judicious plan ; oX 
Which is recorded in the facred ftory\w') 
To be on purpofe for his Maker's glory. • p 
Few well confider, why the human nvin^jT 
Should, in a fleflily body be confined . .^^ 
A few uncertain days; why, by creation^ ^ 
JFJx'd in a ftate of trial and probation ; 
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That Hff thereby be to obedience brought^ 
And fo r^eem'd from fin in word and • 
t^'K^tfaofught^ 

But tfabfe that me^ with tribulations here^ » 
Arid. ey«F take their feeble ftcps in fear, 
Atf^id, oC moving wrong, fcarce move at all, ^ 
And when they know to ftand, they fear to 

fall; . 

T|iefe are the few to whom this world appears 
4'Jca of trouble^ and a vale of tears : 
'^^ifcii pain of body, or diftrefs of mind, 
fiecomes their portion, this they hope to find, 
Th|t death to them will be a welcome friend, 
Apd'bis approach will make their forrows ^ 

Nor qan to them a fudden terror, bring; 
(Nor will the grave afford a pointed fling) 

Tho'. tinfbrefeen and hafly death appears, 
The wicked only are pofTcft with fears ; 
The truly pure in heart the Lord Jhall fee^ -^ 
And^over death triumph in viftory ; 
Whofc pow'r can only reach the Vvo>\fe cA Ow^ ^ 
Dittodge the /bul, and chace u vYvcact v«w^ % 



( t} ) 

Which only fuffers by that quiek :reaiof^fej}cA 
A quick tranfition to the joys above, -^ oil 
Thus'wheat and tares we fee together ff^iK^ 
And one from t'other do dHlin6lly knowr'j^oM 
Yet both together muft 'till harveft ftaiid» f^'g 
And then be fever'd by the reaper's haii4|/^ 
^Till he in fheaves the wheat together bind^ .,;( 
And leave the tares when fever'd thus ^^*^ 
behind. \. A 

JDzsc&iPTipii of a Tays Minister i]j^ 

Ch-rist. '-/^"^ 

npHAT man or woman's qualify'd to ''^''^ 
-*• teach, '^n 

And can the gofpel tidings truly preach, '"'^ 
Who can the true refining pot endure^ ^" 
Or like fine gold, is quite refin'd and pure* ; ' --^ 
Or like the filver, purg'd from drofs and tin,*' 
From all pollutions fully wafh'd within ; ' •**^ 
And in the furnace being fully try'd, '^ '^^ 
Knows both his flefh and fpirit mortify'd, " ^ * 
'Till condemnation he no more can find, 
But knows converfion, both m Vv^^tt axid ^ ^' * 

mind} 



idlroifi thnf inward purity of heart, 
3 evil thoughts poffefs the inward part ; 
(Ir'fes^liih jcfting for diverfion us'd, 
or^can be be by vanity amus'd ; 

It evermore from levity refrains, 

nd greater: evils perfeQIy difdains ; 

3 guardlefs words attend his converlation, - 

br juft refleflion ftiairis his reputation; 
ifnodeft, chafte, and prudent in his V'ays, 
i^rave deportment conftantly conveys 
ftru8ions round aboyt him to the youth, 

id x:lofe unites with fuch as love the truth i 

\ . ■ . 

one in fpirit \«ith the pure in heart, 
id fuch as dare. not from the law depart ; 
always anxious for the prefervation 
F all profefling truth in every ftation ; 
willing to.fupport its difcipline, 
id with his brethren always in it join, 
) help the weak, and ftrengthen the fincere, 
ic ftubborn check, but not with words 

fevere ; 
Ivifes^ always, in that fpring oC lov^^ 

u would recUirUj and mo&cS^&A3ia^ ^^on^** 

E a 
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' Confiflent with that pattern lefttchind, ^ 

By him who is the Savior of mankina ; , 
To whofe example he muft always keeper 
Who ne'er was: fcen to laug)>, but often weep: 
And his difciples always will be grave. 

And with the greateft decency behaive ; '• 
And by examples will in(lru£lions give, 
AnAJhtw his hearers how they ought to live; 
But fuch as do'nt, from preaching fhould- ^ 

refrain, 
And filence keep, nor dare to preach again 
For all their pains therein will prove in vain./. 
This ancient maxim's furely true, we know^ 
Nojlream can higher than its fountain Jloiv. 
The gift that comes from God to him will 

lead ; [plcad^ ; 

.-»r 

But that which comes from man^ for man wflf 
Lead to extol his parts — but not admire 
The gift as God's, becaufe he don't infpire : '"* 

■r 

But when he does, it gains fuch evidences "^ 
As can't be fathom'd by the outward fenfes. 

Theje perjom^ onfyj have a right to preachy ^T 
Of whom it may be truly Jaid, thcj teaclv* -^5 
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An Epistle to a very young Vfkujm^ 

Ti y|"Y much efteemed) little friendi 
^^^ Some hinli of good advice I fend, 

In much good-will to thee ; 
A.nd let them deeply be impreft, 
A.nd treafur'd up within thy breafi^' . 

And dill remember'd be. 

Pirft then begin the Lord to fear, 

^nd in his counfel always fleer, 

^ * 

Let him thy ways direft; 
\s good from bad thou can'fl difcern^ 
f)^void the bad, the other learn, 

And he will thee prote3. 

Baalj^ays decent, neat, and plain, 
FxQxn modilh drefs and pride refrain. 

Though found in every ftation j 
Be modefi, courteous, yet referv'd. 
But let not friendfliip quite be flarvM^ 

For want of converfation, 

TO; true religion be inclin'd^ 
ind let it HU thy h^jfi and vsvvnA^ 



•Tis worthy of thy choice : 
And thou wilt find returns of peace 

Wilt daily more and more increafe, 
And caufe thee to rejoice : 

'Twill to thy parents thee endear, . 
And gain fuch love and friendfhip here, 

As can't be well expreft; 
\nd lafting blefEngs from the Lord 
•Vill here on earth be thy reward. 

And lead to endlefs reft. 

The Refuge of the Righteous. 
To a Friend. 






I 



• *.* 
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AS here on earth we meet with trlbula-. *T 
tions, [bations;^ \ 

And pafs through many deep and fore pro- ■*. 
Sometimes furrounded with diftrefling fears, ./. 
And fometimes overwhelm'd with floods of 
tears ; [preft, 

Sometimes with our own frailties much op- 
And /bmetimes more wiih oi\\eTs (^\Aud\C« 
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And often griey'd for the abominations. 
Which fo abound in the profeifrng nations. 
Threatening fome heavy judgments from 

above^ 
If no kind warning will elFeflual prove. 
Thus to conHder what mankind profefs, 
And howthey live— occalions deep diftrefs 
To ihofe who love the Lord, and who lament 
To fee fo many fm-r-fo few* repent : 
And fee profeflbrs fill'd with high pretences 
Of ferving God, when, by the confcquenceS| 
Tis clear to fee they from his ways depart, 
And love him not fincerely from the heart; 
But love their pleafure more, and drive to 

pleafe [cafe ; 

Their vain defires, and reft themfelves at 
No crofs they bear, no felfdenial choofe, 
And thus the way of life and peace refufe : 
Wbcre, in thefe cafes, muft the righteous fly ? 

Shall man, for help, to feeble roan apply ? . 

No, iurely no ! Vain is the help of man, 

His ittmoft efforts weak, do all he can : 

3u£ he that dotb upon the )^oid Te\>} ^ 

VIll End his £fracious fuccout ^^vj^ "ww^*! 
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He c^n relieve the doubtings of thi mhid^i^ 
And give that prefent help it wants to fitoiiT 

■ 

He cares for them wboon him caft their^ cW^ 
And helps the tempted to avoid the ffiArc*>'2 
To them that afk, the Ihield of faith bcftows^ 
To quench the fiery darts which fatan thtdiTi 
To wound the humble foul with caufetefs fiit^ 
And make the ways of God unjuft appeal J* 
W ho, to the righteous, is a friend indeed ; 
A prefent helper in the time of need, 
A true phyfician to the wounded foul, 
Whofe word alone can make it truly who^ 
Strength to the weak is always with him .^ « 

brought, ffougl^ 

And counfel giv'n to him who counfd ^^^^ 
To God alone the righteous ever fled, . ^ 
And all their wants before him humbly ... 

fpread ; 
Who was and is, and will be nigh at hand „ 
To all his little ones, in every land. 
By him no trials are to any brought, 
And no inftruftive leffon by them tau^t -^ 
And what attends his chi\dTw\>y ^^itoMStf»^ 



Proy^ advantageous to the fouPs conditiooi 
Though grievous for the prefent they, appear^ 
^ivlta.tibe tried foul may feem fevers; 
B^t when the Lord doth thefe afilidions 

^.:.|pikfs, [nefs; 

^}^Qn they produce the fruits of righteouf. 
^Qfd fuch probations very often tend 
To Jotid peace and comfort in the end. 

1 • • • 

Oh the Shortness and UNCERTAiNtv 

of Life, 

S^H.ORT and uncertain is the life of man, 
l/'Whofe longed time is only calVd a fpao j 

And. that fo fhort and rapid in progreflion, 

irliai wphave but a moment in poireilion; 

Yea) while we fpeak, that alfo flies away. 

And others that fucceed, which make the day^ 

Thus itight fucc.eeds the day, and day die 

But each uncertain flill — a fecret quite 
From us conceal'd — ^all for our penetration- 
Could never find its length nor fmall duration. 
As i^n^^nts thus at loiU^ oux.eat^ \S[vov\iw\ye.^ 
Mdi Uiiprepar'd the mcffen^eix vo ^^^-^ 
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That calls us hence. No time have we t#. 

fpare, ■- 

In which we ought not with the utmoft care. 
For our removal daily to prepare. 
No time for avaricious thoughts to be 
At all indulged ; nor in the lead degree 
To aim at grafping heaps of riches here, 
Whofe ufefulnefs we cannot make appear : 
No time have we to fpare for vain delight } 
No time for fports^ as pleafing in our fight. 
To lead us to forget ttnc^rtain timtj [prime 
Which we fliould rightly ufe : when in our 
There's time fufficient prudently to fpare, 
For honeft labor, and induftr;ou9 care. 
For the fupport of life, and gain fupplies 

Of every needful thing.- 

A truly thoughtful man may often find 
Leifure enough to exercife his mind, 
Amidft bis labor, in deep contemplation, 
And inwardly to pray for prefervation : 
£ut true religion will extremes prevent, - 
And Pender men Jh att cft^iw coTAeox-, 




at €fki}s for this — Give firft to God iby 
!heart, 

A feek bis kingdom in thy inWard {>ait ; 
vjote thy youth-r-4hy ftrcngth-<-*thy parts^^^ 

thy all, 
yield obedience to the heavenly call; 
lat man fubmit entirely to fulfil, 
le known requirings of his Maker's will : 
rhat his Creator ftill remembered be*, 
fore the evil days draw nigh, when he 
lall fay. In them I can no pleafurefee ; 
rfbre his vitals feel the fatal ftroke, 
r golden bowl, orjilver cord be broke ; 
tfore the keeper i of the houfejlialljhake^ 
tfore the pitcher at the fountain break ; 
tfore the windows' clofe— the grinders ceafe^ 
'he flrong Trun bow, hecaufe of ftrength's 

decreafe ; 
\tfore the fun and moon withdraw their light ^ 
^rflars ar^ hid, and veiled from his fight, 
\ni man return to his long home again, 

, • - « 

[ni mourning in thejlreets is then in tj^iin " 

* Ecclef. TAX. I, kc% 
F 
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Wife would it be in man, thus to refleft^ 
And all his paft mircondu6l recoiled, 
And drive to inend the failings that are pa(^ 
And fpend his day as if it was his laft ; 
No evil praftice, no indulgent ways, 
Should fill the fhort remainder of his days: 
And as the time is (hort-*— the work is great 
He h?ts to do, or fully to complete ; 
Jf life Oiould fail, this lofs he can't retrieve, 
Nor fhun the fentence which he muft receive. 
So fwift is time, the infants t'other day. 
Are grown to men^*-the ancients fwept away} 
The ftrqng man lately, alfo feeble grows. 
And foon muft dierr-the aged wife man knoHvt^ 
His outward fenfes fail— r-that he declines ; 
Th? wretched mifer feels it, and repines 

To leave lys gold^r^his god-r-and all he hath^ 
And dreads to die, for fear of endlefs wrath. 
But let tiftie thus with fwifthefs fly away, * 
JLet beauty, ftreqgth, or fenfes, thus decay'; 
Let ev'ry clafs of men poft to the grave, 
uiiifd hfiiten on^ their exit there to bs^ve'i 



*.<■' 
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Let thofe that love their pleafures here oa 
earth, [death; 

■ 

\ Grieve and lament whene'er they think of 
Tht righteous cannot grieve^ becaufe they truft 

In him alone, that's faithful, true and juft, 
5 ..I To grant to them an endlefs ftaie of reft, 
1 1 In which they will remain for ever bleft. 

In happinefs with him, which cannot ceafe; 

A ftate of true tranquility and peace. 

J But tho' the ftrength of man thus feels decay, 
1 And all his days are flying fwift away, 
^ Suppofe his time was fix'd for eighty years. 
That, to eternity compar'd, appears 
So vcry^fliort, when pa ft, 'tis like a day, 
Whofe fleeting moments quickly Aide away. 
Should not poor man, in this uncertain ftate, 
Great prudence ufe, before it be too late ? 
Sonfe ferious thoughts admit into his mind. 
About what future ftate he hopes to find ; 
Whether the way he takes be right or wrong. 
And what rewards muft ftill to each belong ? 
Would man but feek, he'd find a teacher tveax;^ 
That would inform him alv^a^s Vvo>« vo ^"^w^ 
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And lead him to confider that his breath 
He muft refign at the approach of death; 
Which always him purfues with winged fpeed^ 
Apd gjiin^ upon him faft > yea, faft indeed ! 
Is even at hi§ heels, with fcythe in h^nd. 
To cut hiin down, whofe force he can't with- 

fiand ;- 
Prepared or not, he muft a viSim be. 
And launch from time into eternity : 

O endlefs ftate ! If bleifed, bleft indeed! 
3ut if in torment, fo it is decreed 
That in that ftate it muft for ever be, 
And fo remain to all eternity : 
No reftoration left, nor hop'd relief^ v 
Can then at all alleviate its grief. 
Let precious time be rightly ufed then, 
And truly valu'd, by the fons of men ; 
And wifely fiird^ with diligence and care. 
To ferve the Lord, and for his reft prepare. 

A Contemplation on Heaven. 

A S here on earth the bleffings of the Lord| 
'^-^ To tumble minds^tudvfcci^V^o^ ^- 

fordi 
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Or whtb he makes his countenance to fliine 
Upon the fceking foul, with love divine j 
One hour of this fublime and perfeft joy 
DcHh (while poffeft) the raptur'dfoul employ 
In grate;^! thanks, refulting from its worth : 
Vain is th' attempt by words to fet it forth, 
For language fails*— an inward fecret fong 
It only feels — to which no words belong, 
If thus the foretafte be, the full poffeffion 
Can't be conceiv'd, npr couched in expreffion, 
Where faints and angels fhare the full fruition 
Of endlefs blifs, that has no intermiffion j 
Where glorious vifions always meet the fight, 
And ev'ry voice that's heard affords delight -, 
Where foleran filence, for a certain fpace, 
Was mark'd by John*, to fill the holy place ; 
4nd when the Holy One in filence fits, 
And all the heav'nly hoft to him fubmits. 
No fight more folemn ! awful, and prpfound, 
In.heav'n above, or earth beneath is found ; 
Where numbers endfefs, fiU'd with joy and 

praife, 

* Rev. xYui. I. 
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Arehufh'datonce — and each his* Lord obeyi} 
And when he pleafes, each exalts his voice,' 
Tranfcendent joy indeed ! Where ail rejoice: 
Where pain and grief, where mourning and 
diftrefs, -# 

i With their attendants, never find accefs ; 

Where confolation in perfeftion reigns. 
And peace triumphant evermore remams ; . 
Where fongs harmonious, and united love, . . 
Cement, as one, the happy fouls above, 
Who dwell in regions of eternal day, 
Tranfcending far the fun's meridian ray ; 
And where the glory of the fovereign Lord 
Superior luftre does thereto aflPord ; 
Whofe moft majeftic glory fills the fpace 
OF that immenfe expanfe, and heavenly place. 
Where great Jehovah's fmiles infpire the lays 
Of raptur'd fouls to fing his endlefs praife, 
To join with angels, and aloud proclaim 
The glorious wonders of his mighty name ; 
His love fet forth, his tender mercies Ihew, 
To whom their homage is fo juftly due; 
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lo^. (hort their trials were, in fleih and hlomd, 
iad that by his fupport alone they ftood 
The trial of their faith^*^ fmall probation, 
Thus to be crown'd with glory aod lalvatioiil 

The hopes of this tranfcending-joy at laft, 
iVhen all the conflifts here on earth are paft^ 
lave been the objed of the faints regard, 
The hop'd for rccompcnfe of their reward ; 
The aim'd at mark of the defired prize, * 
)n which with ftedfaft hope they fix'd their 

eyes : 
'lot all the tort'ring pains of cruel death, 
)enounced by the moft vindiftive breathy 
'ould holy martyrs e'er intimidate, 
ior hinder their purfuit of fuch a ftate. 
Lnd (hall we now, with perfeft freedom blefl, 
ly laws protefted (not by laws oppreft) 
orget our duty, carelefs and at eafe, 
thd ftrive with fenfual things ourfelves to 

« 

pleafe ; * 

lefufe to bear the crofs, — and fubjeft be 
^o him whofe juft command \s^ ¥q\\vu) w^ 



( 68 ) 

j^i to pur fouls ye rejljkall furely find ? 
What tafk more eafy ? What more truly kind? 
Then for paft fin fub^it to deep diftrefs. 
And by degrees advance in righteoufnefs, 

O may we not, in this a fabbath-day^ . 
"iior yet in winter^ take our flight away^ 
From a dependance on that mighty hand, 
That gave to Abram's feed the promised land ! 
Who ftrengthen'd all the righteous to prepare^ 
In realms on high, celeftial joys to fhcire ! 
That this may be my happy lot at laft, 
Has been my deep concern for years by-paft : 
No more amongft the wicked to converfe, 
No more to deafen'd ears my griefs rehearfe j 
No mote conftrain'd the ignorant to teach, 
No more to dead profefTors forc'd to preach j . 
No more conftrain'd the drowfy to awake^ 
But evermore of lafting blifs partake ; 
Where forrows ceafe, and tears are done away, , 
And endlefs glory forms perpetual day : 

No darknefs there — no gloomy tedious night^= 
But, hU isjdy — a kingdom of delight i 
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On George Fox, and his Mission, 

GREAT was the work, though firoplc 
was the man, 
By whom this glorious work was firft began ; 
Calm and ferene his inward ftate of mind, 
In which he was to ferve the Lord refign'dj; 
Subjeft his will, his temper mortify'dj 
His heart upright, and confcience purify'd; 
JEnlighien'd from above, he came to fee 
The inward law of God his rule to be : 
Which gave him, inwardly, the cleared fight 
Of man's depraved ftate — and in this light 
(Which in his underftanding often fhone) 
By him deep things of God were right|y 

known. 
The myft'ries of iniquity reveal'd, 
And things which had for ages been conceard : 
His heart was truly fill'd with gofpel love, 
In which he greatly did himfelf approve 
To be a workman not to be afham'd, 
His conduft never being juftly blam'd : 
In things. A* vine his knowledge v^^^ Y^oKovJX^'i 
And tbo" unleara'd; in undei^axv^tv^^^^'^^' 
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'bus, by experience in the things of God, 
ie could defcribe to man jhe path he trod, 
Point out to him the way for his falvation, ^ 
And how he might attain to each gradation, 
Iti his advances towards reformation ; j 

And fo was truly qualify'd to preach 
The doQrines which the holy fcripiures tead 
Defcribe the feed of evil in the heart, 
And holy fpirit in the inward part ; 
Each driving to obtain the fole direction 
Of all our ways, and govern each afFe6iion i 
Thus Ihew'd the way for overcoming fin. 
By ftri£l attention to the Lighi within^ 
Or Spirit of the Lord, whofe operations 
Always enable to refift temptations ; 
No longer flaves to fin, but free indeed, 
W hi 1ft governed by the pure and holy feed ^ 
The feed of God, the quick and powerful u 
Thai' sjhar per than a keen two-edged fwor 
Which, when it's drawn, will inftantly be; 
To flay that nature that inclines to fin, 
'Till man becomes like gold refin'd and } 
Ands^ll confum'd thatcaDLi\^<^^i^ttAv 
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The fire, that burns away the drofs and tin^ 
And confecrates to God the heart within ; 
An houfe not made with hands^ an houfe of 
prayr^r 

And then the Lord is rightly worfliip'd there, 
In Spirit and in Truth — this adoration ^ 
The Lord our God accepts with approbation: 
A type of which the ten^ple was of old, 
Whofe inward parts were laid with pureft gold, 
And all its veifels, at its dedication, 
Had Holinefs engrav'd, as confccration. 
Thefe truths he labor'd much to* make appear, 
PtrfeHing holinefs in godly fear : * 

And what he taught to others, he poffeft. 
And peace from God abounded in his breaft : 
In him no rigid fournefs did appear, 
Tq ftubborn finners yet was he fevere ; 
Laid judgment on the head of the tranfgreflbr^ 
And juft rebukes upon the vain profeffor; 
When penitents apply'd, relief to have. 
The healing balm of confolation gave ; 
Tender to thofe who did falvation feek^ 
And to the humble foul v^'as a\v5^.^^ \x\&^ v 

* z Cor. Vu, !• 
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A fturfing father was to the upright ; " 
To thofe in darknefs recommended light ; 
To noify people, ht did filence teach, 

And io,the life in words^he death*did preach j 
To thofe who had the form of godlinefs, 
The inward pow'r alone did ftrongly prefs; 
He deem'd that miniftry corrupt and vain, 
Whofe fole fupport is prefent worldly gain; 
That ceremonies in religion tend 
To lead profeffors on them to depend ; 
And fo divert the well intending mind 
From feeking after what it ought to find, 
The real fubftance — and that forms prevent 
The work of grace, and yield a falfe content, 
Lull men afleep, fecure in fenfual eafe, 

And then the form without the pow'r can 
pleafe ; 

But when the pow'r is felt, and thus poffeft, 
The foul is then by empty forms oppreft ; 
In awful filence, then, fuch can implore 
The heavenly aid, and truly God adore : 
The broken heart no form o^ >Na\^^ x^ojivt^^ 
To tell its wants^ or fay ^Wi Vx. d^^vt^^ \ 
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Thefe trutb ht held, and farther did declare^ 
That hireling prieib apoftadzed were. 
And ignorant of God, and always made 
Preaching for hire to them a gainful trade ; 
Thus tbii^^jreformer taught, and thus believed 
Thofe who were hy l^ dofbrine undeceived* 
But this plain dodrine^ in fo dark an age; 
Sa prieft and people moftly in a rage ; 
And him whofe do8rine they could not 

confute, 
With whom they were not able to difpute. 
Him they refolv'd by force to perfecnte ; 
And bis adherents too : but no (uccefs 
Did them attend, nor thofe at all fupprefs : 
The more the camomile was trod, the more 
Each branch took root, and deeper than 

before, 
For all thefe hardlhips j all they hop'd to find^ 
Was peace with God to confolate the mind ; 
This to obtain, he preached reformation, 

(And fo alarmed much this drowfy natron ; 
Tum'd many ibuls to God, from evil wvj^ 
i Aadlkw the work to profptt 'm V\^ ^vj%% 
' G 
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H« to tlie Lord did multitudes invite, * v- *- ^ 
And greatly in that. fery ice did delight : -£ 
No cruel treatment could his mind deter^ '^ 
Nor outward eafe to peace of mind prefer : ' 
So great a work, fo rapid in progreQion,' f*l 
In. bringing thoufands to the fame profeffion>]f 
Children unborn, in future (hall admire, '' 
And blef^ the God, who did the man infpire^ - 
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On the Greatness and Mercy of God;';, 

'AlN would my mufe attemj)t in gratefaj^* 
lays, . ''^ 

To fing the greatnefs of Elohim's praifc; * 
Farn would prefume, infpircd from above, ' ' 
To fing of his compaffion, and his love ; 
His tender mercies towards men relate, 
Extol his pow'r, as infinitely great; 
Fain would file, with expanded wings, afcend| 
And view the wonders, none can comprehend; 
She may prefume, in thought, to mount^H 
high. 
Admire the glorious orbs atowxvd vJ\^ (ky v 
ToIhe\^ this wifdoin,g\oTy,ipo\i'T^^^m\^ 
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h A th^taie too great for mortals to indite * 

I And for my feeble mufe too great a taik, 
. For alt the pow'rs (he has, or dare to aflc. 

: Na human arts can meafure out the fpace^ 
Nor fix the juft dimenfions of the race 
Pne planet runs, in its own annual courfe, 
Nor fliew its great velocity and force. 
W^oder we may, and wonders they appear ^, 
And wonders they remain from year to year. 
The works of men wear out, and foon decay, 

j) fii}tthefe are (till the fame, and no delay. 
By accident, or wearing, flops the courfe, 
fiul all retain their ancient forms and force. 

AH thefe are things beyond the reach of man, 

I. 

To comprehend the wifdom of his plan; 
All we can fathom claims our admiration, 
And calls aloud for awful adoration. 
Jj Tho' things above we can but partly know, 
.We better underftand his works below, 
Perceive his wonders in the earth and feas ; 
^See life in motion move by flow degrees : 
In aaimals, their life foou ftvd^^ v*ivj.^ 
^^tad vegeublc life has ks decv}.%. 
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From whence we fee, and clearly imderftaild, 
His fov'jneign powV^ and that his juft com-^ 

mand 
All nature ftill obeys— and that his laws 
Are ftill therein the fix*d and certain caafe* 

c 

But leaving this, let me confider next 
The ftate of man ; how fickle and perplext ! 
So wife, fo fooliOi — happy, yet diftreft; ' 
In bondage — freedom — joyful, yet oppreft j 
Blind, tho* he fees ; and feeing, yet is blind ; 
For fomething feeking, which he cannot fiiid* 
This the Almighty in compalTion faw, 
And, in his mercy, gave to him a law, 
To be his rule — to reQify his mind, 
Shew him his ftate, inftru6t him how to find 
The favor of his God, enjoying peace, 
Which, with obedience, daily would incrcafej 

And this his tender mercy does not fail, 
Who, by his love, is ftriving to prevail, 

Reproving man, from year to year, for fin^ 

'And manifefting thus his mind within ; 
In order to conduEl him a\\Va& ^^j^^ 

-^^^uide him fafcAy \u\iu\io\^ ^^^^\ 
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iftiedceni his foul from death, By giving grace, 

Ami inward ftrength to run the hcav'nly race j 
And fo obtain at lad a glorious pri^e, 
The hope of which he fets before his eyes, 
Tb animate his foul ftill to purfue 
The way of life — and evil to efchew : 
And gives him hope to overcome at laft, 
When all thefe conflifts here are over-paft ; 
Who gave his Son a ranfom for mankind, 
That all thereby this benefit fliould find ; 
He ftiould become an advocate to plead. 
And for them with his Father intercede, 
i When they repent, bewailing their condition, 
And fo obtain, through him, a full remiffion 
Of all their fins — what kind of love is this, 
Thu3 to obtain for them the way to blifs ! 

When our firft parents did in Eden dwell. 
And thence, by difobedience, quickly fell, 
Greativas the pity which their fov'reign Lord, 
To them in deep compaflion did afford 
In their diftrefs — when the Eternal Mind 
Beheld how much it wou\d ^S^^ m^x^tisxv^^ 

G a 
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And fo determfh'd what the means fhoxM W 
Which in due time, Ihould fet 'cm wholly firce; 
And fo reftore them, fully, from the fall, 
And make falvation pofliblc to all, 
Would they embrace the means he ftiould 

provide, 
And in obedience to his will abide, 
And in his arm of ftrength alone confide ; 
But if they 3id fuch means of help refufe, 
They might themfelves of negligence accufe; 
Acquit the great Creator of the blame. 
And i^YjbyJin their own deftrudtion came* 

In early times God did for man* provide *'' 
His Holy Spirit, to inftruft and guide 
The fons of men ; but as the fcriptures tell. 
They dar'd againil its teachings to rebel* : 
But when our Savior did atonement make, 
And ofFer'd up his life for loft maix's fake, 
He purchafed for him the gift of grace, 
To be diflFufed through the human race^ 
And be fuflRcient to enable all 
To wjtncfs reiteration from the fall^ 
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^decm their minds from evil, and reftorc 
) man the freedom which he had before & 
aprint on him that native innocence ' 
hat Adam had, before his firft offence : 
nd as in Adam his defcendants dy'd, 
) when the Son of Giyl was crucify'd, 
II men obtain'd through him, without ex^ 

emption, 
he means of their falvation and redemption; 

cmg made alive thro* him, who is the Way^ 
\e Truths and Zt/«*, to all that do obey 
le inward teachings of the gift of grace, 
'hich v^ill enable fo to run the race^ 
s to their Maker to obtain accefs, 

^ being made alive in righteoufnefs ; 
^ho once were dead in fin, but now are free 
o ferve the Lord, in perfeft liberty ; 
freedom, which we are by fcripture told^ 
hildren of God enjofd t in days of old. 
^ho then, among the fons of men, can fay 
11 God has done for man ? And can dlC^lvf 
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The height Of depth of love ? Or can exprel 
The length and breadth of all his tendernefs 
Unto his creature man ? My fimple rnufe 

Declines the tafk, and mud herfelf excufe 
From moving farther in a work fo great ; 
For words will fail,-imd language can't relati 
His goodncfs, care, and fatherly regard. 
To love, forgive, affift, and then reward. 

Off the Reward of the Righteous. 

T7YE hath not feeuy car hcard^ nor heart 
"^^ conceiv'd*^ 

(Nor can it be by wicked men believ'd) 
The good things which the Lord hath yet ia 

ftore, 
To Sflefs the righteous with for ever more ; 
• Riches in bags laid up^ as fcriptures fay tj'j 
Which QxntXtheif can never Jleal away, j 
Nor moth can ever eat—^nor rufi decay. J 
Tho' from the wicked this is ftill conceaPdj 
Yet to the faithful few it is revealv'd, \ 

* I Cor. ii. 9t , Ita- ^^A^* V 

t Mat Ti. aQ,4 lioJw iviv ^^ 
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By Chrift, the Son of God*~aQd known to be 
A bicfled ftate of true felkky. 
And here on earth, the high and holy Lord 
Doth to his faithfttl lervants ftill afford 
A memberihip in Cfarift, his only Son, 
lyhei^all his members do unite in one, 
And all are joined to the holy head, 

From ^hom the vital ftrength does fuHy 

fpread, 
For their fupport ; to which his words agree, 

/ am in j^ou^^ faith be, and you in me. 
Kit this confummate ftate's obtain'd on earth 
By thofe alone who know the fecond birth ; 
And ov^r thefe the fecond death can have 
No pow*r to hurt at all beyond the ^ave ; ^ 
But in their God they will for ever dwell, 
A ftate of glory, angels can't excel* 

ITo a young Man on his Recovery, after ba- 
' ving been given over by his Phyficians. 

T OWN, dear friend, whene'er I contemplate 
*^ Upon the favor granted |]m& dL\a(^> 

f John jxf. %^ 
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Ja giving thee a further fpace of time, 
In this which naay be truly cajl'd thy prime j 
Yet for thy wife and children to prepare 
Of needful things a comfortable fhare ; 
To be a kind companion to thy wife, ^ 

And guide thy childrens fteps awhile in life;. 
Appears a bleffing which I can't exprefs. 
Nor view without a fenfe of thankfulnefs : 
May humbling thoughts, in future, always 

raife, " * ■ 

The juft returns of gratitude and praife. 
In all our hearts, to him who gives us brea^ 
And has reftor'd thee from the verge of death ! 
May he henceforward all thy fteps direft, 
And from all evil ways thy foul proteft ;- ^ 
Engage thy heart to love his holy ways, 
And to devote to him thy future days ; 
And (though engag'd in trade) his fervice be 
Moft lov'd, moft fought, and moft defir'd by 

thee: 
So will thy life be bleft, thy wealth increafe^ 
And tbpu thereby mayft. Uv^ axvd die in ^eaic<{ 
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On Inward Poverty, and a rambimg 
"" Mind in Religious Meetings. 

I. 

OTH AT my mind could ftill refrain 
From ev'ry foolifh thought f 
And all my mental movings be 

To true fubjeftipn brought! 

IL 
That when my heart is bent to feek 

The Lord for help and peace, 

All, thoughts that would my mind divert^ 

Might then entirely ceafe. 

III. 
Though, when retir'd, I've often felt 

Some inward confolations. 
Yet when I would again retire, 
I've met with fore probations. 

IV. 
Perhaps about indilFrent things 

My thoughts have been employed, 

Which for a while were not fuppreft^ 

Nor any good enjoy 'd* 



V. 

But O that I, wkh diKgenc^t 

May labor more and more. 
That fo the Lord may; condefcend 
His faTors to reftore I • . 

VI. 
That I may feel my ftrength renew'd. 

Temptations to refift ; 

Which if I humbly wait to find, 

He furely will affift : 

VIL 
Becaufe his arm is cloth'd with ftrengtb| 

And full of he€kv'nly might ; 

His ear is open to the poor, 

Whofe aid is hk delight. 

VIII. 
To him, in ftraits, may I apply, 

Whilft I remain on earth : 

As he alone can give me life. 

And break the pow*r of deaths 

IX. 
Though frail I am, aui {ttL\V ^e ^te^ 

And On this Gide line |;jr%^t^ 
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A ftate of frailty ev*j^ one 
Muft Ml exjpeft to havi ; 

X. 
Silt to tiie Lord we all (hould iQ^k 

In times of deep diftrefs ; 

And in profperity as much, 

Though ..then we feek hiiB lefs* 

XI. ^ 

Tis his reviving heav'ujy love 

Can only diflipate 
The idle ramblings of the mindj 
Although exceeding great; 

XII, 
'Tis this alonS can chafe away . 

Our vain imaginations, 

And change the rovings of our minds 

To proper contemplations : 

XIIL 
Wean all our thoughts from earthly things, 

Save only for our ufe ; 

And tbofe receive as with a mind 

Aycrfe to things profufc% ... 

H 



Thu fov'reign help, this gracious aid^' 

This awful, humbling powV, 
Is that for which we- ought to wait^ 
■ And feck for ev'ty hour; 

To the Youth of the Female Sz:> 
Qn Dress, Sec. 

L 

T If THY fhould your na^tive innocence. 

^ ^ Adorn'd in youth, with wit and fei 

In modefty array'd, 
Which always amiably appears. 
Be loft as you advance in years, 

And you to pride betray'd ? 

II. 

Does wifdom teach to vie in drefs ? 

Or folly, only, teach excefs, 

And captivate the mind ? 
Can love of pleafures yield you peace ? 
Or can you, if your virtue ceafe^ 

True folid comfort fend? 
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hidw can .yoii. ever be at .eafcj 
. When n6 invented mode can plcafe 
r When pnce it's common grown ? 

1 Or how can you in things delight, 
f Before you find their fafhions right, 
• Or cuts be fuHy known ? 

This heavy crofs attends your pride, 
Vour clothes half worn are laid aiid^, 

Or alterations made; 
And'thofe who do it feldom Icnow 
iProm whence thefe whim§ or fancies flow^ 

And never learn their trade. 



V. 
Thus many wade their precious tihae. 

And fool away their youthful prime, 
And (pend their nfxoncy too. 

In following ev*ry foolifli fafhion^ 
' • That's newly brought into the nation, 
And fome themfelves undo. 

VI. ^ 
:^ Fm- gay with gay acquainlauce U^<e^ 

^ itoi oftentimes fuch matches ix^Vft^ 



As rum both at laft : 
But thofe who are both juft and wife. 
And fear the Lord, they ftill defpife 

All things that change fo faft^ 

VII. 

Thefe learn feligipufly to fear 

The God who gave theni beings here, 

And daily bear his cro&; 
To him alone they have their eye, 
And Qi^his arm alone rely. 

And ieldom fuffer lofs» 

vm. 

But fuch as emulate in drefs, 
But little reft or peace poffefs. 

For all theii* great expence ; 
In thofe purfuits they often find 
Some frelh perplexities of mind. 

Which ftill ariie from thence^ 

IX, 
Thus many, like the troubled feas^ 
Are tofs'd about, and find no eafe^ 
Art ftill in fiu€tuaxVoi^> 



or can they find it, till they know 
he fource from wheoce true comforts flow^ 
And inward reformation^ 

Comparison between a Winter Orchard^ 
and the Church under our Name* 

P'HE winter trees, depriv"* of fruit| 
^ Whofe leaves are fully gone, 
efemble death, at dijlant view; 
But, ifitarly look'd upon, * 

heir buds are living, freih and full, 

And ready to expand, 
/'hen frigid winter's paft away. 

And fpring is near at band ; 

hen ey'ry branch and ^rig will {hoot, 
And foon in bloom appear, 
nd op'ning foliage foon denote 
The fummer feafon near. 

Vhen blooming ceafes, foon appears 
The newly*formed frgit, 
l^hich when matured, and fully ripe, 

For various ends wiU luil^ 

G a 



But if, in Winter, all the trees '■'''- 

Their rank and places keep, 
And ftana uprt^t, retain their hoM^ 

By roots fecure and deep ; 

Tho* ruffling vinds may often ihakSe^ 
And try Hij6x utmdft ftrength. 

For this they 'will the better grow. 
And frartfut prove at length ; 

Tho'^ pinching frofts, and chilling winds^; * 

Theijjl^fap may lignify. 
And fapling-twigs may flronger grow. 

And wood become; thereby ; ^ 

Which, in the fpring- time, will produce 

Such fprigs as will appear 
Both weak and tender, on the trees. 

As they laft feafon were. ■ 

By thefe gradations, we behold 

The beauteous creation 
Gfiow and increafe from year to year, ^ 

To human admirjition : 



■ 

nd tho' our people at this time 
Like winter trees appear^ 
nd ev'ry leaflefs twig denotes 
The feafon of the yiear : 

'et while each member keeps bis placej 
Like trees where they are Ipfeled^ 

'heir tender buds will rife and fwelL 
And leaves appear when wanted : 

i^hen fpring coines on^ the gentle fhow'rs 
Frefli verdure will bellow : W 

ind when the fummer feafon comes. 
Their fruit again will grow ; 

Vhich by the fun will ripen'd be. 

Fit for the mafter's ufe ; . 
Vf ay fuch a time to us draw nigh, 

And fuch elFeQs produce : 

^nd this long winter to the church, 
(When fome fuppofe her dead) 

5ft folLow'd by a joyful fpring. 
To raifc her drooping head. 
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A Resolution realrzc^. 



A S wifhing will neither procure nor pti 
^ ^ yent, 

I hope to cqi^ue my ftate of content, 
And y iel d to my lot with a proper fubmi 

fion, 
And think myfelf bleft in my prefent cond 

"* lion. 
I'll not l^fli for richeS) becaufe of their 

fnares, 
Nor yet for inore bus'nefs^ becaufe of i 

cares, 
But thankfully ufe what the bounty bf beav 
Has furniih'd a$ needfal, nor fparfngly giv^i 
A mind free from guilt, and pofiieifing tn 

peace, - 

O ! thefe arc the riches I wifli to increafe 
For a ftate betwixt eafe, and a conftant cni 

ploy, 
Is the ftate I would choofe^ and the ftate T 
enjoy. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

QINCE what's above written fome years 
^ areexpir'd, 

In which I've accomplifh'd one thing I de-« 
V .firy^ 

And retir'd from trade to a ftill quiet life, 
With only one fervant, myfelf and my wife^ 
To a rural, convenient, and good habitation. 
Not graii^ yet fecure, and becotajiff my . 

ftation. 
And what time I do*nt in my duty employ^ 

■ 

With my garden, my books, or my pen I 

'' «njoy, 

Stve in rides and in walks ; and I then con* 

template 
How feldom fuch favors are known by the 
I' great. 
And I fee nothing now that is like to pre« 

vent 

Kfy future enjoyment of peac^ ^xtfi ^q\:^&'cx\ 
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A fcnfe of thefe mercies^ vith true tha 

nefi, 
Makes deeper impreffions^ than word 

-Acprels^ 
Which J hope will induce me^ the rell 

tdaysi 
To render the Giver obedience and p 
Should pain^ ache^ or ficknefs, in ol 

attend) 
With patience 1 hope to fubtiiit in the 
And fo jiiAd to death^ when^ if fav or'd 

peace, 
AH forrows and pain will be ended and 
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PREFACE. 



TO THE SERIOUS HEADERS. 

CONFESS I recoUea with pleafure,nol 
only the great delight, but the real advan^- 
je I took, in my young years, inf reading the 
oil remarkable tranfa^tigns of the lives of 
nae of thofe worthies of old, of whom ih€ 
)rld was not worthy^ who wandered in def- 
'5, and in mountains^ and in dens^ and in 
ves of the earth ; having obtained a good re^ 
rt through faith. Heb. xi. 38, 39, and 
\6 alfo, by a patient continuing in well doings 
stained an incorruptible crown which fadeth 
t away\ tho' in this life they paffed through 
any and great tribulations, but, having an 
e to a better country ^ and to that recompenfe 
reward, which was and ever will be fure 
:th the Lord. Of this number the two 
ophets, Elijah and Elifha, the principal fub- 
Els of thefe (heets, were none of the leaft, 
ling men who yielded a ready obedience to 
e wilJ of God, In the wic\^td m^ oS. few- 

I 
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hab, king of Ifraely the influence of his idda- 
trous and imperious wife Jezabel was to Eliji 
almofl; a continual feries of inward and outwj 
afflidions, in a ftate of almoft perpetual^ 
grination ; (whea that kingdom was ai 
and diftreffed with the juft judgments of 
by famine, war, &c. for their manifold fkii 
and negleft of the laws and worfhip of Gddj 
through all which he invariably flood • 
ground, held faft his integrity to the end, ai 
left this world in a ftate of the higheft accc] 
ance with God, as the manner of his rcmo^ 
very evidently teftifies. And it affords mat 
of the greatcft encouragement to all wholoi 
fear, and ferve God, when they confider the 
tender care and regard of the Lord to him Ji 
the prefervation of his life during the famii 
and alfo in his frequent travelling throuj 
deferts and wilderneffes, where, perhaps, i 
proper food could be found (if any) ai 
■where he was fo very miraculoufly fuppU( 
with cake and water, by an angel, whilfthrlj 
lay under a juniper^tre^when he fled from ihtfj] 
face of JezaJ:)aH"'by the ftrength of which hi^ 
travelled forty days, till he came to mount:> 
Horeb, where he hid himfelf in a cave, andili> 
doth not appear that he had there any outwani'i{ 
fupport, but was fuftained and preferved alivm 
to complete his future fervice^ by the faW^ 
eU'fafficient power^ ■-''^^ 
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Vhen- 1 confider alfo the very great differ- 
IS af fuch as truly loved and ferved the 
sd) though in a ftate of outward tribulation, 
bdion, and want, as wa$ the cafe of thofe 
It prophets, from the condition of thofe 
> turn his law behind their backs, and live 
all manner of wickednefs, though in the 
Ift of the enjoyment of outward riches and 
afure, as Ahab did; it is very eafy to fee 
prudence and exemplary wifdom of that 
It man Mofes (another of thefe worthies) 
} chofe rather to fuffer affliSion -with the 
^k of Godj than to enjoy the fleajurts of Jin 
afeafon. Heb. xi. 25. 
iut the relation and moft memorable ac- 
mts of fome of thefe worthier, when I met -. 
\\ them in plain ferious verfe, have more 
ibly touched my heart and imprefled my 
nory, in my tender age, than when I read 
ai in profe ; though I had then efteemed,- 
hope ever fhall retain the higheft efteem 
, the facred writings, and am fo far from 
Teciating from their value, that I hope 
eby to enforce the more frequent reading 
them among the youth, as the fubjeCls 
eof are taken from them : and I there- 
I recommend to my readers, to read with 
ticular attention the accounts of thofe fer- 
its of God (of whom were tU^'aiv ^>\^ 
Tia) who axe mentioned by^Vvt ^vx>\\o\vo 
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the Hebrews in the nth chapter, who by 
faith quenched the violence ofjire^ Jlopped thi 
mouths of Lions^ &c. And having fome Wf- 
ure hours, I have^ for my own amufement, 
and your edification, compofed the following 
fhort hiftory in verfe ; and if you receive any 
advantage thereby, my end will be anfwered; 
however I hope it will be attended with thii 
benefit to you, to fill up fome of your leifure 
time, which perhaps might otherwife be em- 
ployed in reading fuch unprofitable treatifes at 
are calculated rather to amufe, than edify and 
inflruB your tender minds ; and I wi(h it may 
afford you the fame fatisfa£lion in reisiding, as 
it has done me in writing it^ who am your 
cordial friend, 



JOHN FRYv 



Sotton Benger, in Wiltfhire, 
the 30th of the ill months 

1772. 
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B I S T O R y 



O F 



ELIJAH. 



PART THE FIRST. 



\ 
The Argument. 

A fhort review of the old world. The tranfla* 
fion of Enoch. The flood, and prefervation of 
Noah and his houfe. The call of God to Abram* 
The propenfity of his poilerity, long after his time^ 
to idolatry— the folly and fin thereof, through di- 
vers reigns, particularly in Ahab's-— his bad choice 
of a wife. Elijah fent of God to foretel a famine. 
God fends him to the brook Cherith, and feeds him 
there bv ravens — ^the difference (hewn between his 
manner of life, and the voluptuoufncfs of this age. 
His own happinefs and comfort was, the favor of 
God. The brook being dry, God fends him foi* 
fuftenance to a prophet's widow at Zerephath, or 
Sarepta — ^her fmall pittance, increafed by a miracle, 
fuKaiD^him; faerfelf; and fon— Stvt^ ^>&x^^<^^Na^^ 
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her fon's death, applies to Elijah, who, by prayer, 
obtains his being again reftored to life. Elijah is 
met by Obadiah, who brings Ahab to him. Elijah 
reproves the king for his idolatry, propofes to h»m 
to try who is God, the Lord or Baal ; Ahab accepts 
the offer, they appoint time and place, and Ahab 
fends through all Ifrael to fummon all BaaPs priefts ; 
about eight hundred ; they met at Mount Carmel, 
where Baal's priefls were confounded and flaioi 
Elijah foretels rain, and runs to JcEreel, is threat- 
ened with death on the morrow by Jezabel— he 
flies for his life into the wildernefs, there begs to 
die, is fed by an angel twice, as he lies under a 
juniper-tree, with cake and water ; travels fortj 
days by the flrength of it, to mount Horeb : thu 
Lord appears to him there, and fends him to Da< 
mafcus by the wildernefs, to anoint Hazael kingoi 
Syria, and Eli (ha to be a prophet in his room, and 
appoints Jehu to be king of Ifrael. Benhadad 
king of Syria, invades Ifrael with a great army- 
is vanquifhed, and returns ; next year he comei 
again againft them ; his army routed, and he taken 
but Ahab lets him go. Ahab covets Naboth'i 
vineyard, offers to buy it, is refufed, and forrowful 
Jezabel procures it by Naboth's death ; the Lore 
offended by it, fends Elijah to meet him in th< 
vineyard : he reproves him, and tells him that dogi 
fliould lick his blood. Ahab propofes to retak< 
Jabez Gilead — he gets Jehofhaphat to join him 
who firft defires counfel of God. Ahab confent 
to it, and they confult 4G0 prophets, who encourag 
them : Jehofhaphat flill afraid, defires further con 
firmation. Micaiah the true prophet is fent for— • 
he foretela Ahab's deathly tt xKey i^utCue their firi 
latent, and join battle. Je\Aoftia^Yvat\Ti ^wi%«t^\i 
A.hsib is VFounded^ and died Vu Yvi& fii^iwS v^ ^ 



( i03 ) 

ri^d h6me. Ahaziah fucceeds ; is hurt by a fall * 

fends mcffengers to go to Ekron to know of Baar 

Zebub if he (hould recover : God difpleafed.fends 

Elijah to meet the men, and fend them back— 

the king offended fends a captain, and 50 men, to 

take the prophet, who are deftroyed by fire from 

heaven ; he fends other 50 to fetch him, but he re- 

fufes to go — they are deftroyed alfo : he fends 

other 50, who begs the prophet^s compaffion, and 

are fpared. Elijah encouraged by an angel to go 

to the king ; goes with the men, and tells the king 

he fhall furely die : God then fends him for Elifha 

to be his companion, who offers an offering to God, 

and goes with him — Elijah to try him,aiks him to 

ft^y behind him at three different places, but he 

will not leave him — they come to Jordan, Elifhi 

divides the waters, and they pafs through — he afks 

Eiifha what he fhall do for him — he requefts a 

double portion of his fpirit ; they are then feparated 

by a whirlpv^ind — Elifha then fees charriots and 

borfes of fire, which take up Elijah to heaven— 

filiftia then takes up his mantle — comes to Jordan 

«^ivides the waters, and comes to Jericho to the 

f(Ki9 of the prophets, who beg leave to fend 50 

men to fearch for the body of Elijah — ^which they 

do in vain. 



A Lthough at firft the plan was wifely laid • 
*** ^ And heav'n and earth, accordingly were 

made, 
By the Creator's pow'r, and forming lvw\d^ 
Producing all things clfe^ by \v\^ cq\sv\sn3W^ -i 



The fun, the moon, and ilars, each glorious 

light, 
The one to rule the day, the reft the night : 
The globe replenifli'd, both with trees and 

plants. 
To furnifh man (when made) for all his wants ; 
Then formed him, breath'd in the breath of lifcj 
And for his comfort, gave to him a wife. 
And made him alfo Lord oT the creation. 
To rule the creatures, in their proper ftatiop. 
When Adam's offspring were increased by birth, 
And multiply'd their numbers on the earth, 
Who form'd the world, and made them, and 

for what ? 
They either not conlider'd or forgot ; 
But follow'd nature's dictates, in their wayS| 
In wantonnefs, and feafting, fpent their days > 
Follow'd each (inful motion, and withdrew 
From God, his worfhip and devotion due^ ^ 
*TiIl ev'ry thought and purpofe of the heart 
Were only evil* ; — wide they did depart 
~ From all pretence of worfhipping the Lord^ 
Though be bis fpirit did vo v\k^ta ^%ot^ 

♦ Ocn. Vi. 5% 



*f o teach them of his ways ; jret they refas'd| 
Arid liked not to be therein accus'd ; 
But ftill rebelled againft it^ and withftood 
Its fecret ftrivings with them, for their good# 
Thus did thofe early ages deviate 
From their once pure and innocent efiate^ 

Except fome few, but Enoch was the chief, 
(Who doubtlefs faw their wickedoefs with 

grief) [fence, 

Who ft rove to ferve the Lord, without of- 
Walked with Godt, and gain'd this evidence, 
That he had pleated him J,*— and in that ftatc 
The Lord in mercy did him hence tranflatc. 
When Satan had prevailed, and rul'd within, 
'Till foul and confcience were defil'd by fin ; 
God was thereby provok'd to indignation, 
Which brought on them a total defolation, 
Save Noah and his houfe ; thefe he pre- "^ 

ferv'd, 
Becaufe his precepts he had well obferv'd, ^ 
And righteoufly the Lord his God had 

ferv'd, 

f Geo. r. 24. ^, Ht^>* id. $• 



T^ him in mfercy he inftruftions gave ' 

To build an ark) therein their lives to fave j 

And creatures two or more of every kind, 

Aod for dcftru£tion leave the reft behind. 

But they had warnipg of it forty years, 

As by the building of the ark appears ; 

Bui this, nor Noah's preaching, could prevail; 

All prov'd in vain, and of fuccefs did fail. 

Their hearts were hardened, they would not 
believe. 

Nor warning, counfel, or advice receive ; 
For all their views to evil being bent, 
Sunk in pollution they will not repent. 
Until the rain begins, the floods deftend, 
Apd rU their lives and hopes together end > 
And cv'ry living creature that hath breathy 
Par^kes together of the wat'ry death. 
Bi^t when again the waters were decreas- d. 
And all the ark's inhabitants released, 
Noah to God oflFer'd a (acrifice, - 
Which was w^ill-pleafing then before his cycsi 
But after this, when Noah was remov'd. 
Some feared the Lord, and vi ^w \i^ Vv\xv ^^ 
prov'd^ 
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bram was one i^ho ferv'd the Lord itk fear^ 
hofe heart was truci and all his views fin« 

cere, 
id to this faithful man^ the Lord faw fit^ 
s mind, and precepts, plainly to commie 
lofe him, and his pofterity, to be 
s chofen people, to futurity ; 
id while they ferv'd him truly from the 

heart, 
: never from them did at all depart, 
t on their heads, his favors daily pour'd, 
iffings of heav'n, and earth, he on them 

fhower'd, 
id by his fervant Mofes gave a law, 
clear, and plain, it fcarce contained a flaw.} 
id though this law they fully underftood, 
id knew it was intended for their good, 
d that his judgments would on them at- 
tend, 
they did not their evil ways amend ; 
t Satan led them frequently aftray, 
id they this ftw did often difobey ; 
d as the people, in the naUow^ xoxixA^ 
greatly witli idolatry aboutvd^ 



C »o8 ) ^ 

This favor*d people by example fway'd^ 
Were frequently into the fame betray'd, 
A moft ungrateful, ftupid, horrid fin! 
As what there is no fenfe, nor judgment i 
To leave a living, wife. Almighty God, 
Who has the power to blefs, or ufe the r 
Who form'd the earth, from whence at fi 

they came. 
And lately, in difpleafure, drown'd the fa 

But when men worfhip, or adore a ftock. 
They only of religion make a mock ; 
But yet thus blind and dark were Abram's r 
They could an idol willingly embrace ; 
And tho' fome kings, concerned for the ca 
Of God, drove to reclaim thenrto his law 
Such reformation they did, not retain, 
For oftentimes it ended with the reign ; 
Pretences to reform, when not fincere. 
Can only make hypocrify appear ; 
So ftupid were revolting Ifrael grown. 
That ihey in folly were furptfs'd by non 
For love of idoh a\vja^& div^ it.\£«lYc\^ 
And when reform'dj ilaey ^^oqxw^votcC^^ 



From reign to reign, they frequently revolted ; 
Sometimes between the two they meanly 

halted, 
(Who halts between an idol, and a God, 
Muft be a fool, whofe back deferves the rod ;) 
But as for Ahab, this was not his fault. 
Between the two, he would not deign to halt, , 
From bad to worfe, he grew fo bold at laft, 
The law of God behind his back to caft ; 
When he to Ifrael's throne obtain'd acceffion. 
He outftript all before him in tranfgreflion ;* 
The firft and greateft error of his life, 
Was that of taking Jezabel to wife;T 
A heathen princefs — an imperious dame. 
Who from the country of Zidonia came. 
Daughter of king Ethbaal, and doubtlefs was 
Of Ahab's wickednefs the greateft caufe; 
By whofe ambition, and unbounded pride, 
He was deceiv'd, and grofsly led afide, 
The laws of God entirely to negleft ; 
He, blindly fond, and full of falfe refpeQ^ 

* 1 KiDgSp xvi. 30. '^ \wfc 'i\. 
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Preferred her bad advice and counfel m< 
Than all the laws of God (which heretoi 
David delighted in, and moftly Itept, 
Until in peace he with his fathers flept) 
Took down the altars which in former di 
The people did for facrifices raife 
Unto the Lord, who, by a mighty hand, 
Brought them in fafety put of Egypt's lai 
By her bad influence, Ahab learn'd to fi 
And chofe the wojrfhip (he delighted in ; 
To heathen gods, or idols, facrific'd. 
And moftly did whatever fhe advis'd : 
The people next, by their example fwa 
Were much to bafe idolatry betray'd ; 
Within Samaria's walls a houfe he rais'd. 
Where the blind people's idol-altar blaz'< 
Ahab to Baal here his ofPrings made, 
To Baal planted here the fplemn fhade, 
And openly to worfhip him profefs'd, 
So much did he the laws of God deteil. 
This did the jealous God at length prove 
To bring on them at \aft. a. dte^^lvsX. ^t^ 



parching dearth, a famine o*er the land, 

• ■ 

hich he gave Ahab thus to underftand : 
1 Gibeah's land there dweh, unknown to "" 

fame, 
Tifhbite feer*, Elijah was his name, 
'hofe bofom zeal and love warm'd with 

an holy flame ; 
'ho came and told king Ahab from the Lord 
bat it (hould be according to his wordt, 
bat fome years yet to come, no rain nor 

dewj [new, 

lould the parch'd furface of the earth re- 
^hich was fulfiird ; three years and half of 

dearth 
ry'd up the land, and barren made the earth; 
It ivhilft the land thus forely was oppreft, 
be prous prophet was divinely bleft ; 
be mighty God of him due notice took, 
3d fent him to thd banks of Cherith's brook ;^ 
oming and evening, in this time of need, 
f ravens there he did Elijah feed; 

* I Kings, xvii. i. f I^W- 

t X Ibid. f I K\ti^^ xnv ^^ C^- 
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Supplies of bread and* flefh from day to dayj 
The Lord his God did thus to him convey ; 
Tho' mean the meffengers, the godly feet 
With grateful heart beheld them drawing near, 
When their extended pinions foar'd on higb, 
And drawing near, deiiianded with their cry 
His due attention, that he might receive 
What God had fent, his hunger to relieve ; 
So great a favor, in fucb deep diftrefs, 
Produced, no doubt, his humble ihankful- 
nefs ; [banks, 

No fqueartiifh palate there, on Cherith'a 
To diffipate the due return of thanks ; 
Though deftitute of ev'ry temp'ral good. 
As things of late are falfly underftood. 
Raiment and food were all he then poffef s'd, 
And doubtlefs thought himfelf divinely 

blefs'd, 
Without an houfe, or funnture, or wife; 
Nor thofe efteem'd the needful things of life, 
No ihelier for his aged, hoary head ; 
No chair for reft — for fleep, no downy bed; 
No ditti^'no cup, no p\ale ot ?^Mc^\iaA\yfc\ 
His hand his cup, his u\Ac \^^ >kv^ ^^^m« 
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His meat (perhaps uncfrefs'd) was welcome 

foody 
No change of difhes, yet to him *twas good; 
His raiment coarfe, his coat of hairy hide, . 
For ufe his mean iTHire, and not for pride ; 
With leather girt about*, in this abode. 
He wanted not to know the neweft mode ; 
His bed the earth, beneath fome Ihady grove. 
He flept in peace, fupported from above ; 
His time in contemplation was employed, 
Where he the prefence of the Lord enjoy'd; 
This made up all the want of earthly things, 
Tranfcending far the pomp and ftate of kings, 
A happy, peaceful, bleft, contented ftate, 
Too feldom witnefs'd by the rich and great. 

Should famine here in England fliew its face. 
Should pinching want appear in ev'ry place. 
Where fulnefs prompts to pride and idlenefc^ 
And plenty leads fo many to excefs ; 
The haughty looks of fuch would quickly fail. 
And fear of death would turn their faces pale ; 

5 % Kings !• ft, 
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Their dainty palates then would be content, 
With any food that could that death prevent; 
Or any clothes to keep them warm and dry, 
Or any fire to warm their bodies by ; 
The wafteful glutton, he who lives at eafe. 
Where plenty fcarce his appetite can pleafe, 
Would quickly fee the vanity of pride ; 
Sports too and paftimes would be laid afide j 
Joy then would ceafe, and delicacies fail, 
And fudden fear and terror would prevail : 
Or if the Lord fhould fend his peftilence, 
To call off thoufands haftily from hence : 
What pleafure then for plays would mortals 

have, [grave, 

Who faw themfelves fo near the threat^n'd 
Thefe awful things would make their heartsT 

to bend, [tend, I 

They'd find enough with j^udgments to con« 
Though few are now concerned to amend ; 
Nor bleffings heap'd on bleffings move each 

heart* 
From ev'ry finful praQice to depart ; 
And ev'ry grofs and \*\\e abomm^uoti. 
Which lies a dreadful load u^ow\:ttv^^^^^^' 



\ 
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, But while we thus to ferve the Lord negleft, 
What heavy judgments may we not expeft ? 
I dread the time— and fear that fuch a rod, 
I Alone will bring us to remember God. 

i \ may we prize the favors we enjoy. 
And not to pamper felf our wealth employ ; 
To court our palates ftill with fomething fre(h, 
And make fo much provifion for the flefh : 
Not live to eat, but eat and drink to live. 
And daily thanks for living bleffings give. 
Then fhould we aft like people truly wife, 
And food and common raiment would fuffice,, 

With other needful things, to ufe with care. 
And if befides we fomething have tb fpare, 
(More than our wants require) laid up in ftore,* 
The furplus always ought to help the poor. 
In tiHics of health, of plenty, and of peace, 
We (hould from all excefs and evil ceafe ; 
And every one endeavor to amend. 
And think in time upon his latter end. 
k But let me now refume again. to^ vcvtcciR^ 
And view iJlieprophet by ilae iJc^iav^ ^t«ssw -, 
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Where in that lonely, mean, and penfive fc 
He did with patience God's difpofal wait ; 
Until the brook was dry*, the ravens fled, 
Who had fo often brought him flefh and bre 
Then God informed Elijah^'from above, 
How he fliould be fuftain'd, and where to 
move ; 

» 

A fignal inftance of divine regard. 
With which he did this faithful man reward 
A prophet's widow at Zarephatht dwelt, 
Who, doubtlefs for the poor, compaffion ft 
Before he came the Lord prepar'd her mini 
To take !iim in, and to her pow'r be kind j 
When he the city gate approached near, 
He faw the woman prefently appear : 
To whom he did for water foon apply J, 
Which as fhe weftt to^fetth fhe heard him cr 
Bring me a morfel of thy bread§, I pray ; 
But thus did to the feer the widow fay. 
As the Lord lives, faid fhe, I have no cake 
Of meal and oil enough, but one to make j 

f 1 Kings zvU. 1. \ V«* 9, 
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,1 Thefe fticks I've gather'd, that my fon and I, 
May both together eat thereof, and die.* 
Go then, faid he, and be thou not afraidt, 
^^i To make thy cake, and do as thou haft faid ; 
I To try her faith he adds, firft make me one, 

> And then another for thy felf and fon ; 

Thus faith the Lord, the meal and oil thou haft. 
Shall not henceforward by thy ufing waftej ; 

^'1 But in the crufe and barrel ftiall remain, 
Till on the thirfty earth he fend the rain. 
Which prophecy ftie readily believ'd, 
And was not by his words therein deceived. 

i 

But with this widow, whilft Elijah ftay'd, 
The Lord upon her this affliftion laid ; 
(That fo her patience alfo might be try'd) 
I Her darling fon through pining ficknefs dy'd;$ 
In this diftrefs fhe could not long refrain. 
But quickly to the prophet did complain j 
Told him her thoughts, her moft cxccffive 

grief, [reliefi) 

(And doubtlefs hop'd, through him, to find 

* I Kings xvii. I2. 'V '^w- ^V 
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But fear'd her fins were to remembrance 

brought, 
Although fhe thus the prophet's favor fought 
Who foon the lad unto his bed convey'd* -^ 
And there himfelf upon his body laid, I 

And to the Lord with holy fervor pray'd ; J 
Who did in mercy condefcend to hear, 
And for the fake of the diftrefsM appear ; 
And fo the young man's foul again return'd. 
For whofe departure Ihe fo deeply mourn'd, 
(This only fon, by fome is faid to be, 
The prophet Jonah, who to Nineveh, 
Was afterwards by God's commandment fent 
To warn the king and people to repent.) 
But when the Lord had humbled thus the land^ 
And was determin'd foon to (lay his hand ; 
He let his faithful fervant clearly fee, 
Soon fhould the parched earth refrefhed bet j 
But not till Baal's priefts, a num'rous train. 
Were in his anger fierce together flain. 
And though the king and queen did not amend, 
The Lord was pleafed quickly rain to fend, 



( ii9 ) 

Left cv'ry life fhould from the land be fwept; 
Yet ftill for Aliab and his houfe he kept 
Vengeance in ftore,— which foon (hould them 
purfue, 

And death their portion be, as juftly due. 
But yet the Lord was not by all deny'd, 
Sev'n thoufand yet had not to Baal cry'd, 
Nor kifled him*,— Though this was yet con- 
cealed, 
And to Elijah was not then reveaVd ; 
Thoufands of children wholly innocent. 
Divine compaffion would from death prevent* 

But in this dreadful time of fore diftrefs, 
When thus the land was full of barrennefs, 
Ahab went forth one way to fearch the landt. 
And Obadiah on another hand ; 
Thefe went to fearch the kingdom difF'rent 

ways, 
And each the fprings and valleys well furveys j 
But in this fearch of forage and of grafs 
In Obadiah's route it came lo >^^^^ 

* 1 Kiags, rix. 18. \ CYxvj}* xsivC\% ^'^ 



( 180") 

He met the great Elijah in his w^y*, 
To whom he did all due fubmiffion pay; 
Was doubtlefs glad to fee him yet alive. 
And that he did thofe pinching years furviv 
Elijah then bid Obadiah bring 

Thefe tidings to his mafter, Ifr'ers king, 
That he had met Elijah in his way, 
Who bid him in his name to Ahab fay, 
(When he return'd) behold Elijah's here ;i 
Which Obadiah hear'd with feeming fear, 
As'by his anfwer thus it may appear ; 
The king for thee has fought (at great ex- 
pence) 
In ev'ry kingdom round with diligence, 
And ev'ry king in folemn oath hath bound 
That in his nation thou couldft not be foui* 
What have I finn'dj, or where do I offeni 
That thou wouldft me on fuch an errand * 

fend ? 
To tell the king that thou wilt fee his facCj 
When God may fend thee to another plaos 

* I Kings xviii. 7. t Verfc 8. 
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And whea he comes and finds thee not, then I 

J* 

Muft by the angry king expeS to die; 

The Lord*, faid he, thy fervant greatly fearis, 

And fure the fame of me hath reach'd thy 

ears, 
How much I drove the prophets lives to fave, 
One hundred fed, by fifty in a cave ; 
When Jezabel, all Ifr'el fearching round, 
To cruel death devoted all (he found. 
Then did Elijah eafe his fearful mind, 

" And with the ufual terms his purpbfe bind; 

' As lives the Lord, Til fhew myfelf to-day .t 
Then Obadiah ftraight purfu'd his way. 
And told his mafter where he late had beeh, 
And how Elijah's face his eyes had feen ; 

, That ifno fee him Ahab was inclin'd 
He there might go, and there the prophet find ; 
Then both together went unto the place, 
And there king Ahab faw Elijah's face ; 

And while the prophet did before him ftand, 

Art thou the man that troubleth irr'el's landpj 

• J Kings xvHh 12, 13. t Vcr, 15. \V«. \> 
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3ai4 the rude king y the prophet thus reply'd* 
I have not trp^Dled Ifr'fl, but the pride 
Of jhy anceftors, and of thee forfook 
The juft commandments of the Lord*, and. 

took 

t- 

Baalim to worfliip : from our holy law 
You led the ^ople, whom you keep in awe j^ 
Then plainly told him of his grofs oiFence| 
And Jezabel's aud?iciQqs infolence, 
In feeding Ba?irs prophets ^i her table, 
Which then to juftify he was not able. 
Then fajd pHjah, let them ajl appear, ; 

For they ^re many, I alpqe ^ni here ti /t 
Then let the king appoint a certain day, 7/ 
And for themfelves at firft ^ bullock flay, ^X 
And on the altar let the fame be laid • 
Upon the wood (but not the fire convey'dJl'S 
When this is done, let me perform the famei|i 
And let each call upon his God by name. ' *^ 
They all fhall call on Baal with one accord, * 
And I alone will call upon the Lord; " 

Jhe God that anfwers iV\eu b^ ?vet ft\^\V \i^ 

f i Kings xviii. iS. "V "Vwfci^- 



:knowledg'd God ^— ^to ^hich they did 

agree, 
nd when Elijah did in this-fucceed, 
Re king fent melfengers t away with fpeed# 
dd all the priefts of Baal far and near -v 
all'd to the wond'rous conteft MlUh the feer, > 
hd full eight hundred j of them did appear. J 
ovLiM Carmel was agreed to be the placej, 
'here they fhould come together face to face, 
nd there, when metj each fide their God to 

try, 
'^here Baal was with Omnipotence to vie ; 
hat all the multitude at once might fee, 
^hat the event of this difpute would be, 
he worfhippers of God and Baal came 

there, 
efore the king and prophet to appear, 
lijah then the people thus addrefs'd, 
nd thus the purpofe of his heart exprefs'd ; 
[pw long halt ye, or two opinions own||, 

ie who is God ought to be ferv'd alone; 

♦ I Kings xviii. 21. f Vcrfc to. 

' t Verfc 19, ' § Vctfc lo. ^^N^t^^-w- 



If then the Lord be God, let him be hallQw!(^ 
If Baal be God, let Baal alone be fpllow.'d; 
To which the people anfwer'd not a worcj,*!^ 
But filence gave confem, with one accor(^. j 
Thea firft of alt the priefts of Baal began^-i 
At their own altar to purfue the plan ; 
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Their bullock flew, and on the altar.laid.j' Jj 
Upon the wood — then to their idol pray'dj^^ 
Invoked him loudly, but he could not hearti* 
Nor on their altar did by fire appear; f | 
But yet they catPdand cry'd in great diftrefs, 
With fliame aod horror, mixt wiih bitterjoefi;} j] 
Like frantic people, weary of their Kyes,. \ 
They cut themfelves with lancets and with ;^ 

knives ; ,( 

They cry'd, O hear us Baal, but ery'd ki vaiife 
Then rav'd, and cry'd, and cut themfelvi^^ :; 

again ; j. 

Elijah then, to move the lift'ning croud^ 
Bid all the priefts of Baal to cry aloud J^ r 
Perhaps he fleeps,and muft awaken'd bie^ . ;■ 
Or etfc engag'd in talking — or elfe he _ 

• ^ Kiagt XTiii. 20. t '^^^tft oS, XNaA* \> 
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on his journey or purfuft. The fecr 
id thus the fancied godhead's pow'r jeer ; 
nd being fiU'd with zeal, did not refrain, 
^ith bitter taunts to aggravate their pain. 
€ then built up an altar with twelve ftones^ 
^ which he all the tribes of Jacob owns ♦; 

hereon his wood he lays, and facrifice, 
nd to his friends and fcrvants next applies, 
o make fome trenches alfo in the ground, 
/"hicb might the new-built altar quite fur- 
round, ' 
'h^h order'd water to be quickly fought, 
nd to this altar for his purpofe brought, 
^nd fome to fetch it very quickly, went, 
rompt with ihe hopes of feeing the event, 
Jnd brought it to him where Elijah ftood, 
Vho pour'd it on the altar, and the woodt, 
our barrels full, three times he^ thus be- 

ftow'd, 
Jpon the facrifice and on the wood, 
rill all the trenches full of water flow*d;J;,- 

• / ZingSf xviih 51. 32. 33. -V VtT. -iV X"^^"^' V^" 
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To eat and drink, and not from food i 
Becaufe, faid he, there is a found of i 
Then to the top of Carroel's Mouni h 
From thence his fervant fomewhat fan 
Nearer the feat, to make an obfer 
If in the air, he faw an alteration. 
Or found the clouds^ beginning to i 
Or any figns of rain around the flci 
Who f6on retorn'd without the hopes 
But foon hi& mafter fent him out agai 
Ant> when return'd, his anfwer was th( 
Seven times he fent him J, when at laft \ 
And faid he faw a cloud towards the 
Which was fo fmall, to him it feem'd 
In his appearance, fomething like a h; 
jfj Which giave the prophet foon to under! 
That God was fending rain to blefs the 
Go up to Ahab now, faid he, and fa} 
Prepare thy chariot, hafte thee foon a 
* :: That fo the rain may not thy journey 1 
^^ The rifing clouds made Ahab foon b< 
And this advice, for Y\\s o\ix\ %oo^ \^ 
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But jet he bore the feer no true rqgaid. 
Nor thought him worthy of the kaft reward! 
Yet knew he was the fejrvant of the Lord« 
put am Elijah's God aflFo^ded ftrengtb. 
To run a journey of fo great a length ; 
As Ahab fwiftly drove, the pious man 
With .girded loins before him fwiftly ran, - 
Till neaf the city of Jezreel they came*, 
j[BLut not perhaps fo fwift a^ nimble fame J- ^ 
\Vhere Ahab foon did to his wife relate, 
Baal's prophets d^ath, an unexpeded fatp^ . 
And greatly did the lofs.of them deplore^ 
And laid the blame at poor Elijah's doon 
The haughty queen did this with terror hear» 
And fooQ for vengeance did her mind prepiare^ 
Blinded with fury, ftupify'd with rage, . 
(Which nothing but revenge could then a£-. 

fuage) 
So weak was fhe, a meffenger to fend 
To tell the prophet what (he did intend,* 
That on the morrow, by that time of day, 
Slie furely wo4ld this holy ipio^Vv^\.^v^^ y. 

* iiingsjfTiii* 46. \ CVviB*x\x»'^ 
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And that his life (hould be like one of ihotdi' 
Which he upon Mount Carmel did oppofc^ 
And caufed there to be together flain ; 
But hearing this he did not there remain^ '-^ 
And as his cafe admitted no delays '^ 

He for the wildernefs purfu'd his way ; 
And there beneath a tree v; ith grief oppreft^ 

Laid himfclf down upon the earth to reft*^ ^ 
Ahd afk'd to die, and did his cafe bemoan } 
But there the Lord did foon Elijah own^ - 
And fent his angel twice with a fupply '-' 
Of cake and watert : he refrefh'd thereby, 
Purfu'd his lonely walk for forty days, 
Through defart, tugged, and untrodden wayr^' 
Came to the cave in Horeb's mount (the placfc' 
Where Mofes tum'd afide, and hid his hcc^ 
When he the bufh had feen,) and did appeal 
To him that knew his conftancy and zeal$ ; ^ 

His fufPring then bewail'd ; and made con- ' 
feffion ''' 

Of Ifrael's fin, and Judah's great traufgreffion; 

* I Kings, 111. 4^ \ Vet. 6. \1Lxo&« va« ^* 
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lien he had done, {iie I^ord then gave 

cpmrnand, 
at on the mount he fhould before him ftand*. 
len there, the I^ord before him pafled by, 
th folemn dread and awful majefty ; 

d then he heard a wind that roar'd like 

i thunder, 

lieh rent the mountains and the rocks 

^funder* ; 
piercing and tremendous as to make «• 
e earth to tremble^ and the mountains ^ 

Ihaket, 
d then a fire appear'd, which doubtlefs flew 
j^ lightning's flafhes in the prophet's view, 
L.did it not the great Jehovah pleafe 
en to appear in any one of thefe, 
t when they all were paft there reach'd his ear 
fraall ftilj voicer— but yet diftinft and clear; 

I which Elijah fpon auention gave, 

■■I 

5 face wrapt in his mantle ; frqm the cave J; 
CQC forth, and in the entrance ftood and heard 
ain the voice of him he lov'd and fear'd ; . 

» / kings, xix. 1 1, t Vet. XI. X^^x^ \ V 
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What doll Aou here Elijah ? He again, " 
Did thus of Ifr'ers wickednefs com()Tain ; 
I have been jealous for the Lord, faid he, 

Becaufe all Is'rel have forfaken thee, 

' .... 

Thy akars broken down, thy prophets (lain, ' 
And even I alone alive remain*; 
And riiy life too they feck, that fo they nray. 
With unrelenting hearts take that away. * 

Then faid the Lord, (who faw his great 

diftfefs) 'I 

Go to Damafcus by the wildemefst; 
Hazael king of Syria there anoint -; 
Jehu the fon of Nimfhi, I apjioint ' '' 

The lofty throne of Is'rel to afcend. 
To make of Ahab's houfe a total end ; -' ' 
Anoint Elifha, Shaphat's fon, to be 
A prophet alfo in the room of thee J. 
A weighty taflc was this, but yet he went. 
And did the work for which he then was fent, . 
But to anoint two kings while others reign'd, 
And heirs apparent to their crowns remaitt'dj 

• 1 Kings xir. 14 \ Vex. 15. . ^'^w- ^«»- 
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Might have been conftru'd treafon^ if fuf-n^ / 

pe,Q:ed, 
But be in this was by the Lord directed. 
And by his pow'r was gracioufly prote£led. 
But notwithftanding Ahab's wickednefs, 
The Lord remember'd Ifr'el in diftrefs; 
Forking Benhadad, with the Syrian hoft 
Of horfe and foot^ invaded Ift'el's coaft ; 
Who to fecure a conqueft with him brings 

No lefs than thirty-two confed'raie kings. * 
He to Samaria (Ahab's city) came, 
And with his army did befiege the fame ; 
Sent in his claims to all that Ahab had*, 
Who anfwer'd wifely, tho' fo vile and bad ; , 
The man may boaft who lays his harnefs by : 
Not he who puts it on, was his reply. 
Then (}id the Lord to him a prophet fend, . 
To tell the king that he would him defend^ 
(Though his regard for Ifr'el fiwely was, 
Of his deliverance the only caufe.) 
Thus faith the Lord, faid he, this multitude 
(Which in the land fo caufe\tt^\^ vs\Vi>\§^Oi 
• I Kings XX. 4, 5, 6^ 1- 



Will I into thy hand deliver foj 
That thou and all the people here may 

know, [flow. 

I am the Lord*, from whom your bleffings 
fienhadad, being not at all difmay'd, "*'' 
Drunk with his kings in his pavillion ftaid, * 
Until noon day t; then there appear'd in view' 
Of Ifr'eVs ftrength, three hundred thirty-two,* 

And feek his camp — he then an order gav^^'' 
To his commanders all their lives to favelj 
But each bold youth a Syrian foldier flew, 
And then feven thoufand did the reft purfup |t 
Who vanquifh'd all Benhadad's mighty hoft|L, 
Of which he did of late fo proudly boaft. -, 
But then the Syrians tho t the caufe was knowa 

Why all their army there was overthrown ; 
That Ifr'el's God was fov'reign of the hills|(> 
And therefore Ifr'el hadobtain'd their wills ^ 
That if the battle had been on the plain. 
The Ifr'elites as furely had been flain ; 
That of the vallies he was not the Lord^ 

♦ I Kings XX. 13. ^ V«fc \^^ 
t Verfe 18. § Yerfc iS- ^^«^^n* 
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nd could not there give vift'ry to the fwo^d. 
rftthering the forces which did yet remaioi 
enhadad to Damafcus march'd again ; 
Jid there refoIv*d that the enfuing year, 
'e would againft the Ifr'elites appear ; 
.11 efforts try*d, he did obtain at length 
n army equal to the firft in ftrengjth. 
he feafon come) and preparations made>. 
gain he ventured Ifr'el to invade 3 
lit in his march he. did the hills avoid, . 
s his lad army was on hills deftroy'd, 
nd thought a conqueft certainly to have, 
Inhere Ifr'el-s God had not the paw'if to favc.* 
heki came to Aphek^ with intent to fight 
he Ifr'elites, when they appear'd in fight ; 
(Tho when they canre, and were encamped . 

near 
'o their infuUing foes did but appear 
ike two fmall flocks of kids couch'd oh the 

ground j [round*. 

Vhile the proud Syrians fill'd the country 
ut Ift'el's God was jealous of his name, 
Lud to the Heathens did his ^o^^^'t >^\.or\^^s\* 



A man of God to Ahab came and faid, 
Bccaufe the Syrians did the Lord upbraid;* 
As if the vallies he could not proteft, 
(Though he did Ahab and his houfe rejcft) 
He would preferve and fave again the land, - 

And give this multitude iiuo his hand. 
Sev'n days together thus the armiest lay, 

Before the fight begunt, — then in one day, ^ 
One hundred thoufand Syrians Ifr'el flewy • 
The reft to Aphek haftily withdrew ; 
Full feven and twenty thouland ; where a watt ' 
Upon them fell, and doubtlefs kill'd them all. 
Benhadad then conceal'd himfelf awhile^;, 
And then obtain'd his ifreedom with a wiie$ ^ 
Of foolifli Ahab ; who had then his foe 
A prifoner .made, but let him fafely go. 
Soon after which a prophet to him came, 
And let him know wherein he was to blame, 
And that his life fhonJd for the others go||, 
And in procefs of time it proved fo. 
Ahab had near his palace caft his eye. 

Upon a vineyard which he fain would buy, 

^* / Kings XX. 28. \ VcT. 29. \'>Jct. v^* 
S Vcrfc 32. ~ \^Vc*\v 
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r fpr another change*, — which Ifrael 
'ere by. the laws of God forbid to fell ; 

n-.Ahab had the owner Naboth try'd^ 
jt flatly was by him at once deny'd. 
le king of this fore difappointment full, 
*turn*d unto bis queen exceeding dull ; 
le caufe of which fiie very foon inquir'd, 
'ho quickly told her what he had defif d, 
nd how repuls'd, and by a ftfbjeft too, [do ; 
^ho foon contrived what fhe thought would 
ich to him faid, go eat and merry be, 
nd I will give the vineyatd foon to ihect. 

le then got Naboth taken and fecur'd, 
nd then to trial brought, where fhe procured, 
ilfe witneffes to prov^e the high offence, 
f blafphemy againft omnipotence, 
nd Ahab tooj ;— this was her bafc prc- 

'lence. 
/hat they affcrted, Naboth never own'd, 
ut yet to death he was unju^ftly fton'd. 

SooA after this, upon a certain day,j 
'he Lord again did to EWjaVv ?^^^ 

* / Kwgi xxi I, 2. f VcT. 7 . \ \ ^x • \o 
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Go down to Jezreel, for behold, faid he, 
Ahab is gone die vineyard there to fee% 
With which poor Naboth's father's houfc ^ ' 

werebleft, ''^^' 

And he as heir had many years pofTeft. '"^ 

This frefh command he inftantly obey'd. 
And found king Ahab where the Lord had 

faid; -'/'f 

ft In 

And drawing near, faid with an awful look^ 
Haft thou both killed and poffeflion tookt ?' 
Hear what the Lord hath fent me now to fayj 
Where dogs the blood of Naboth lick'dj, -* 

fhall they 
Lick thy blood, even thine; thy family 
Shall out of Ifr'el extirpated be > 
And they who in the field fhall chance to die, 
For fowls to eat, fliall there unbury'd lie ; 
And fuch who in the city fhall be flain. 
Shall, torn by dogsi therein, as dung remain ; 
And by the walls of jezreel *tis decreed, 
That dogs on JezabeA, ila^ ^\fe^ ftva.U fe^f 

* i Kings, xxi. i8. \ Vtr. 19* \\V\\, \ 
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This dreadful fentence Ahab fully knew, 
(As 'twas.from God,) would certainly be true ; 
His clothes according to the cuftom rent, • 
And fading alfo, did his cafe lament, 
And foftly walk'd*, but yet it is not faid. 
Ahab repented, or that Ahab pray'd ; 
Twas then too late ; the fixed, ptinifhraentj 
All his dejeftion could not then prevent ; 
But this fubmiffion then fo far prevailed 
Wtith him, whofe kind compaffion never faii'd^ 
Hf Jo the prophet faid, Doft thou not fee^ . 
How Ahab humbleth now himfelf to me ? 
Co tell him then, the evil which I faid 
Should on his houfe alTuredly be laid. 
Shall not in his own days be brought (with. 

fpeed) 
But in his fon'st, who fliall his throne fucceed. 

Three years had Ahab retted now in peace J, 
In which the Syrian war with him did ceafe ; 
Bui Ahab then propofed war to make, 
His city Ramoth-Gilead to retake ; 

_* / Khgs xxu iy, \ Vct% l^^ \Q\i»5.TLa. \^ 
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And to Jeholiiaphat stgain he faid, ... r,fl 

Wilt thou go with me ? But he feeitfd afraj^j j\ 
Unlefs they firfl: the mirtd of God could kap^ j. 
If he approved, he would confent to go. . . 
J^our hundred prophets they together call*, -j r 
To know the mind of God they feek of all, .i *^ 
Whether they-fhould to Ramoth-Gilcad go, ^i. 
To fight againfl: the Syrians then, or no. . y.^ 
They all faid, Go ; agreeing in the things .^,:v 
That God would give the city to the kingf ;^ j 
But Judah's king ftill doubting, and afraid „ 

To truft therein, to Ahab further faid, . «, 

. .. ■ ol 

Is there no^other prophet of the Lord, ^ 
That we of hirn may aifo heat his word;};? " 
Ahab reply'd, there is another yet, '* 

Micaiah, Imlah's fon, but him I hate; 
Who never prophefied good to me^ ^ ^ 

But always evil things ;■ let not, faid he, 
The king lay foj;;— but let us for him fend, v^^ 
Which being done, he came and did attend;^ V* 
Then they of him inquired as before, s^ ^ 

And he reply'd the fame •, (buv Ccv^yv xvo TCko\^ 

' Kings xxii. 6. f Vcr. 9. t "^«' ^• ^"^'^* ^' 



\d alfo gave thefe kings to underftand, 
.moth fhould foon be put in Ahab's hand^ 
hus faid he then, as if he would deccivei 

iQugh foon would make them otherwife 

believe) 
•r being further prefs'd, he that revers'd, 
id faid, I faw all Ifrael difpers'd) 
)d fcatter'd on the hills Vj^c wand'ring fheep^ 
5 (hepherd being left them there to keep ; 
len faid the Lord, All thefe no mailer have^ 
It ev*ry one go home*, (his life to fave) 
ow long, faid Ahab, (hall I thee adjure 

5 fpeak the truth to met ; ^ 

len did Micaiah thus his vifion own, 

aw the Lord exalted on his throne, 
id all the hod of heaven on either hand, 
*ound him there, in proper order (land, 

len faid the Lord, who (hall I fend that will 
lab pcrfuadej — (my purpofe to fulfil) 
> go to Ramoth ? (that he there may fall) 
fpirit then came forth before them all^ 

* i Kings xzii 1 7. f Vtt. \6. % N «• ^<!^ 
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And faid, III gOj the prophets to dceeivi 
A lying fpitife be, (which they'll believe) 
Thea faid the Lord, perf trade him and ft 
Go do it tiien^;. who went and did not fii 
Know then, faid he, the Lord hath put a 
IntOrthe mouth of eacht that ftandeth b 
Four bundled prophets fcarcely this en 

hear, / 

And no refentment in their minds appear 
For Zedekiah beings chief of t-faofe, 
Did fmite* Micaiah;];^ aitd his word» oppc 
But this true prophejt*s anfwer ckarly fho 
That the prophetic fpirit in him flow'd, 
And told him what fhould him befall whe: 
In the approaching danger fhould be na 
That in his fright for fafety he'd provide. 
And in an inner chamber there would hid 
But Ahab'^ mind with fury agitated, 
To prifon fent the prophet^ which he hat 
Where bread and water fliould his Kfe fufta 
Both of afili6lion, and fhould there rema 
Till he in peace returned home again. 

' § Vcr. 2S. W ^w- ai- 



If thou in peace return again, (aid he, 

The 'Lord (my God) hath never fpoke by me*; 

^If9b would not the prophet's word receive, 

Butin the other prophets did believe ; 

To:.which alfo Jebofliaphat inclin'd. [join'd 

They march'd to Ramotht, and their force* 

Now Ahab was difguifed in the fight, 

And king Jehofhaphat appeared in fight, 

In royal robes;};; him God defign'd to fave;* 
The king of Syria this order gave, 

Neither with fmall or great to urge the fight,. 
Ojt Ifr'ck king alone t' impel their might ; » 
Jehofhaphat tlie Syrians quickly fee, 
<^(|^feen, they deem him Ifr'el's king to be^ ; 
And pufli upon him hard, his fubje£ls croud : 
Jehofhaphat for help befought aloud : 
The ^error known, no more the foes purfue. 
But one his bow then at a venture drew. 
And Ahab fmote ; who to his driver laid, 
I'm wounded, turn afide ; but was afraid, 
IFthis was known his hoft would be dif- 
^ may'd ; 
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And there they held him up in fight awhih 
Thj^t be thereby both armies might begu% 
But death approaching, home he ftrovetar 
Yet of his wound upon the way he dy'd. 
Samaria's pool received his arms and car, 
To cleainfe them after this prefumptuous w 
And as.Elilah prophefy'd, his blood 
Was lick'd by dogs as there the chariot ftpc 
Such was the impious Ahab's fearful end, 
And Ahaziah did his throne afcend t 
Who by a fall was hurt, and did defire, 
Of Baal zebub, Ekron's God, t' inquire, 
Whether he (hould recover then or diet, , 

» .ill 

But God with him was much difpleafd 

^ • • ■■'.'/ 

thereby. 

And to Elijah by an angel fent, 

(That he their raeffage might thereby prevei 

___ -''•■•■■"■ 

To meet the men^J and fend 'em back agaS 

Becaufe of him inquiry was in vain ; 

Is there no God in Ifrael, that he. 

Would now to Ekron fend, rejefling nie 

•Co relJ the king, the bed where he doth X\ 

- 5,* 
* 1 Kings, XXII. 38. \ 2 YL\tv^'& V \s \^¥t. 
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Ic fliall not leave, but there fliall furely die*"* 
rhc king difpleas'd at this, a captain fcnt« 
Vith fifty anned men, who quickly went^ 
Lnd found Elijah on an eminence ; 
> man of God, faid they^ come down from 

thence ; 
lut he refus'd to come at their defi re. 
Lm I a man of God, faid he, let fire 
>6me down from heaven, and each of yoii 

confumet, - ' ffume^ 

Vhich came to pafs ; yet did the king pre- 
i^nd impiouHy in hafte he fent again 
mother captain, with his fifty men J;; 
V ho in like manner to the prophet came, 
!:!ommanding him in Ahadah's name 
ro come down quickly ; but ihefe men again 

Vere in like manner in an inftant flainS, 

t' * . 

^erhaps thefe captains and their fifties fell 
?o be a warning then to Ifrael, 
7hat Ahab'is houje might alfo clearly fee 
rhe power of God not in the leaft degree 
Leduc'd or leffen'd, but remained the fame, 

' * Kings 1 4. t Ver- lo. % V«, vi. \^^^> 
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As vben their father's out of Egypt camck .» 
But notwithftwding this the barden'd king -^ 
Sent fifty more, commanding them to h^pf^ 
The prophet down; but thefe pofFeft with jfam 
Went up and did fubmiffively appear j . ^3 
JProftrate before him fell, ^nd begg*d that hf^ 
\Vi)u]d let (heir lives unto bipi precious- he^ 
Mov'd with coippaflipn then the angel fidd. 
Go .widi thefn down, an,d be thou not afraifi^ 
By this encouragement Elijah went - ■;" 
Alqnig vith thpfe whom Aha^iah fent, .7 
And told th^^ing hb meffage frqm the Lo^ 
Which came to paft according to bis wprdfTf 
(But Jcwbel did Ahab long fiurvivie) ^.T. 
Witlj fev'nty fons, whom Jehu found alivBj'i 
When he flew Joram^ to aflume the tfaroM^ 
With all the reft§, tp make the crown his OMI^ 
And Jezabel from put her window caft, :^a 
Torn by devouring dogs|| flie J>reath'd.faerJii| 

Some things Elijah in his time did fee '^1 
FuUird in part, and faw the reft would be pST 

f I Kiags, i. I3> i^ * + Vw, 15. % ^ Y^/^ii^^ 
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it* now tht Lord had better things in ftore 
yr good Elijah, than to withefs more, 
ibw proceed in my account to fay^ 
orw God in mercy took him hence away} 
:holdlng .^ith compaflion hi$ diftrefs^ 
•cities, caves, and in the wildemefs ; 
ft hunger-pinch'd, and muft thereby have 
■ dy'd, [ply'd; 

ad not the Lord his God his wants fup-" 
> earthly comforts and delights a ftrairger^ 
[pos'd to hardihips, folitudi^, and danger; 
ei' life a' ftate of reai pilgrimage) 
i6 flight of fome, tho' blefling of the age* ' 
lis God beheld, and iaw his bitternefs 
DT Ifir'ers fin, and Ahab's wickednefs; 
V his condition here was fo forlpm, 
id deep diftrefs, no longer to be borne j 
etermin'd foon his fervant to tranflate. 
Dm all hisforrows to a blifsful ftate; 

T evermore triumphantly to fing 
le praifes of the Lord his God and king; . 
id when the Lord was plca&d vo \wdlw^ . 
is faithful fcrvaat to iVxt yyjr, viboNe> 



As he before £Ii(ha did appoint "^ 

He fent Elijah now him to anoint 
A prophet irvhis room ^ and to attend ^ '"^ 
Upon Elijah alfo to his end ; ' ^ •* ^'^ 

But when he came, he there Eliffia fookf ^ 
Employ^ with oxen,; ploughing up ihe grbifli^ 
Andcall his ixiantle oVcr hwi in love**? >£iA 
Which token of regard his heart did mOAfijt^ 
Wiib ftrong affeftion for the holy ktt^^i.i'iSi 
Which did by rurining after himappe^^.^Y 
IBkOt as he fbUow'xl hiia be a{k'd for jthiv ^v 
{Before he fartlier went). that he might ki^ 
His* father and his mother % then (aid h8»^ , ^ 
Co back to them, what have I done l&^dbect ? 
3o he retwmed to lus men again,' . .p 

And caysU two of his oxen to be flait^ 
Which being4dne, they quickty boil- the Bttjb^ 
/rhat'he together might his menrefreftr,,']- 
And burnt the implements which he befc^^ 
Had often us'd^ but now fhould ufe no tttqiS i 
(He being calPd to greater fervice now. 
Than driving oxen, o« ot V«)\dfi\^ ^lci¥ \) 

♦ X Kings »ix. 19- -^ ^ tx. -W^ 
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He then ivitb hafte after Elijah went^ 
And to continue with him was content ; ' 
But k, by the chronology appears 
Ta be but four, or not above five years, 
Oa whom he did with diligence attend^ 

^ypiil he knew the time he ibould afcend ; 
And on that folemn, awfuf, parting day^ 
£J$iah afk'd Elifha there to ftay 
Behind at Gilgal, for the Lord, (aid he^ 
To go to Bethel hath direfted me* 3, 
To which Elifha foon this anfwer gives^ 
As lives the Lord, and as thy foul now lively 
I win not leave thee y thus his mmd y/i as 
■ bent ; 

To which reply Elijah gave confent,- 
And then to Bethel they together wentt. -^ ^ 

' When there, to hiiii the prophets fons did fay. 
Thy mailer will bc^ tafc^n from thee to^kty 2 
I know it, faid Eliiha, hold your peace^; 

^ JBut yet his proving was iiot h^re to ceafe> 

, ■ * ■ ■ _ " ■ 
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For then Elijah bts regard to try^r- - .-^/I'W * 
Or fiiKi hii views or motive out thereb/^ ^-"^ 
Or fee what blefEngs he had hoped tp^gaSny-"-^ 
That made him willing with hin) to r60i&S» (^ 
Said tajrry here^ I pray thee, 'till Igo^i. v *^ J^ 
For God hath feru rae now to Jerictjc^ ;. - -^"^ 
Who anfwer'd then the fame he did befbrOr- ^*^ 
And was deterrain^*d not to leave him nioi^;; u-^ 
He who forfook hi« parents and his ptoWrl^ 
And all his bus'nefs, could not leave him raw JP^ 
Nor could be then prevaiFd upon.jo.ftayi-: .-i^ 
^o both for JericTio went on their way t, * • ''^* 
: And there the prophets fons obferv'd the fijBie;j^;iiS 
p As thofe at Bethel did from' whence they caope^ 3I 
Who anfwer'd thefe the fame as thofe beforet^ir^ 
And bid them hold their peace^or fay no ipotepo^* 
As this he kn^w before, a* well as they, •:■': :\ 

■ 

And here Elijah afked him to ftay. 
Till he to Jordan weni$ but.this a^aior 









He anfwer'd as before, and fult as plain y 

♦ 2 KtogSi ii, 4* f Ibidi ; • ; • : i 
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fien he had-ihtis (b carneftly re^'dy < 
ey traveird cm and came to Jordan's fide*, 
d there EHjah did its flream divitley 
OTforig of it witli bis mantlet, whe^f 
pfay for them to pafs he made appear ; 
e parting water fled on either hand, - 
d ftakl awhite, as availing his command^ - 
I on diry ground they quickly paf«'d the* 
floods ' ' ^ 

f 

4 ©a the btheir fide with fafety ftood ; 

eri the ftream received its wonted force^ 

d fwiftly haften'd to its ufual courfe : 

j-afti finding now hrs end draw nigh, 

^p Elilha did in love apply, 

hat Ihall I do for thee ? Afk now, faidhe, 

biTR I'm taken quite away from thee J. 

t he, whofe love Wffs wean'd from things 

below, 
om whence defires for earthly riches flow) 

1 not requeft &ch treafure to inherit, 
t afk'd a double portion of his fpirit'; 
rd is the thing, which'thou de^\\'^ cA \!&fc^ 
r yet it (hall be furely graivied Ocv^^«> 



Reply'd Elijah, if unto the end 
Thy tyes behold me, while I hence afcend*Sr 
As they went on they faw approaching near^* 
Horfes and chariot,, all like fire appear^^ "v 
And then a whirlwind parted them a(iindis9l^' 
Which made Elifha cry aloud with woocki;^ 
Thus was Elijah taken up to heav'n y 
And then his fpirit to Elilha giv'n > ^^^" 

(Which foon appeared) thus did he fee afcdW^ 
His worthy mafier, and beloved friend ; ' ^ 
Then from him fell his mantle to the groilrid^ I 
Which mantle very foon Elifha found. "• ^f I 
This awful fight mufl needs affed his mindf 
In twain he rent his clothes, alone wsu'klKH 
behind. -^^ 

But in alleviation quickly felt -vio^ 

That holy gift which in Elijah dwelr^ ^^ I 
That bleffed fpirit now his foul poffefs'dj^^^ I 
With which indeed he was divinely blcfc'ft^ 
Elifha then a prophet did combnence, '. ^^ 
And Co returned in an awful fenfe ftfailks^ 
Of tbefe events, and doubtlef^ fili'd H^flA. 
He foon returned aga\u lo ^ot^^xC%>d^9^)ljm^ 
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\si^ \fi^ the mantle did the waters Tinite 
kOjras before performed in his light 
ty good Elijah with it that fame day, 
Vi|^ tl\ey together pafled on the way : 
^glj^e is the Lord, Elijah's God ? he cry*d } 
)n which the waters did again divide, 
Lnd be with equal fafety pafs'd the ftream, 
^ to the prophets fons dire£ily came, 
rhefe >^ere in number fifty, and had been 
^)f^^ they together had the prophets feen^^ 
Vhe|> they by Jordan flood, they foon coiv- 

,b.7 fcfs'd V 

mi^h^ fpirlt did upon him reft, [(end 
Lnd bow'd themfelves, and aik'd for leave to 
ome able men to find their worthy frieiK{» 
le difapprov'd ; ye^did at laft afient, 
tndf fifty inen to feek EHjah went, 
Uit\,fQund him not. Elifha ftaid to fee 

r *» _- . , 

U Jeriqho what their facceFs would be, 

^Ikmwas remov'd from earth as great a feer^ 
tflb^er perhaps did lo mankind appear : 

"Uiif 'ended here his work v %uA ^\i%\i^^S^ 
fce ear// fcnricc of 9i»^ gjcatA vaxu 
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The Argument; 



Ely all having afcen^ed, EVpia comes to Jericho } 
bilbos of the prophets there perceive he poflfefles 
pifyirit of Elijah ; they complain their lyaters are 
IH'good^ and their land barren ; he heak their wa« 
OBft ; comes to Bethel^ is mocl^ed by children ; he 
them, and thereupon two bears come and 
fbrty-tyro of them. Moab rel^els agaipft 
and Jehor^m perfuades Jeho()iaphat, king 
b, ana the king of Edom, to join him in war 
lum^-^ey march feven days into the wil- 
-there want water, and are in great diftrefs* 
illiree kings go to £li{ha ; be reproves the king 
ttiwAj but refpefb Jehofliaphat^ feeks the Lord 
dmn, and foretels a Afpply of wate.x b^ ^^ 
They ma^e ditcher vrVadn «t^ ^^^^ 
4te8 deceived by the ap^aiT^tLC^ ^«!t^o\j 
down to them<-r*ire ovettkift^^in:^) »dA Ooal^ 
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into theif own land. Elilha comas to B< 
where a prophet's widow, in diftrcfs for del 
plies to hioi ; (he having only a t:rufe of oil li 
dlfe£ls her to borrow veffels ; then caufcs t 
to flow till all are filled $ the oil is fold to p; 
debt, &c* Eliiha paffing by Shunem, is obi 
by a worthy woman, who perceiving him V 
man of God, prevails on her hufband to buiL 
a room, which becomes his lodging. Elifha 
fible of their kindnefs, alks of her what ill 
done for her j (he refufes his offers— he findii 
has no child, forrtels her having a fon, who, 
he becomes a lad, is taken ill and dies, hue is 
red by Eliiha to life. He comes to Gilgal ; 
time of dearth; the propheta' fons there pi 
pottage with poifonous herbs ; he heals the po 
and preferves their lives ; he feeds one hundi 
them with twenty fmall barley loaves, and 
unthreihed com, and has to fpare. He heals 
niaa of his leprofy, and refufes his prefects 
Gehazi covets it, and by a lie obtains part i 
Eliiha difpleafed, caufes the leprofy of Naan 
cleave to him. The prophets ions preparing 
building, prevail with Eliiha to go with the 
the banks of Jordan to fell trees^^one lofes hi 
head, which the prophet caufes to fwim. Bebl 
king of Syria, continuing to invade Ifrael, is 
difconcerted— Eliiha difcovers his defigns, i 
Benhadad being informed of meditates reven 
Eliiha, and being informed he is at Dothan, 
armed men to feize him-^at EliQia's prayer 
are ilruck with blindnefs ; he then deceives t 
and leads them to Samaria ; their eyes are 
opened — ^Jehorani begs \e2cvt \o ftay them 
£liiha refufes, and caxifes tVve Vvti^Vi l<t^\ 
ii*d fend them away in tafcly . l^^nV^A^^V: 



la^ and caufes a dreadful famine ; JehorMii 
1 the prophet for it,* and feeks his death. K[e 
5 great plenty on the morrcHur ; the enemies 
urprifed in the night by hearing the noift of 
men and charriots, fly and leave their tents 
ovifiojns-^the city fuppUed thereby-— Eliiha 
i a feven years famine ; warns his good 
the Shunaniite to flee from it— at her rc- 
:r l^nd is poiTeiTed by ^lother, who refufes 
)re it ; fhe applies to the king — he hearing 
7 Gehazi, that Eliiha had reftored her fon to 
xoyers her pofleffion. ' £li(ha being at Da- 
, Benhadad fends Hazael to him to inquire 
ting lliould recover. He prophefies of his 
and that Hazael ihpnld fucceed him, jand 
el to IfraeL The prophet fends a young 
t to Ramoth, to anoint Jehu king of Ifrael ; 
on after flays Jezabel and' the feven ty £bns 
h, and the kings of Ifrael and Judah, and 
Kildren, and all Baal's worihippers^ and de- 
lis houfe and idols. Eliiha is taken fick, 
ig Joafli comes to fee him, and weeps over 
le foretels his fubduing the Syrians. Eliiha 
nd is buried ; and another man is laid in the 
rave, and his body touching the bones of 
the man revives, and &ands upon his feet* 



O 



1«^ 



( ^58 ) 

T? LIJAH's faithful miniftry now ends, - 
-~ And he triumphantly to heav'n af- .• 

cends*. 
At Jericho three days Elifha ftays 
To fee the men return ;. who divers ways . 
With care had fearch'd the mountain and the 

plain 
To find his body, but they fought in vain. 
The people there perceiv'd Eliflia bleft^ 
With the fame gift Elijah had poffeft. 
As to a prophet they to him apply'd . 
For that, by which his miffion \yould be try'd 
They told hijm that their city pleafant ftood^ 
But that their waters there were never good; 
And that the land was barren : Then, faid he, 
Bring a new crufe, and in it fait to met; 
And then he with them went unto their fpring 
And in their prefence there the fait did fling; 
Thus faith the Lord, I have your waters 

heard:, 
And lo your land rich future crops (hall yield. 

y^hich doubtlefs proved true \ and thus the 
Lord 
f z Kings ii. II. t Vcr. io- \^«^ '^^^ 
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Did to his next attempt fuccefs afford. 
Him, as foon after he to Bethel went, 
Some children met, on youthful folly bent, - 
And mocking, faid. Go up thou bald-head, 

Go*; 
At which the prophet was difpleafed fo, 
He curfed them ; when ftraight two bears 

were fent, 
Who forty-two of them in pieces wrcnt. 

All mocking then let giddy youth avoid, 
For which fo many were at once deftroy'd ; 
Who fuffered thus feverely for their crimen 
To be a warning to the end of time. 
Soon after this did Moab's king rebel 
Againft Jehoram king of Ifracl, 
(The fon of wicked Ahab) who then reigti'd, 
And who to king Jehofliaphat complain'd, 
** That Moab*s king againft him had rebeirdt, 
And from him had his ufual tax withheld J ; 
And afk'd the king of Judah him to join, 
With whom the king of Edom would com- 
. bine. 
* 2 Kings II. 23. f Cha^. Vu. ^« \N«* V 
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To which Jehofliaphat too foon intlirfdj ' 
And foon their forces they together joth'd ; 
Then through the wilderrtefs tagcthcr went,- ' 
(The knowledge of thetf marching ta pre- 
vent }) [found, 
And having fpent fev'n days it\ mirching 
They came where water Was not to be found: 
So many cattle, fuch an hoft df men, 
Upon their march muK furcly want it then ; 
^.But where to find it, as no fpring vras fiestri 
None of them knew, which much encreats'd 

their fear. 
The king of Ifrael then cry'd out alas*, 
That God ftiould bring fo fad a thing to 

pafs, 
To call three kings together in a band, 
And then to give them into Moab's hand ! 
All this they fear'd, and thought deftruftiow ^ 

nigh, 
Unlefs the Lord their God did them fupply : 
I Which was the way, Jehofliaphat then though* 
; Help might be had, if he was truly fought; 

* i King«i iu. 10^ 
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This hint he gave, expreffing his defire, 
And therefore for a prophet did inquire. 
He foon was of Elifha told, and where 
He nai^ht be found : but yet it don't appear 
How far the diftance was from his abode, 
But all the kings in chariots (doubtlefs) rode ; 
And to the prophet they together went. 
To aflc for counfel ; tho' they might have . 

fent ; ■ 
Th^ prefent danger banifh'd all that (late, 
And made them each as humble then as great. 
But happy thofe who are fo truly wife, 
As firft to feek the Lord, that no furprife 
May in their enterprizes them attend. 
When God is both their counfellor and friend ; 
For all mankind who aft by his dire6lion, 
May be affur'd of counfel and protcftion ; 
^But when his counfel is not early fought. 
Such men are often to diftreffes brought. 
And to proceed — the prophet feeing there 
Jehoram, with the other kings appear, . 
Diflik'd his prefence. What have I, faid he* 
Unto Jehoram, now to do vjkVv Ocv^^^. 
♦ 2 Kings III. 13. O 2. 
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Go to thy father's prophets to inquire, 
Or of thy mother's prophets hdp defire. 
Nay, faid the king to him,^but we are three, 
Two' other kings in danger now with nae, 
Of falling into Moab's hand, and thought 
That fome deliv'rance might for us be 

fpught : 
But by the prophet's anfwer was imply'd. 

All favors were on his account deny'd ; • 
As lives the Lord, the God I (land before, 
Did not Jehofhaphat his help implore, 
I'd not toward thee look, nor fee thy face^* 
So much rejefted then was Ahab's race ; 
So much Jehorara treated with difgrace. 
It can't be faid Jehoram in his heart 
Did from the Lord, or from his laws depart. 
He being led in blindnefs all his days, 
And taught to love his parents wicked way* ;v|fc 
But yet corapaffion for the peopk wrought 
Upon Eli (ha, that the Lord he fought, - f. 
A minftrel now was brought; with loud ao. 5 
claim [catneij/ 

lie touched the harp, i\\e \vAV<\\o\ ^>Vv^^\ , 

♦ 2 Kings 111. \ V 
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Tku9 faith lEe Loidy iaith be, make diuiUcs 

there, 
Which ftiall be fiird, and yet no rain ap* 

■r 

pear*. 
And then the prophet gave the kings to know 
That Moab fhould fuftain an overthrow ; 
And all their fenced cities fmitten be, 
Stopt up their wells, and fell'd each goodly 

treet. 
As this prediftion fully was believ'd, 
Their minds were from the prefent fears 

reliev'd. 
With theXe good tidings they return'd in haftei 
Which were with joyful captures then em- 
braced 
By all the multitude ; who quickly made 
pitches for water, as the prophet faid. 
When this was done, they took a fhort repofe> 
But when betimes they in the morning rpfe, 
To facrifice, water from Edom came, 
A.rid foon it fiird the country with the ftreamlj, 
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Bat when the Moabites had heard by foiHi^y 
That thefe three kings were all to battle conacf I 
They foon collefted all their men for fight, 
But when they came where waters were in I j 

The rifing fun then (hining on it bright, J j 

Refle£ling red*, they thought the water b!ood|i-^ | 

Which they fuppos'd an omen for their gpod^.[ 

And faid, each king hath now the other (lain,.!) 

That fo much .blood doth on the earth remaiti^f] 

Now Moab to the fpoilt^ with hafte, they cryj-fl 

And pufhing on apace, as they drew nigh, . .]-] 

They found their great miftake, for Ifrael^ 

Judah and Edom, all upon them fell : ■ ^ i 

Smote, routed, and purfu'd all Moab's bandit, m 

And drove them forward, even to their land^ : 

Spoiled their cities, fell'd their goodly treds, ' 

Stopt up their wells, and filled by degrees . 

Their land with ftonesj; when this was fully, 
o'er, • ^ '' 

The Moabites returned to them no more. ' 
£)i/ha next to Bethel went, and there 

^ 2 Kings, ill. 23* t ^^l ^*- % ^^* ''V 
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of a prophet's fon drtw i^car, ' 
I great diftrefo^ and grief, unto him cry'd, 

nd told hex: cafe, that Cince her hufband dy'd 
he cruel Creditor her fons would fell, 
nd they to pay the debt as flaves muft dwell : 
he fold him alfd of her hufband's zeal, 
or which (he to his knowledge did appeaK 
[e afls'd her the% what in the faoufe was lefc^ 
>F if fte irete of ev'ry (hir^g bereft ? 
nc fingle crufeof oil (he then Gbmplain'dt^ 
^as all that of her houfhold flore remain'd,. 
e bade her then (tince what flie feid waa 
true) 

o borrow empty veffels not a few ; 
hen (hut tbemfelves within the honkX to be 
rom interruption or difturbance free; 
hen to pour out the oil, tbofe veifels fill, 
nd as they wanted more to borrow ftilU 
hii^ counfel (he with gratitude receiv'd, 
i^luch rais*d her faith and hope to be re* 

r 

liev'd ; 
fj^Kittgtiv. I, f Vet. »• . %Nw%< 
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t 

The pleafing tafk they all attempt with fpee^ , 
And in procuring veffels did fuccejcd ; 
When thofe flie had were fill'd, they went 

again [^^"^v. 

To try for more, but their attempts were . ; 

And then the running of the oil was ftaid** 
By felling the increafe the debt was paid; 
The prophet bid them live upon the reft.; ^.j 
And thus the widow and her fons were Ueftw^ 
Now after this it fell upon a day, a 

That he to Shunem paffed on hi^ way, • 
Where dwelt a perfon of no mean eftate^- 'V 
Whofe wife wa4 much efteemid, and truFf ' 

greatt; . 
Who faw Elifha with a watchful eye 
As in his travels he was paffing by ; 
Kindly conftrain'd him there a while to fiar . 
To eat fome bread;};, and reft him on the w^ 
Mafter and fervant, both her bounty Qxzf^y 

For whom her heart and houfe were well {^ 
par'd; 



■ 
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.na more than once (he aflced theih to eat^ 
Vhen flie beheld them paffing through the 
ftreet; 

SjoA ' On a time, on parting witk her gueft, 
iheto her hufband thus herfelf expreft, 
SToW J perceive this is a man of God*, 
Who pafles by fo frequent on the road, 
Let US' for him a little chamber make 
U^kto thtfSeall, (and for his matter's fake) • 
\nd in it for his next return prepare 
/k-bed, a table, candleifick, and chairt ; 
Na Aeedlefs things propofing to provide, 
f^f one thing there for ornament or pride.) . 

W\ which was done, and when the prophet 

ci^me. 
This friendly bed receiv'd his weary framej : 

^o mention^here of curuins to his bed, 

ffo curious toilet round his table fpread, 
SFo looking-glafs was placed nigh at hand, 
^ blfoh^ foap, or water on a ftand ; 
aWw plain ! how mean it was ! yet this we 

find C'^ind^ 

lelik'd it well, and thought Vvvs U^^\xsi^^^ 

' J Kings IV. 9. f Vcr. 10. \Vct. ^^* 



TJie grateful prophet her intentions kneur ^ 
To be fincere, and all fee had in view 
Was to be kind to ftrangers in their way ; 
Which he was*thoughtful how he fhbuld re 

pay, 

And therefore fent Gehazi to invite 
Into his room the worthy Shunamite ; 
When (he came in, and did before him ftari< 

Ih great refpeft attending his command. 
He bade her fay, (as they had lately feen 
How much for them her friendly care ha( 
been) 

What fhall be done for thee ? what friendf 

■J 

thing ? 
Wilt thou be fpok^n for unto the king, 
Or captain of the hoftt ? But fhe reply'rf 
In terms by which fuch favors (lie deny'd 
With my own people here, faid flie I dwel 
Which clearly (hew'd fhe lik'd her ftation 

well, 
And rather chofe it than the grand refort, 
Tbc noifc .and buft.\c iWx. ^\Ae.tvv\ vVv^ cow\\. • 

» z Kings iv. 12. VNt\U \v 



Mer liulband's prefencc and her home fke 

chofei 
To live in comfort^ plenty^ and repofc ; 
No great preferment flie for him defir'd, 
'No wealth nor honor to be thus acquired; 
They had enough, and with it were content^ 
And further offers aiming to prevent. 
gSfae having anfwer'd thus; then turn'd away, 
Gehazi took the liberty to fay, 
This womaahas no child, her hu{band's old* 5 
Which to him was fo opportunely told, 
He Haird her back-^flie coming as before^ 
Scood in the entrance of the chamber door, 
He told her then (or gave her to believe) 
That by her hufband Ihe (hould foon conceive j 
And that Hie (hould, after a certain fpace, 
A fon or heir with pleafuTe then embrace; 
Wond'ring fhe beard the pleafing prophecy. 
And begg'd fhe might not be deceived thereby j 
Nay, nay, my Lord, thou man of God, faid 

fhe, 
(Or to be plainer ftill) don't lie to met 5 

* 2 Kings IV, 14. -^ "^tx. "^^- 
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» 

When thus, flie faid fhe modeftly withdrew 
And in due feafon found his faying true, 
A foa was born, and look'd upon as giy'iiy 
By fignal favor as a gift from heav'n ; 
As fuch received was the lovely boy, 
Who did by turns their thanks and hopes 

employ, (joy. 

And was fome years their comfort and their 
But how uncertain is all human breath, 
JIow unperceived the approach of death^ 
HoV tranfitory worldly comforts are, ■ ^ 
And ev'ry blefling which on earth we (hai^j 
How quickly gone before we are aware ! 
This hopeful youth chanc'd in the field to be 
His father's reapers there at work to fee ; 
Where being ill, he cry'd, my head, my hea< 
And then they fent him home; but there infte 
Of being better foon, he by degrees. 
Grew worfe and worfe upon his mother's 

knees* : 
All they could do they doubtlefs for him try 
jPut yet upon his mother's \aip\\e An' dcV^ 

* 2 £fii£Sj iv. 20, \ W\d> 
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L {ilftf(iliing trial to the worthy paii*, 
md wOrfe becaiife Elifha was not there, 
'he ehild (he laid upon the prophet's bed, 
'hen fhut the door, and to her hufband faid, 
L.^oung man fend me now I pray, that he 
fay get an afs, and quickly go with me*; 
lit hufband giving tacitly confent, 
ht afs wds faddled, and away they went, 
he to her fervant faid, drive now away, 
•lack not thy riding till I bid thee ftayt; 
.nd fp the mail of God the mournful dame 
^ (^rmel's mount at length in fafety came : 
Hien they the hill approach'd, and came in 
K fight, 

lilha faiid, yonder's the Shunamite ; 
ifii bid Gehazi meet her, and inquire, 
rail was well with her; and then defire 
o know if it be fo with all at home, . 
[ufband and child, that (he to me is come. 
be anfwer'd, All is well J ; (the reft conceard, 
ill to her mafter (he the whole reveal'd} 
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Wlien flie arriv'd, and goming* to hiiw fieiTr 
Her quick prodration made her grief appear 
The prophet fooa perceived Qxe was di^eis*dt - 
His fenfe of. which he quickly thus e^re&Vt^ 
Her foul is vex'd within her much I fee, .. 
And yet the Lord has told it not to me.* . 
When thu^ awhife (he had embrac-d his feet^ 
She in this manner did Eliflia greet ; 
Did I not fay, when firft thoa faidft to me,^ 
For all thy care what Ihall be done for the^ 
When thoa foretold my having of a.fon^T 
(When all my liopes were loll of haiiirtK 

one) J^. 

Do not deceive me, did I not reply^ 

Do not, I pray thee^ to thy handmaid lie ;t. 
Did I, my Lord, of thee a fon defiret ? ., 
Did I a favor of that fort require ? 
And here flie paus'd — and not a worciex-- 

prefs'd 
Of death or ficknefs ; this the prophet guef«'d^ 
And fympathizing with her in her grief, 
Conceiv*d a method to afibrd relief: 

.» a Kings iv, t?. If Vtt, \VKxV 
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Then feni Gehazi haftily away, 
The prophet's ftaff upon the child to lay.* 
Though this was done, it could not pacify 
.Tfae painful mother's anxious heart thereby^ 
As lives the Lord, and as thou liv'fl:, faid (he, 
I will not leave (or here depart from) theet. 
The condefcending prophet full of pity, 
Attended on her home unto her city, 
Gehazi (being fir ft) the work a flay 'd, 
And on the child the prophet's ftaflF had Iaid;|;, 
To,.raife a prefent h^pe was all its ufe, 
HHpfl^fF alone could no effe6t produce. 
IJBut when Elifha came it did impart 
A fecret hope and comfort to her heart : 

m 

She knew his int'reft with the Lord was great. 
As was fo clearly fliewn to her of late, 
When this her fon by miracle was giv'ft, 
An(i by his pray'rs alone obtained from heav'n : 
She knew the pow'r that gave her fon before, 

Gould now (though dead) her fon to life re- 

' ftore. , '^ 

»■ 

* 2 Kings iv.zg. \ "Vej, yi. X'^^* V» 

Pa 



•{ 



-» 



Thefe meditations, doubtlefs in her way^, ■• '' 
Gave to her troubled mind a folid ftay, ^ 
And brought her then entirely to depend "^^ 
Upon the Lord through her revered friend;. ' 
Gehazi having the command obey'd, 
And found the youth was dead, no longer 

ftay'd ; 
But running back again ^^as in. a fright) ' - 
Me met his mafter^ and the Shunamite,. " ' ^- ^ 
And told them- that the child did not awake^ '^ 

There was no- voice*,, no anfwer c6uld[.I|ft''' 

X ". 
make, ' » • " 

And when they came they found the child waat 

dead. 
And in the prophet's room, upon his bedt j; ■ 
He then went in, and fhut the door and- 

pray'dj, 
And till his flefliwas warm^ upon him laid}:^; 
And God in mercy, did his life reftore,. 
Unto his parents healthy as before. •- 

Shc^ then arofe and took her Ton away^. 

♦ 2 Kings iv. 31, \ Vex. ^li 
I 
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> his apSirtfiMnt (he did him convey y 

er grateful thoughts fo crouded in her brea^ 

ley feal'd her tongue, and could not b& 

It doubtliefs after t&is it was relieved, 

■ 

jth dianks file titterU what {he had con- 
ceived; 
lis afterwards remembered all her daysy 
id lov'd the Lord, and walked in his w>ay$^ 
I proceed in king Jehoram's reign, 
e anikhcT fon will mention'd be again. 
From, hence Eliflia next to Gilgal* went,. 

h<!te with the prophet's fons fome time he- 

fpent. 
>w iij the land there was a ftorclijng dearth^ 
hich had confum-d the produ6l of the 

earth t; 
iflia th'ere the prophet's fons to feed, 
pot of pottage order'd then with fpeed ; 
;o the field for herbs one went his way, 
ho fiird his lap with gourds;]^, and did no(^ 
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But knew not what they were, or bad or g<K>d| 
He nor the reft, if proper for their food. 
Thefe gourds he fhred, and ca(^ into the poljf 
But they when firft to tafte it had the lot, 
Perceiv'd it deadly, and fuppos'd that they ,; 
Should for their ignorance too dearly pay | ; 
And to Elifha foon for help apply'd, 
That death was in the pot to him they cry'dj *j; 
Who quickly called for a little meal*, . 
And therewith did the deadly pottage heal; . 
Thus wa& that holy man, and all the refl, . 
From that impending danger greatly, bleft* . 

See how the pious liv'd in former days. 
Who left examples worthy of our praife; 
Things plain and mean they only had for jv^i 
Were wholly ftrangers to a life profufe ; 
I n this repaft there's nothing faid of meat, 
Twas' pottage made of herbs they had to.ea|^ ■] 
But in this fimple, low, and humble ftate, .^ 
Thefe prophets beft upon the Lord could wai^ I 
His errands run, and follow his command,: ;k 
And be as pilgrims in their native land, V 
To whom the Lord \s a\^N^.^^ \iL^ ;iX\asd^ 
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: f itbe prophet next an hundred perfons fed,. 
'(Tith corn in hulk, and only barley bread ; 
Vliicfar as a prefent was unto hira fent\ 
Vith which it was Eliiha's kind intent 
?hey alt fhould be fufficiently refreifa'd :. 
rhe loaves but twenty^ and the coro^ 

unthreih'd, 
lis lervant thought 'tfwould not in any wiiie - 
lo many hungry perfons then fuffice; 
ihd when this pittance was before them iaid^ 
rhe holy prophet to his fervant faid, 
: hiis faith the Lord, all tbefe enough ihall. 

V have, 
Lnd after that there (hall be fome to leavet t 
Md thro* the (ignal blefling of the Lord, 
t fatisfy'd them all, and did afford 
kit overplus, according to his word . 
ly feeding them a minacie was wrought^ 
\y which much honor to his God was- 

brought, 
here was in king Benhadad's Syrian courln 






igi'6ng hi^ nobles which &vd \!cv^t^ ^c^lWx 
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Qne who for wifdom greatly was efteem'di- 

And for his martial feats courageous dcem'd; 

His name Naaman*, by the king regarded, 

And with the higheft pods and truft rewarded^* 

But notwithftanding this, he chanc'd to be 

Affli6ied with a grievous leprofy, 

Which' in his poft he could not well endure, 

»■.■' , 
Yet knew not how nor where to find a cure. ' 

But in his houfe a menial fervant dwelt. 
An Ifra'litifh captive maid, who felt * ■ 

So much compaffion for him, to exprefs 
Her ^feeble wifhes for his happinefs ; ""' 

A 

And as (he waited on his wife did tell 
How great a prophet was in Ifrael ; 

She wifh'd him with him — Would to God, 

faid fhe. 
My mafter was but with him, then would he 
Be quickly cured of his leprofyt; '"' 
Which Na'man hearing, mentioned to the king. 
And when they both confider'd of the thing, "^ 
The Syrian king wrote I fuel's king a Ictter^^, 
SuppoGng he might knovj iVie ^To^V«\.\«.\xset 
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Than tlm poor captive-^-and of him requtr'd 
The cure his faithful Naaman defir'd. 
This letter he by Na'inan to him fent, 
Wlttcb when he read, his clothes for grief h^ 

rent; 
Am I a God to kill and make alive ? 
Said he to fome ; fee how he doth contrive 
To feek a quarrel at this time with mc^ 
To afk recov'ry of a leprofy*. 
Had king Benhadad prudently exprefl 
^hat 'twas he wanted by the faid requeft. 
That king Jehoram would but recommend 
Naaman to Eli (ha, as his friend^ 
And told him plainly what he then intended| 

The king of Ifr'el had not been offended. 

« 

But when the prophet all had underftood, 
f That all might work together then for good) 
And- that the king no longer might refent, 
Kefentt' inquire, why he his clothes had rent 
An4 alk'd.that Na'man might to him be fent. 
That he might know, and might to others tell, 
Ther? was a prophet yet in Ifraelt. 

* ^ Kings V. 7* -V "Vtt. \% 
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When Na'man had the wekotne fneJGTage "' 
heard, - ' 

He for his journey very foon prq)er*d. 
With horfes, chariot, and attendants rode* 
To Avhere Elifha's humble dweUhig ftood ; 
And there he thought £liftia to have feen^ . ' 
When he fome time had there in watting been} 
The prophet fent a raeffenger to fay, *\ 

Unto the river Jordan go thy way. 
And when thou haft there waih'd, and fev!n ' 

times been 
Dipt in the pool, thou (halt be pure and ckani> < 
This unexpcfled meffage gall'd bis pride, . \ ^ 
At which he turn'd away diifatisfy'd ; 
And being wroth, he faid, I thought that he ^ 
When I to him apply'd, would come to mO). ^ 
And readily on me his hands have laid, i 

And to his God for nny recov'ry pray'd : •- >■ 
Our rivers Abana and Phaf par (fore - | ^ 

He thought) as good as Jordan are, as pure)? 
May not the rivers of Damafcus well r 

Preferred be to ihofe otl^t3Lc\l^ 

\ 

* 2 Kings, T. 9. \ Vct. 10. It'Vtt. %«- 



He doutHle& thought his dignity and ftate^ 
And his retinucf, rendered him fo great, 
The prophet might have fhewn him fome 

reg^rd^ 
Which he was ready fully to reward. 
With this fuppos'd affront he, in difdain, 
Turned about, and homeward drove again*; 
But (well for him) before it was too late, 
His wifer fervants did expoftulate 
With him the cafe, and thus of him inquir'd, 
That had the prophet for the cure required 
Some a*-duous tafk, would he not then obey, 
And readily fubmit without delay ? 
Why then not rather do a thing fo mean, 
Only to wafh in Jordan, and be cleant ? 
Nought for himfelf, but this was underftood, 
Hrs mafter's glory, and Naaman's good ; 
This foft addrefs, and dutiful refpeO:, 
Which they difcover'd, had its wifli*d efFea. 
Then as advis'd, to Jordan's pool he went, 

Sev'n times he dipt, and joyful the event, 

* 2 KwgS V. 12. \ Vtit^ \V 
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According as the man of God had faid, 1 
A miracle was wrought — a cure was made« r 
When thus his leprofy was wafli'd away, 
Naaman to the prophet bent his way^ 
Acknowledging in Ifr'ePs God alone^ *^' 
Such pow*r miraculous of healing fiione. • 
And to Eliflia would his bleffing give, - • 
(Or rather gifts) which he could hot receiv*. 
As lives the Lord, before Whom now^I ftand^ 
111 not, faid he, receive it* at thy hand. 
The gifts of God to men are always free. 
And that the holy prophet let him fee ; 
But as the gifts of men are bought with gold. 
They're tp the people, very dearly fold; 
He then requefted earth, two mules to loadt$ 
To build an J^ltar on to Ifr'el's God ; 
(Suppofing God no facrifice would own, 
(But from the earth of Ifrael alone) 
Becaufe thy fervant will henceforth no more, 
In my devotion other gods adore;];, 
He being only Godf, fuprenie and wife, 
To whom I fliall in fuiuie C^cuftce([ ; 

* -2 Kings V. 16. \Vtx. IT* \ V«A. 
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But in this thing the Lord yet pardon me^ "' 
When by my office I'm conftrain'd to ^e 
Aitendalat on rfie king, when he Ihali go 
Into the houfe of Rimmon — I alfo 
BoW down nayfelf to him ; in tliis one thing, * 
The Lord thy fervant pardon — sls the king - 
Leans on my hand, and with him I muft go^ 
Though Ifr'el's be the only God I know*^ 
(Thus many own a God they'll not obey, 
And wilfully for lucre run aftray, 
Supprefs conviSion to retain their ple&fure. 
And fell their inward peace for outward 

^ treafure) 
On this the prophet made no obfervation, 
But, go in peacet ; their ufual falutation. 
Gehazi, who with luftful eye had view'd 
The glitt'ring baits his mafter had withftood ; 
Thus argu'd — If Elifha had not fpar'd 
Thefe profFer'd gifts, I had the bounty ffiar'd ; 
As lives the Lord, I'll fomething of him take. 
And ran with fpeed the greater hade to make^ 

f t KiDgf y. 15. , \Vtt. \V 
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T* o'ertake the driving chariot^ but Na'man's 

eye, 
Was quick enough, his coming to efpy, 
Alighting from his chariot him to meet^ 
And for his matter's fake did kindly greet'; 
Then afk'd if all was well* ? and he reply 'd, 
That all was well, and told this lie befide, 
My matter now hath fent me unto thee . 
To fay, Behold two men are come to me, 
Two prophets' fons from Ephraim's moihit' 

(hey are, -^ 

Two changes of thy garments for them (pate ; 
For them I pray (another favor grant) 
Gne talent of thy filver 'tis I wantt. 
To which Naaman freely did confent, 
And kindly bid Gehazi be content 
To take two talents J ; which did greatly pleale, 
And fent two fervants with him for hb cafe j 
When they arriv'd, the fame he did befttifw^ 
Within the houfe, and let the fervants go; ^ 
Though this exploit he thought he had con- 

7SoL ftcrling. § Vci. iv . 
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The whole was to Elifhia foon reveard : 
When he returned, being void of fear, 
He foon before his mafter did appear ; 
Who afk'd from whence he came ; and he 

reply'd, 
Thy feryant went no whither*; tho' he ly'd* 
Went not my heart along with thee, faid he, 
When Na'man ftopt, and turned back to thee ; 
Is.it a time, faid he, to take reward.*, 
In money, garments, vine, or olive-yards ? 
In men and women-fervants, oxen, Iheep ? 
Which things, though lawful in themfelves to 

keep, **. 

Should not, thro' avVice, be unjuftly gain'd. 
By falfehood gotten, nor by fraud obtained;' 
The leprofy of Na'man therefore fhall 
Cleave unto thee, and on thy feed ihall fall. 
A. leper white as fnow he then became, 
And left his matter's houfe with grief and 

fhame. - 

This aft of his was truly vile and baft, 
Bf which he did the citifc ol Cio^ ^x^j-^vw^* 



< f 86 } 

Na man might think Elifha infincere . 
In his rcfufal ;.or it might appear 
As if he .fold the gift of God for galn^ 
Which then was free^ and free it Ihould re-. . 

main. 
Gehazi'a ofFsprirtg, all his herrs m fp^irity • <' 

Who covet aftef riches, thefe inherit 
A kind of fecret leprofy of fin, - ^ • 

Not to be heai'd unlefs they're wafh'd within ; 
In Jordan's ftreafti alone rs this eflfefted/ ' 
And many dippings muft be there expeSed^ 
Until by judgment they are purify 'd, * ' 
And in the my (lick Jordan fully try'd- 
All fuch as don't this way obtain a cure, 
Muft during life this leprofy endure; 
For avarice in this refembles pride, 
And never is or can be fatisfy'd. 

Soon after this the prophets fons, we rtad^' 
Did with their friend Elifha intercede. 
To let them make enlargements to the place. 
Which (bey inhabited* — 3l tv\3Lm\o\5^^ \^^^* 



On aflcing him, they ftraigh't had his' confent ; 
Then they unto the banks of Jordan went; 
One of the men, in fellbg of a beam, 
Let, fall his axe*$ head into the ftream • 
Matter, alas ! he cry'd, and was in forrow, 
Becaufe he of his friend the axe did borrow.* 
The man of God direfted him to tell, 
The place near unto which the iron fell 5 
As..his delight was ftill in doing good, 
He therefore for him cut a ftick of wood, 
And o'er the axe into the waters threw, 
Which then arofe, and fwamt in open view j 
The man with pleafure took it up again-J,- i* 

And fo became relieved of his pain. 

This friendly aftion ftiew'd his condefcenfibit 

And willingnefs to favor their intention. 

As refttefs kings are feldom long at eafe 
Wbilft war or conqueft only feem to plcafe ; 
In thefe purfuits Benhadad was employ^, 
By which the Ifr'elites were much annoy'd; ' 



< ifiS ) 

v/i 

In council he co nfiiUg d where to be*, . 
And how to march upon them privately : . 
But then Elifha information fent 
Unto his king, the danger to preventt; . 
Who fent and found it, as the prophet faid,, 
And thus the Syrians' fchemes in vain were 

laid. 
At this Benhadad was extremely vext. 
His councils baffled, and his thoughts per- 
plex t. 

He afk'd his fervants Handing round, if they 
Did notice of his fecret plans convey ? 
nAnd which of us, faid he, who with me dwell, 
Is for Jehoram king of IfraelJ ? 
One anfwer'd. None, O king, but 'tis alone^ 
Their feer Ehlha makes thy councils known 
Whate'er thou doft in thy bed-chamber fay 

He to the king thy councils doth betray }. 
The prophet's charafter Benhadad knew. 
And therefore thought the information tri 

♦ 2 Kiogs, 71. 8. \ 'Vtx. <^. 

^ Vcrft II. S^wfe ^^- 
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!caure Elifha's deeds had rais'd his faitie^ 
ad thofe reports umo Datnafcus came: 
e then gave orders fpies foon fhould be fent| 
3, find out where he was, but 'ere they wenf^ 
ne told the king, he' was in Dothan then* : 
n which he fent an hoft of arised men ; 
orfes and chariots, Dothan to fufroundf, 
nd there he thought Eli (ha {hould be found* 
way cbey march'd ta Dothto in the iHJgHt^ 
4icrc they encamped round the city quite j 
'^hich when the prophet's fervant rofc be 

fpy'd, . • 

nd to his mafter rail, Alas( hecry'd^ . 

Qw fhall we do;J; ? whofe anfwer was^ Feaif 

not 
fccaufe he knew he never was forgot; 

e knew the Lord was able to defend 

• • • 

n whom alone he fafely could depend ; 
'ho was indeed a favorite of heav'n 
"oip whence to him fo large a gift was giv*n ; 
t)fn further faid, More are with us than be 
^ithout with them ; and pray'd that he 
might fee: 



( 490 \ 

The fcrvant's eyes then open'd to adtnire : 
The mountain fiU'd with horfes, all of fir 
And fiery chariots round him* ; and froa 

thence 
He faw his matter's God was his defence* 
And then the prophet pray'd the Syrians mi 
Be inftantly deprived of; their fightt: 
Which being granted, he among them wa 

4 

And foon diverted them from their intent 
Told them, 'twas not the way; nor that tk 
place^ 

Where they were like to fee Eliflia's face 
But if, faid he, yoa all will follow me, 
111 bring you to the msln you want to fee;] 
To which their blindnefs made them aH 

fut|mit, 
To be conduced where he thought it fit ; 
And then he to Samaria led. them all, 
Where he again upon the Lord did call, 
To open all their eyes ; who heard his pr^j 
And then they faw they in Samaria were^ 

• z Kings vi. 17. \ Vw* \^» 
t Vcr. 15. 5 Vet. 16* 
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"The king Would for the prophet's fake require, 
And twice he faid, My father fhall I fmite* ; 
But he refus'd, and plainly to him faid, 
Thou (halt not fmite them — were they cap- 
tives made, 
Tfobk by thy bow or fword, and quarter gave, 
Wouldft thou then hofitate tbeiir lives to fave?* 

With bread and water let them Be fupply'd, 
And to their mafter got ; he then comply'd^ ' 
And great provifion for them did provide; 
Who eat and drank till fully fatisfy'd ; 
And they returned back, and came no more;J 
(In bands to Ifr'el as they did before ;) 
But when at home they might with wonder. te!t ' 
What -in that enterprife had them befel. 

In warlike kings how cruel is theitch 
Of Ihedding blood, their kingdoms to enrich? 
How void of juftice men who others flay, 
To fpoil or take their property away ? 
Thkfavage men or Heathens may do fl:ill, 
But bow can Chriftians fellow Chriltians kill ? 



Tis ftrange lo think^ nor can the" thing be fo, 
To war and fight a Chriftian cannot go ; 

Chriftiaiis in name, arid merely in pretence, 
Miy go to war for want of chriftian fenfe, 
May lofe their men, their money, and their 

trade, ' 
Their neighbor's right or kingdoms to mvade; 
But we may fee when nations Hve in peace, 
Their riches, joy, and happinefs increafe ; 
When int'reft clafhes, or when fears arife, 
And they each other of the caufc advife, 
Tis* beft adjufted by negotiation. 
And that at iaft muft be its termination. 
Wife is it then, even at firft to fhtm 
All wars, by which whole kingdoms arc ' 

undone. 
How king Benhadad dar'd again to fight, 
Or even wi(h to flay one Ifr'elite ; 
Whofe God was God indeed : and that he knew 
In divers cafes proved to be true ; 
His Iaft attempt might him from war deter, 
And peace to war might ieac\v \vvvcv vo ^\^fer ; 
But yet we fee he vemui'd ouii^^A'a^ 
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• # 

laft expedition was in vain ; 

log now his ftrength a^in to tiy^ 

ith the God of Ifrael to vie; 

at no force his purpofe flipuld 4cfeat|^ 

are his army fhould be firong and 

eat; 

;n be(ieg*d Samaria's city round, 

> fupplies afrefh could there be found; 

len their (lores were leflen'd by their 



e, 



ily did a fcarcity produce ; 

^hich a famine quickly did fucceed, \ 

lich became exceeding great indeed.* 

*s head was in the city fold, 

I pounds fterling money we are told,' 

• fcore filver piecest, which amount 

to that fum, by our account ; 

;r things were in proportion dear, 

rendered this calamity fevere ; 

was to te had) the abjeQ poor, 

hey had purchas'd once, could buy no 

Ke; 

z KJngs, vi. 25. -^ WA^ 
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And as the king was pafling on the wati, 
He heard a poor diftreffed woman call, 
Help now my Lord, O king*, but his reply 
,Was, If the Lord dont help thee, whence 

fhall 1 1 ? 
She told her cafe--^This woman here, faid ftc 
In our diftrefs for food, agreed with me 
To kill and eat my fon^^and yefterday 
We boiled mine, bqt her's is mov'd awayj % 
On hearing this Jehoram rent his clotjies, . 
And underneath his fackclpth did expofe, 
And forrow rather than repentance chofe ; 
Who thought for this I^lifha was to blamei 
^ndthat thrqugh him this heavy judgment 

came : 
He then determined that the prophet's hea4 
3hould foon repay the prefent want of bread 
Perhaps he thought the Syrians being blind 
Was thro' his pray'r, and yet rctain'd in mind 
By king Benhadad, who did that refent^ 
Which brought on them this heavy pufiifii- 

ment; 
/ ^ Xingfi vi. a6. \ Vtifc r\^ \Nt!*^ ^ 




But king Jeboram's bafe and vile intenl^ 

Elifha's God was pleafed to prevent ^ 

To him revealed what the king defign'd^ 

And brought the fins of Ahab to his mindj. 

Who to the elders fitting with him faid, 

(As no offence could to his charge be laid) 

See how the murd'rers fon my blood would 

. flied^ 
And now is fending one to take my head ; 

Shut now the door, and hold it faftt, when h^ 
Approaches near, and comes to feize on me^ 
For of his matter's feet is not the found 
Now to be heard behind him;J;, on the ground? 
The elders fcarcely had the prophet heard^ 
Befbre th* aifaffin and the king appeared. 
One of them fpoke, and vilely did refleft 
Upon the Lord hirafelf to this effeft : 
Behold this evil now is of the Lord, 
Why (hould we wait^ (till he may help afford) ? 
Claiming of God the right of his prote£Uoit^ 
And yet refuHng him their due fubje£lion ; 
JdfA& they ftill pretended to admire. 
But not at all from iudgpvwv\.\i\3X^'^^^^^^ 



Their idol worfliip was not from coftvifliod, 
But altogether to avoid reftriftion ; 
But iri diftrefs, and when they felt the rod, 
TKey knew Jehovah was the only God; 
They knew his mercy that he could forgive,^ 
And knew without him that they could not 

live; 
They knew they, could not ferve him but in 

fear, 
And in obedience to his precjept here ; . . 
And therefore chofe a ftate of carelefs eafe^ 
Tojive^ and do, and worfliip, as they pteafej 
The idol worlhip coald with eafe attend. 
Da as they lift, but not their god offend; 
Which wa« no doubt from age to age the caufi 
They fo neglefted the Almighty's laws ; 
'Twas not becaufe he could not them prbted^' 
Or they frbtri Baal greater help expe6l ; - 
'Twas ?^ilful fin, and meer Hcentioufnefs/ ' 
That had occafion'd all their fore diftrefs ; "' 
Trom this the prefent famine on them camC| - 
/br IVJiicb the king would fern t\\ft».\A%jEhs 



( *97 ) 

iw to return— the prophet to j^peafe 
le angry king, and give the people eafe, 
ifir'd their ftrift attention to his word, 
fd hear his meflage to them from the Lord ; 
lat he would fend fuch plenty on the mor- 

row*, 
fhouldat 6nce remove their prefent forrow; 
rid them how cheap provifions ' fliould be 

bought, 
It not from whence the plenty Ihould ht 

brought. 
It that they (hould obtain this great reltef, - 
cceeded far a certain lord's belief; 
God would windows makeinheav'n, faid hc^ 
lien might this thing indeed fulfilled ba 
''hich (faid the prophet) thou ihalt furely fcc^ 
lit it ftiall not be tafted of by theet. 
'was joyful tidings to a ftarving city, 
ut 'twa^ the Lord alone that fhew'd 'em pityi^ 
or the.bjefiegers camp heard in the night - 
uch noife of chariots J;, as did them affright. 
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With noife of horfes, and.an army nigh, 
Caus'd them in terror from their camp to £[/• 
Four lepers being fat without the gate, 
Who for their death or fome relief did wait^ 
Said to each other. Why do we ftay here^? 
If we the city enter, famine's there • 
If here we ftay, we fhall be fure to die. 
Come let us -then unto the Syrians fly. 
If flain by them we can but die*, faid* they, 
If favM alive 'twill' be' a joyful day. 
So for the Syrian camp they bent their way ; 
When there they found horfes and affes ty'd, .. 
And all the tents in order were beiide ; 
But they no man throughout the camp could 

findt, 
But all their ftores and baggage left behind; 
The hungry lepers having found fupply, 
Of food fufficient, were refrefh'd thereby ; 
When they had eaten, and had drank their fill, 
They took what plunder they with all their - 
, ikiU - 

♦ ^ Kings vi. 4. \Vtt.Sv 
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Knew where to hide*— At laft they thought 

' it right 
To leave the place in covert of the night. 
Ao4 haften back in order to infufe 
Throughout the city this mod welcome ncwsj 
And foon they all returned to the gate^ 
And to the porter did the whole relatet ; 
Who quickly fent the tidings to the king, 
Yet he yras not elated with the thing, 
But thought they marched with defign away, 
And in the fields in fecret ambufli lay ; 
Who thought the hungry Ifr'elites would be 
Delighted with the booty J they would fee j 
Would be detain'd with eating, and with 

' plunder. 
With drinking, or with taking tents afunder; 
Might on a fuddeh rufh upon them there, . 
And kill or take them 'ere they were aware. 
From' this foppos'd deceit fome fpies were. 

^'•fent, [intent}? 

To fearch them out, and know their true 
Thofe dreadful confequcnces to ^tw^:ciV.\ 

t Cbmp. Tfi. la § V«% IV 
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Thfe fpies Toon found the lepers ftory true 
For in the camp they faw no man in vie\^ 
The tents were {landing, and the camp ent 
The caufe of which they could not but 

mire ; 
They then rode on as far as Jordan, wHei 
They in the way faw fcatter'd things appe 
Garments and veflels often thrown awa^ 
Which they through hafte* no further coi 

convey ; 
T&efcouts returning told how far they'd b 
And what they in the camp and way had f( 
The people then ru{h'd.out with eager jo] 
To fppil the camp, and quickly did empl 
All hands they had the plunder to convc 
And Co the city brought it foon away ; 
Each for himfelf was hearty for this fpoil, 
Not one among them did regard his toil 
All who were able fcuffled for a fhare, 
Aryd much confu'fion certainly was diere 

^*i Kings Yik 15. ^'^^\%^^ 



But that fame lord, who could not this believe^ 
Did in the croud his mortal wound receive ^ 
He was appointed to attend the gate, 
And there he met with his predifled fate ; 
He faw the the plenty, which he did not tafte^ 
Was trod to death by people in their btfte, 
lo ^as Elifha's prophecy fulfiird, 

r 

rhe ftarving fed, the unbeliever kill'd ;♦ 
rhough from their famine they were then 

reliev'd, 
Yet was the Lord by their offences grieved > 
rii^ugh thus deliver'd they would not amend^ 
A.mi' therefore he determin'd foon to fend 
A long and dreadful famine in the land, - 
Which by the fequel we may underftand. 

Soon after this £li(ha told his friend 
The Shunamite, that God would furely fead 
Seven years of famine, and this counfel gave^ 
That (he and houfhold (hould the country 

leavet; 
(Her hufband being old, or lately dead) 
And to fojourn where they coviVi ?^\x\^^^ 

bread. 



this friaidfy varning Ihe at once htticv'^i '• f 
And his advice with kind regaf d receiv'd ; 
She for that fpacc with the Philiftine ftaid^ 
Until the famine ccas'd*, as he had faid. 
But in her abfence both her houfe aiid land P 
Were occupied by another hand; f 

Who took it as his own, and wifli'd nO doubf^ j^ 

■ I 

The proper owner might not turn him out. 

But 'when the Shunamite to him apply'd " 

•I 

To have her houfe arid land fhe was deny'd j 
But failing in fuccefs, her next refort ' 
Was to addrefs the king^ and a£k him for^tf i^ V 
To whom fhe went, and by her interceffion,^ ' 

' • r 

Obtain'd an order for the whole pbffeffioh / 
for God was pleafed in his providence, ^ f 
The monarch to difpofe for her defence, | 
By railing in his mind a ftrong defire, i 

Iiito Elifha's condufl to enquire^ 
Of that Gehazi, who had lately been 
The prophet's fervant, and his wonders feen j' 
He told the king of divers things he knew^ ' 
And faw performed, w YucVi c«\aAxiVj ^^w\x^\ 

• ^ Kipgi Yiii. a. t V«- V X^«^ ^ 



which one was, the. raifing from the dead, 
ad at Shunem ftretch'd upon his bed^ 
len looking round^^-^behpld ! the Shun^*' 

amite, 
hto then was come to a(k him for her right ;, 
here, faid he, the woman, this her fonj 
: whom fo great a miracle was done*, 
is confirmation in right feafon came, 
d much induc'd him to believe her claim^ 
d to appoint an officer to fee 
at the poor Shunamite fliould righted be j ■ 
e land reftor'd, th' intruder to repay 
e proHt of it to that very day f ; 
might have known (he from the famine fled, 
d in that time he might fuppofe her dead ; 
i when both (he and fon came to demand 

e repofleffion of their houfe and land ; 
vas bafe in him the woman fo to ufe^ 
d what Ihe then requefted to refufe ; 
len (he return'd, and made her Rrft demand^ 
4 he re(ign'd it all into her hand,. ^ * 

' ^ Kings, Viii. s- \ ^tx. ^« 
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She might no doubt have then no mpre.ien 

quir'd, 
For this was all (he feemingly defir'd. 
But by refufing he his credit loft ; 
And found at laft it proved to his coft ; ^ 
But Providence herein was pleas'd to blefs 
This worthy woman then with this fuccefs ; 
As they who love the fervants of the Lord| 
Will never mifs of bleffings and reward. 

Eliflia next unto Damafcus came*. 
When king Benhadad hearing of his fame ; 
And being fick, he then Hazael fent. 
Who with great prefents to the prophet weii^' 
No lefs than forty camel's loads, to know - 
Whether the king recover fhouldt, or no j r 
Whofe-anfwer was, Go tell the king that be 
May certainly of this recover'd be, 
(And to he might if fuffer'd to remain ; 
But he forefaw he would be quickly flain) • 

And then he added, as a full reply. 

The Lord hath fhewn me he will furely die;j; 

* z Kings Till. 7. \ Vti. %. \^l^\. \^. 
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{fe then fo fix t his eyes opoTi the nRtn/ - 
As tho' he had conceived his fecret plan : 
And look'd until^Hazael blufh'd for fliame,- 
And tears of forrow from the prophet came.^ 
Hazael faid, Why weepeft thou, my lord ? - 
'What anguilh doth my countenance afford ?) 
The prophet told him plainly then from 

" whence 
[lis tears arofi^, 'twa& from an iRward fenfe 
That he the king of Syria would be, 
\Dd would on Ifr'el ftiew his cruelty ; 
iy thee their ftrong holds will be fet on fire, 
Pheir young men will be (lain at thy defire; 
Tomen with child ript up, and from the ftones 
Vill fife* of flaughter'd babes the dying 

' groins; • ' 

Vhat is thy fervant then a dogt ? faid he, 
^'hat thou fotetels fuch horrid things of me* 
7hus having faid, he foon return'd to court, 
^nd gave the king a fliort, but falfe report, 

•' • * Kings yiii. iJf. f V« 15. 
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That he fliould furely live* ; but in his heaii' 
Determined foon to aft the traitor's part; 

For on the morrow to his great difgrace, 
He laid a thick wet doth upon his face ; 
By which the poor fick king was quickly 

deadt, 
And then Hazael reigned in his ftead. 

Though Ahab's boufe had long unpunilh'd' 
been, % 

Whofe dire rewiird Elijah had fprefetr^ 
Afid Jezabel the queen was yet alive, 
With fev'nty fons, who did tiU^iow furvive > 
'J'he meafure being full, the time drew iiigii| 
.When each of them alfuredly muft die ; 
And all the things Elijah prophefy'd, j^''- 
Muft very foon be amply verify'dj 
Upon Baal's priefts and people by the fwofj jf 
^nd come to pafs according to his word | ' '^ 
(About tw^ve ycfirs before^ when 'twa» 

appointed, ' v« 

^^hat Jehu Ihould be Ifr'ers king anoifited/ ' 

p" 

f i Kings viii. i^^. ^ Ntx* \^. 
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This to fulfil — Elilha rather chofe 
A younger man, in whom he could repofe 
So great a truft, and who could fwiftly run, 
A.nd flee for fafety, when the work was done; 
But by Elifha he was firft inftrufted 
How this affair fhould be by him cond\i6led. 
Tp Ramoth-Gilead go thy way, faid he, 
find take this b ox of ointment now with thee } 
Call Jehu out, and with the utmoft care 
Take him afide into a chamber, where 
You may be private, and anoint him there*. 
When this is done, open the door and fleet, . 
And when returned, report the deed to me* 
Tliis younger prophet due attention gave 
To thcfe direftions how he fliould behave ; 
And then for Ramoth- Gilead went with fpeedy 
And in the bufinefs thus he did fucceed. 
When he to Ramoth-Gilead came, he found 
Jehu with other captains fitting round ; 
And that his ftay but very ftiort might be,. ' 
At Jehu look'd and faid, I have to thee 
Aiverrand here — Jehu this anfwcr made ; 
To which of us ? And ibciv lYve ^xa^^xJe^^> 

• t JEings ix. 33. \ V«. V 
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To thee, O captain, am I only fcnt ; 
Then they withdrew, and to a chamber went ; 
He pour'd the ointment then on Jehu's head, 
Which when he had upon him fully fhed. 
His meflage told; Thus faith the Lord faid he, 

I over Ifr'el have anointed thee 
To rdgn as king — and thou (halt alfo fmite 
The houfe of Ahab, and deftroy it quite : 
Avenge my fervants blood which they have 

fpilt*, 
And from the land remove the load of guilt; 
Dbgs Ihall devour the queen at Jezreel flain,t 
And no fepulchre her loath'd corpfe €on-> 

tain J; 
When he had fpoken what he had to fay, , 
He ftept unto the door, and went away* 
When he withdrew, the captain aflc'd whs^ 

caufe, 
For that mad fellow's coming to him was*' 
Jehu fuppos'd that either from his drefs, 
Or what they iaw, they migjbt bis eirand 

guefs ; 
♦ 2 JKugs, ix. 7. i[ V^t* iQ.^ \^>J^. 
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You know, faid he, the man's communica- 
; tion*, 

Tltey faid 'twas falfet, and wanted information* 
He knew his caufe might fufFer by delay, 
-Nor on that crifis car'd to lofe a day > 

He therefore told them what the prophet faidf. 
And what he did, but they no anfwer made ; 
But ev'ry one appear'd to be content, 
Atid then about the work in hafte they went; 

Proclaim'd him king, by found of trumpets 

^ there J, 
And own'd that they his proper fubjeSs were. 
He then^ requefted every one might flay. 
That none to Jezreel might the caufe betrayj; 
But he himfelf would go, and firft be there, ^ 
For which he foon his charriot did prepare. 
With armed men fufficient for the guard, 
■yVhich as a king he knew he could reward) 
To go to Jezreel, where king Joram had 
Sometime refided, as his wounds were bad|| ; 

» 4 Kings, ix. tu t Vcr. i2. t Vtrft \^ ' 



Now Ahaziab happen'd there ta be. 
Who went his brother Joram then to fee*; 
A watchman ftppd upon (he tow'r, and. there 
He Jehu fpy'd,^ and all his men appear ; 
I fee a company of nien, faid he, 
Which Joram feat a meffenger to fee ; 
Who came to Jehu,, faying, Is it peace ? 
But Jehu's condu£l made their fears increafe; 
Fpr what haft thou to do with peace ? faid be| 
Turn thee behind me now, and follow met; 
The watchman feeing, told the king he ftaid, 

V.' 

(But he begimiing then to be afraid) 
Sent out another man to afi^ the fame i 
Bjit when he aifo unto Jehu came 

He alfo (lopp'd, as t'other did before ; 
But Joram failing twice, fent put no more« 
The watchman told the king^ that he perceived/ 
Who Jehu was, which quickly he believ'd; 
Becaufe, faid he, he cometh on with fp§ed^ . 
Ajid drives like Jehu, furioufly J indeed. 

• jf Kings «• 16, t Vc?fc i8, t Verfo zq^ 
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The kings then took their charriots and their 

men^ 
And went to meet him too ; Jehoram then ' 
Alk'd if 'twas peace ? he anfwer'd not the 

fame 

He did the men when they to meet him came5 
But only anfwer'd roughly thus, What peace, 

While vet thv mothers' whoredoms do increaf^. 
And witchcrafts are fo many* ? then he had: 
Great caufe to think bis cafe was truly bad. 
And turn'd about, intending to have fled. 
But Jehu with an arrow fhot him deadt > 
Then in the fields of Naboth he was throwDji 
Which Ahab took from Naboth as bis own. 
When Ahaz-iah faw Jehoram flain, . ' 

He fled for fafety, but he fled in vain ; 
Jehq purfu'd him too, whom in his flight. 
He gave commsMfidment in his car to fmite ; 
By Gur they fmoie him, yel he bore to ride 
As far as Megiddo, and there he dy'dj. 

♦ z Kiog« ix. ai. t Vcr* t^ X"^^- v\s 
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When J ezabel of Jehu's coming heard) 
She, as a queen, for his approach prepar'd ; 
Her face fhe painted, and her head attir'd, 
And from her window look'd, to be admir-d ; 

When through the gate he came, he heard 

her fay, 
Had Zimri peace, who did his mafter flay* ? 
^ut Jehu boldly to the people cry*d, 
With voice extended, Who is on my fidet ? 
And feeing then fome eunuchs by her (land, 
He gave to them his abfolute command 
To throw her down J; who inftantly comply 'd, 
By which that proud, that wicked woman 

d/d^. 
Who was fo bruis'd and maimed by the fall, 
Her blood was fpilt and fprinkled on the wall; 
And horfes too, who trod her under feet§, 
And trampled on her in the open ftreet. 

When Jehu and his men a while had been: 
To eat and (drink, they thought upon the 

queen ; 
* ^ Kings ix. jt. \ Vtttt ^1- • 
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Go Qow, {aidhe^ this cur fed woman (ec^ 
And bury her, becaufe (continued he) 

4 

She is the daughtei" of a king*; (but queen 
He call*d her not, who had fo wicked been) 
But whe.n they came, nought but her palau 

they found. 
With {kuU and feet remaining oii the groudf } . 
The greedy dogs had eat the reft with fpeed^ . 
As by the Lord had been before decreed ; . 
When Jehu learn'd her doleful end, he criedi 
Thus from the Lord the Tiihbite prophefidi j^ 
** The fleflx of Jezabel in Jezreel's plain J, 
The dogs (hall eat ; her carcafe dung remain 
In Jezreel's portion on the field; and none, 

Crying this is Jezabel, her death bemoan/* 

» 
Now Jezreel being but a country feat, 

To Ifr'els kings, for pleafure and retreat, 
All Ahab's children in Samaria were. 
Both for inftruftion, and for proper care. 
And feventy fons, we read, refided there§ ; 

♦ 2 Kings ijc. 34. \ Vet. ^^^ 

t % -Kiiigi tfL.23* ^ J ^^VttBkt^- v: 
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(For, children's fons, as fons, were then 

efteem'd, 
And doubtlefs (ucb of Ahab's fons were 

deem'd.) 
King Jehu therefore to Samaria fends^ 
Unto the rulers and the children's friends, 
Advifing them (though only in pretence) 
AsL they had arms and men for their defence. 
To choofe among thofe fons which they 

thought fit, 
And then by force of arms caufe him to fit 
On Ifr'el's throne* but they were all afraid, 
And in their confultations thus they faid. 
Two kings flood not, but fell by his com- 

mand. 
Then how can we, faid they, before him 

'flandt ? 
And ihtn they fent a melTenger to fay. 
We are thy fervants and will thee obey. 
And do what thou fhalt bid us^; and this thing 
They added alfo, we will make thee king J ; 
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(But Kttle thought what fhortly would befall 
The houfe of Ahab, and the priefts of Baal ;) 
Jehu to them thi» arifwer quickly fent, 
If you are mine, and are to ferve me bent, 
Then let the fev'nty fons of Ahab be 
All flain by you, and fend their heads to me;* 
To this they were obliged to comply, 
And with reluQance fentenc'd them to die, 
Whofe heads to Jehu were in Bafkets fent,t 
And one went with them alfo to prevent 
The leaft delay, (as Jehu had defir'd) 
To fay, the heads were brought which he 

requir'd. 
When Jehu found their heads were there, 

he faid. 
Let them unto the gate be now convey'd. 
And in two heaps until the morning laid. 
When morning came, the king was quickly' 

there. 
And to the people faid, Ye righteous are ; 
3ut I againft my mafter have confpir'd^ 

; ^ Kings x,6. \^a. V 
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But ^Hb flew (hefc* ? or wba Aeiir (Seatli - 

defir'd ? 
There's not a word Elijah faid fhall fail 

^ Unto the ground, but be fulfilled allt^ 
Concerning Ahab*s houfe--*^nd then he fleW 
Ahab's relations; there, (and priefts ia few) 
With his great men, who thenat Jezreel were J, 
And then for his returning did prepare ; 

. But at the fliearing houfe,^ ' upon the way,* 
(Where he perhaps might flop as well as they) 
He Ahazia's brethren chanc'd to meet 
Unto Samaria going, there to greet 
The children of the king and queen (|; and 

thefe • 

He order'd then his men alive to feize : 
And there thefe forty -iwo were alfo flain^ 
When this was done he marched on again. 
But as he rode he happened to efpy 
Jehonadab the fon of Rechab nigh. 
And afked him, Is thy bearf right zs minC| 
Is alfo right herein (faid he) with thine ? 

♦ 2 Kings X. 9. t ^^^- ^^* %^«- \\. 
fVcr.12. \\ycr-^3. itNr«.\Ac 
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Give me tby hand, come fee my zeal, he Giy'd^ 
Now for the Lord, and made him with him 

ride*. 
When they arriv'd, all that did appertain 
To Ahab's houfe ;ind family were flain^ 
'Till not one fingle perfon did remaint. 
So vengeance Ahab*s houfe did overtake, 
fiecaufe they did the laws of God forfake. 
Thus cruel men are ufed as a rod. 
To men more wicked, who forfake their God. 
Jehu did next the people there colleft,^ 

And then addreffed them to this eflPeft ; 
(As he was fubtil, fa his fpeech was fly) 
Ahab ferv'd Baal little, much will I J ; 
Let all the priefts of Baal, and people be 

Convened together fpeedily to me ; 
(And he pretended for religion's fake) 

To Baal I've a facrifice to make§, 

A large affembly felemnly proclaim|(, 

For all that worfliip Baal or own his name ; 

• z Kings X. 16. t Vcr. 17. t Vcn 18. 
^ Vcr, 19. \\Nr«^% ^^• 
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And he,, who jdon*t attend fhali. furcty die : ' J 
To which they all did willingly comply. 
And Jehu then throughout all Ifr'el fent, 
Where all obey'd, and came with one confent; ' 
That not a man among them all, we find, . 
R^fus'd to come, nor one ihat ftaid beKiod, ^ 
Until the houfe was full from end to endj* 
Then Jehu with Jehonadab his friend ' • 
Enter'd the boufe, and fearch'd it well to^e^ 
That none were there,t but thofe he wiih'd 

to t)e ;. .'»•.. 

And whilft employ'd about their facrifice^ 

Jehu did all his fourfcore men apprife 
Of his dcfign, and what did then depend . 
Upon their care, the bus'nefs to attend ; 
And told ihpm alfo, if one got away,- . 
The man that fpar'd him, with his life fhould 

pay:!;- 

And when the facrifices there were ended, 
Or had performed what Jehu then intend^, . 
The guards and captains rulli'd with fword in 

.* 2 KiDgi, X. 21. "t Vet. »v %N«,»v 
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And flew them all*, according to command. 

To finilh all, then in their vengeful ire, ^ • 

Baal's houfe and image they confum'd with • 
firet. •• 

• 

Thus have I trac'd the judgments that befe^- 
A people who prefumed to rebel i » 

Againft the Lord, as if they nieant thereby, ' 
His indignation or his ftrength to try ; 
And fee if he that's merciful could be 
By any means prpvok'd to jealoufy; 
And which at laft with double vengeancf 

<:ame 
To their deftruftibn, ruin, lofs, and (hame ; 
As they that will provoke their chiefeft friendj 
Muft lofe his love and favor in tlieend. 
So they by (inning brought on defolation, 
On thofe among them of exalted Illation, 
Two kings, a queen, and princes of the 

blood ;3; 
Nobles and priefts togetherr— few withftood ■ 
The rpufedjuftice of an angry God, 
Judahand Ifrael felt ibeVve^v^ xoft.. 



Jehu the king perforin'd all thrs we find^ 
As for the Lord, according to his mind ; 
(But yet he ferv*d him not with all hishelrt) 
Nor did he from idolatry depart;* 
The golden calves he yet retained ftill, 
Yet for this^fervice God declared his will^ 
That he fo far would his defcendants own^ 
That three fucceeding heirs (hould fill hi^ 

. throne ;t 
But had he faithfully the Lord obeyed, 

His heirs the fceptre mi^t have longer 
fway^d. 

But Ahab*s houfe of this had notice giv*n^ 
By divers prophets from the God of heav'n ; 
But no advice nor warning would they take, 
Nor their idolatry at all forfake ; 
So that the Lord and prophets too were clear^ 
As by their frequent meffages appear. 
This wicked people difbeliev'd, or fought 
The ruin which upon themfelves they brought^ 
For God is juft and equal in his ways, 
To whom belongs out\^oi^\V«^^^^^'^'C5^^^^ 
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But as the fins of Ifr'el did not ceaife, 
This made the anger of the Lord increafCi 
Who gave them^p into Hazael's hand, 
Who made incurfions often in their land ; 
And thofe diftrefle&on them ftill remaia'd. 
While king Hazael and Benbadad reign'd> 
So that the Ifr'elites were divers wayd 
By tbdtai opprefled, even all their days. 

Now fo_r the fpace of more than lifty year?. 
As by the facred i:ecord it appears. 
There is no mention of Elifha made, 
'Till in the reign of Joafh, when 'tis faid^ 
That he was fallen fick, and Joafii came; 
Wept o'er his f^Ce,^ when he beheld the 

fame. 
Now this good king /the Lord w^s pleased to 

make 

* 

A favior to his pepplet, for their fake ; 
And then Elifha faid (to let him fee 
How much the Syrian ftrength fhould 
weaken'd be) 

* f Kings xiii. 14. "^ "^t^* S* 



Take now thy bow and arrow in thy band| 
Open the window, clofely by it ftand', .^ 
Then eaftward look, and let thy arrow fly, 
With which the king did' willingly comply; 
And then the prophet faid, This, unto thee 
Ap ^rrpw of deliverance fhall be,* 
And of releafe from Syrian tyranny* 
To fmite upon the ground, was his ad^yicp. 

And Joafli fmote ; but only did it thrice : 
At which the prophet feem'd to be offended, 
Becaufe he did not fmite as he intended ; 
But then Eiifha faid unto the king. 
In order further to explain the thing. 
Thy fmiting five or fix litnes ftiould have 

been, [feen; 

So fliouldft thou have fo many conquefts 
But as thou haft but only fmitten three, 
There fliall on Syria no more conquefts be.t 
And when the prophet thus had prophefy'd. 
His fervice being done,, we read he dy'd,;!^ 
And with his mafter great is his reward, 
Whofe worthy deeds yet live uipon record. 

.!" z JCings xiii. 17. i: Vttv'iS)* 't^^'^' v^' 
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I Thus dy'd the man of God, fo much apprbv'd^ 
Who by the righteous greatly was belov'd, 
By kings and people valu'd and prefer'd; 

In peace he dy'd, with honor was interr*d. 
Some months had he in his fepulchre laid. 
And then another corpfe was there convey'd ; 
A band of Moabites then come in fight, 
Did fuddenly the people fo affright, 
They caft the man into Eliflia's grave. 
Which they unbury'd were oblig'd to leave; 
But when the body did Elifha's touch, 
The virtue of the prophet's bones was fuch, 
(Or elfe the pow'r of God appear'd fo much) 
The man reviv'd, and ftood upon his feet*, 
To own his fervant, thus the Lord faw meet. 

Thus Ifrael and Judah too might fee, 7 
That he was honor'd in an high degree ; / 
Own'd at the plow, proteQed from his birth, 
Own'd in his life, and when entomb'd in earthy 
All generations, when they hear his name, 
With juft applaufe will alfo \veaLi\\\^ l^.\sw^ •:> 

* 2 Kings xiu* 21* * 
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Who by the Lord divinely was infpir'd, 
Efteem'd by many, and by moil admir'd. 

Thus vice's punifliment and virtue's prize. 
Alike inftruft us to be early wife. 
Who wretched Ahab's fearful death furveys, 
But hopes a happier end will clofe hi$ days ; 
Let then his heart with watchful caution dread 
To leave the narrow path, the broad to tread j 
For this purfu'd, to fure deftruflion tends, 
But that in never-fading tranfport ends. 
Who views without a wifh the like to prove, 
The holy prophets aided from above ; 
Then let each youth a like devotion pay. 
Be as fincere, if not fo fam'd, as they. 

7 

T H F END* 



